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Paralympian Brodie 
Smith sends us some 
love here at St 
Mary's Primary 
School. 
Full story on page 
two.
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By Lexi
There is no doubt protests have been happening all 
over the world due to lockdowns, but unfortunately 
they are still happening. When we all heard the news 
on lockdown 5.0 starting on the 15 of July, we were 
pretty disappointed. But hundreds of people in 
Melbourne took the opportunity and protested for 
their “freedom”.  The majority of the crowd were 
seen without face masks and holding signs such as 

“I have a choice” and “lockdown kills”. 
They also repeatedly chanted “no more lockdowns, 
Sack Daniel Andrews”. This protest started just hours 
after Daniel Andrews announced that the state was 
going into another five day lockdown. “We would 
prefer that this had not come to our state, we would 
prefer we didn't have to deal with these issues' ' says 
Daniel Andrews. “But, this is so infectious, this is such 
a challenge we have. You only get one chance to go 
hard and to go fast. If you wait, