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It’s been a long time coming that students at
JTC are allowed the freedom of press! As it is our 
right – and more importantly responsibility – 
we hope that this power is wielded cautiously, 
however courageously, by the authors. We believe 
this magazine is a stride towards transparency 
regarding student life – the good and the bad 
– and we couldn’t be more supportive of our
peers using their voice through the magazine.
We are excited to read a variety of opinions and
perspectives, but more than that we acknowledge
that despite how much we all differ, we all
still share this collective experience of being a
student at JTC and that unites us.

This first edition will include things like feature 
articles, comic strips, reviews and more! We 
hope it makes you laugh, cry and question, but 
most importantly that it brings about a sense 
of solidarity through reading the combined 
perspectives of your peers. As cliché as the 
saying is, ‘we are all in this together’ and this 
monumental first edition of the Roncalli Review 
will hopefully be something we all reminisce on 
later down the road as the tradition continues.

As the donations are going to charity, not only is 
this magazine helping those in need, but it’s also 
helping us to better understand our cohort.

Thank you to all of the Media Club contributors 
who helped put this together – enjoy!

Eddie Monisse and Eloise Roberts
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Pictured: Eloise Roberts and Eddie Monisse
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The private Catholic school in Mount Claremont, John 
XXIII College, has been left in ruins as anger-stricken 
students rioted. The lack and absence of chicken 
wraps at their canteen led to mass frustrations and an 
eventual uprising. At the sound of the bell at 10:40am 
one morning – a time of particular hunger for many 
students, and usually filled with snacks from the school 
canteen – turned into chaos at the realisation that 
there were no chicken wraps that day. Led by a mob of 
angry Year 12s who used the Year 7s as human shields, 
the canteen staff were forced to retreat and lock the 
canteen doors as the masses approached, armed only 
with tongs and trays to fend off their perpetrators.

Investigations are still being conducted to locate the 
leaders of this riot, but so far the method of ‘we will 
call your parents’ and ‘shut down the common room’ 
have yet to be an effective method on these ruthless 

and chicken-wrap-
crazed students.

Many bandages were 
seen on the Monday 
morning following 
the incident, on 
several elbows and 
heads of Year 7 
students. None yet 
have divulged who 
wielded them in the riot. One student reports ‘Oh yeah 
well, when he grabbed me I thought ‘okay, cool, we are 
doing this.’ I got really into it, you know. But, uhh… Mum 
wasn’t too happy when I got off the bus and my wrist was 
broken… Nurse Jenny gave me an ice pack though, so it 
was fine.’ (Un-named red-haired boy seeing wandering E 
Block before school).

What will the school do about this? Will they outright 
ban chicken wraps? Or will they bring them back at the 
behest of the masses? •(F
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Q: I never get enough 
homework! I thought 
since that this was high 
school, I would get 
more homework; but 
no! I never get enough 
homework. I’m thinking 
of starting a petition. 
Do you think I should? It 

would be great if we all got more homework. I’m sure I will 
have lots of people who will agree with me. What should I 
do? Is making a petition a good idea? Sincerely, Homework 
Addict.

A: Wow! Firstly, what teachers do you have because I want 
them? It’s great that you like doing homework, but I’m 
afraid if you want to have any friends you should probably 
not ask the teacher for more homework. A petition will not 
have much impact if It’s only got one signature... Maybe 
you should get a hobby? You could join a club (one of 
the many cool clubs around the school?) or you could 
try a sport, art, or drama. There are many options for you 
to try… but please, do not ask for more homework if you 
want to have any friends. Yours, Editor.

Q: I have been struggling with my grades recently. My 
parents are angry! What am I doing wrong? Please I need 
help! One more bad grade and my parents will kill me! How 
can I improve them? Sincerely, Grounded.

A: There are many ways to improve your grades. Do you 
revise? An effective way to revise is to do a mix of different 
methods. You can make flashcards online or in real life. 
I would highly recommend Quizlet for flashcards online. 
You can also do Kahoots, read from your textbook or you 
could go over your notes. When revising it is important to 
know what works for you. So, try everything and figure out 
what works for you. Best of luck! Yours, Editor.

Q: I think we should get rid of ALL of the trees at JTC. I mean, 
all they do is take up way too much space! And create more 
work for the gardeners! They aren’t even nice anyways! Trees 
are always dropping stuff on our heads. I HATE them. I have 
an axe at home. Maybe that would work. Should I start a 
campaign to get rid of all the trees? Should I cut them down 
myself? Sincerely, Axe Enthusiast.

A: No. Yours, Editor.

Q: I HATE the school uniform. Why do I have to tuck my shirt 
in and wear a belt when girls don’t? It’s just ridiculous. The 
tie feels like it’s choking me, and the blazer isn’t even warm! 
What should I do? Sincerely, Rule Breaker.

A: Hmm... Have you ever thought of talking to teachers 
about it? I mean, if you really hate it that much maybe 
you should go to another school? It’s just part of life in a 
private school. My advice: It’s only for 2 terms of the year. 
Just deal with it. Yours, Editor.

Q: How can I ensure that the stress of ATAR doesn’t get to 
me? Sincerely, Anxious.

A: Here are a few tips from experience:

• Make time to exercise

• Drink lots of water

• Make sure you get
enough sleep

• Cap your study times

• Stay in touch with
friends

• Plan effectively

• Try to avoid cramming

• Eat healthy ‘brain food’

Yours, Editor.

ADVICE COLUMN

SCHOOL RIOTS LEAVE
TUCK SHOP IN RUINS 
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   t’s way better than smoking, though!’ is something you’ve 

probably heard from a friend who likes to vape while they’re trying 

to convince you to try it ‘just once’. I hate to break it to you, but 

they’re wrong. Vaping, or the use of e-cigarettes, is often advertised 

as a healthier alternative to smoking, and the Alcohol and Drug 

Foundation says that it’s a growing trend amongst young people. In 

2019, a study found that 14% of adolescents, aged 12-17, have tried 

vaping, with 31% of them using regularly. 

So… what is vaping? Vaping is when you inhale and exhale aerosol, 

or vapour, from an ‘e-cigarette’ containing ‘e-liquid’. E-cigarettes 

were only developed in 2003 by a Chinese pharmacist, so we don’t 

know a whole lot about the negative effects of vaping. To put this 

into perspective for you:

1. There are students currently in Year 12 who are older than

vaping is (yes, the Year 12’s are that old).

2. Tobacco smoking has been around since the 1200’s, but the

negative effects of it only began to be discovered 400 years

later. 400 years of smoking vs. only 18 years of vaping: clearly,

we’ve only seen the tip of the iceberg.

Although vaping may expose people to fewer toxic chemicals than 

tobacco smoking, which delivers about 7,000 harmful chemicals, 

vaping delivers several dangerous chemicals too, including diacetyl 

(causes lung debilitation), cancer-causing chemicals, heavy metals 

like lead and arsenic, and volatile organic compounds which also 

cause cancer (but I think it’s safe to say that you should steer clear 

of anything with the word ‘volatile’ in its name).

‘I

© [Eldar Nurkovic] / Adobe Stock

The risks aren’t all to do with the vapour, though. Many teens are 

being hospitalised for vaping battery related accidents. To ‘vaporise’ 

the e-liquids used in vapes, a battery must power a heating coil 

to reach 300° celsius in a very short space of time, and incidents 

of this battery overheating and blowing up or causing fires are 

becoming more common. People are being admitted to hospital 

with scars and burns from vapes catching fire in their mouth, or 

left with scarring and third-degree burns when they combust in 

their hands or pockets. Another fire risk is caused by people trying 

to re-charge the batteries in ‘disposable’ vapes that aren’t actually 

designed to be re-charged; electrical shocks and fires are caused by 

connecting them to phone chargers or exposed wires that are not 

intended for this purpose.

So, to sum it all up: Vapes aren’t necessarily safer than smoking, 

we just don’t yet have the scientific proof to be able to say that 

it is safer. Don’t smoke – that much is a given – but you probably 

shouldn’t view vaping as a ‘safer’ alternative, at least not until we 

know more. •

VAPING:
Is it better for you
than smoking?

‘Vaping may be ‘safer’ than smoking, but what 

does that really mean? Getting hit by a car is 

most probably ‘safer’ than getting hit by a 

truck, but would you want either of those 

things to happen to you? Just because 

one activity is possibly safer than 

another, doesn’t mean that it is a 

good idea to do it.’

Paul Dillon (the legend himself, pictured) has said on his blog Doing 

Drugs with Paul Dillon: 
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There is perhaps no student more iconic at the 
College than the one-and-only ‘diabolo guy’ – 
otherwise known to mere mortals as Jason Ko, 
graduating Year 12 student. We know you’re all 
dying to know all about ‘the man behind the 
legend’, so in this exclusive interview, we ask him all 
the important questions.

When did you get into the diabolo and how? 

‘Funny thing… I never wanted to do the diabolo. It was at 
Chinese school – I used to do martial arts there and my 
mum made me do it. Not gonna lie, it’s a good choice.’ 

           What is it like being an immortal JTC legend? 

‘Um… what? Nothing much to be honest, 
I’ve always felt the same – just plain old 

me. Not much of a difference, to be 
honest.’ 

Have you ever considered a career 
related to diabolo? 

‘No, not really. I’ve considered it 
as a side thing that I’d keep going 
at. I’ve also thought about teach- 

                                 ing, but that’s far down the track 
and I’m nowhere near that level of 
skill yet.’

What was it like after performing 
for the first time at school and 
very suddenly being established 
as ‘the diabolo guy’? 

‘First time I performed… I have 
no clue. I thought it was kinda funny. 
It’s interesting because I personally 
perceive it differently to how others 
do. Every drop is like ‘I’ve dropped 

it’ and I feel like I’ve done a bad 
performance, but you guys never see it 

that way.’

What’s your advice for students who are 
interested in performing at a talent show or 
the Variety Concert? 

                 ‘Always practise – you gotta keep going at it. 
        For me, anyways, I’m not a very confident person, 
         and the most you can do is just go for it. The scar- 
          iest part is going in and doing it, it feels fine after.’Pictured: Jason Ko performing

JASON:
The man, the myth, the legend
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The month of June has come to represent many things over 
the years. The Ancient Romans knew it as the month of Juno, 
goddess of women and marriage. The queer community know it 
as Pride month. Yet, to the National Breast Cancer Foundation 
and thousands of Australians around the country, June has 
come to represent an awful struggle that is the leading cause of 
cancer deaths for women in Australia – breast cancer.

The month of June is also an important month for Year 11 
students for, as many would know, it hosts the long-awaited 
Dinner Dance – a chance for students to dress up and embrace 
their more formal side. Yet this year, the Dinner Dance became 
a chance for students to do much more.

‘Go Pink’ is an initiative started by the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation for the month of June, which calls on Australians to 
raise money and awareness for breast cancer research.

There are four steps to the initiative, as outlined on the National 
Breast Cancer Foundation website:

1. MAKE THE PLEDGE
The Pledge is a promise the students made to go pink, or to wear 
an item of pink clothing to the dance. A link was sent around on 
Instagram and many students were enthusiastic about the project. 
In the months leading up to June, pink dresses, shoes, hairspray and 
even socks were bought in preparation for the big day.

2. RAISE MONEY
A John XXIII College Year 11 Dinner Dance breast cancer fundraising 
page was established earlier in the year. From the contributions of 
students, teachers, and parents alike, we were able to raise nearly 
$400. This went towards breast cancer research, through the Go Pink 
website.

3. GO PINK
Finally, on 11 June, the big day came. As the Year 11 cohort arrived, 
flashes of pink were seen everywhere. Even a Year 12 chaperone 
went with the theme! Throughout the meal, not only was fun had, 
but awareness was spread. Pink shoes jumped on the dance floor, 
pink nails were sampling questionable food, and pink hair was 
being arranged perfectly for those turns in the photobooth. The 
phrase ‘Going Pink’ has been coined for the wearing of pink items 
of clothing to spread awareness for breast cancer, and this year, it 
wasn’t just the Year 11 cohort. Across the month of June, thousands 
of people around Australia have ‘Gone Pink’ to spread awareness, 
either in a single event, or through dyeing their hair, trying to wear 
the colour each day, shaving their hair off entirely, or any number of 
other creative ways.

4. SAVE LIVES
The National Breast Cancer Foundation, to whom the funds are 
donated, have a mission – to reduce the number of breast cancer 
deaths in Australia to zero by 2030. While this may seem like a 
stretch, already through the research completed by them and teams 
worldwide the likelihood of someone surviving cancer five years 
after diagnosis has increased from just 76% in 1994 to an incredible 
91% in 2020. Unfortunately, the number of women who will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer in their lifetime during the same 
period has risen from 1 in 8 to 1 in 7. This is why it is so important to 
give our support and spread awareness. 

Through the inspiring efforts of the Year 11 students this year, we 
have seen that big events such as a dance may be a chance to 
have fun and socialise, but can become so much more through 
collaboration and dedication. The ethos of our school, to ‘Seek 
Justice’ and ‘to be men and women for others’ has really come 
across through this effort, and can hopefully inspire all of us 
– students, staff, and those in the broader John XXIII College
community alike – to look for creative ways to make a difference in
our world, even if it is just by wearing a pair of pink shoes. •

To find out more about the National Breast Cancer Foundation and 
how you can support them next June or all year round, visit https://
nbcf.org.au/ or simply Google ‘Go Pink’.

PLEDGING TO INCREASE 
BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS

Pictured (top to bottom):
Genevieve Ferguson-Allen

Iris Townsend & Isabel Curtin
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Miss Toleman is wearing a hand-made blue-
themed dress, which was made from a vintage 
dress pattern. This dress was specially made 
for her brilliant house (not to be biased) 
Loreto. She has 
also very nicely 
styled her dress 
with some lovely 
pinned curls. 10/10

Ms den Haan is 
wearing a beautiful 
burnt orange jacket, with 
fringed multi-coloured sleeves. 
If you take a closer look, on the 
back is a cute stitched-on patch 
of a teddy bear sleeping on a moon. She has 
also accessorised it with a pair of turqouise 
and brown cowboy boots. 10/10

Mr Moran is pictured 
here with his brilliant 
brown houndstooth jacket, 
paired with his famous 
edamame bean tie. He 
is also pictured wearing 
Woodstock, Astro Boy, 
Cancer Council and smiley-
face badges. 10/10

Probably the most well-known 
item of clothing around the 
College is Mr Tsakisiris’ Doc 
Martin collection. When we 
asked him to bring a couple of 
his pairs for the photo shoot, 
he brought every kind of shoe 
under the sun. We applaud 
you, Mr Tsak; in admiration, 
but also slight fear. 10/10

In this issue of Teacher Fashion, the theme is 
‘fun, kooky and colourful’. Thanks to all the 
teachers who let us take pictures of their outfits!

If Mr Mazur is known for anything, 
it would be for his amazing tie 
collection. Here we have 
snapped him with his 
art-themed ties; a 
Vincent Van Gogh tie 
(right) and a Georges 
Seurat tie (left). 
Sadly, we couldn’t 
snap a picture of 
any of his Star 
Wars ties, but 
they will always 
remain 
legendary. 
10/10

ECCENTRICat best
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BLACK WIDOW 
BY MARVEL STUDIOS

Natasha Romanoff, a.k.a. 
Black Widow, has been 
pertinent in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe 
since 2010, often 
memorable but rarely 
the star. However, this 
latest Marvel film finally 
gives the audience a 
much-deserved Black 
Widow standalone film.

Released in July, this film was beautifully produced, 
with the appreciable perspective of female director 
Cate Shortland. Shortland’s use of aerial shots gave a 
unique feel to the film and she has been praised for 
the way that she captured the action.

Despite these praises, this movie was not without 
fault. The beginning scenes were extremely significant 
to the rest of the movie but the younger-self casting of 
Natasha Romanoff was poorly done as it left viewers 
wondering who it was.

Nevertheless, Marvel did not disappoint, particularly in 
the post-credit scene which left fans anticipating more.

Star rating: 3.5/5

CRITICS’
SOUR 
BY OLIVIA RODRIGO

It is fair to say that one of 
the most popular rising 
stars of 2021 in music is 
Olivia Rodrigo, with her 
smash-hit Driver’s License 
debuting at number 1 on 
the Billboard Hot 100 – 

breaking the record for most Spotify streams in 24 hours 
and amassing over 130 million streams on all platforms. 

Shortly after, the album Sour was released on 24 May 
2021. The stand-out tracks (not including the previously 
mentioned singles) are Traitor, Brutal, Jealousy Jealousy 
and Favourite Crime. The rest of the tracks however 
seemed to be more of the same, once again not counting 
the singles. It’s mainly just bedroom pop about how she 
despises her ex and how he’s just a big old meanie.

Star rating: 3.5/5

CO
RNER

COMIC ‘Lockers’
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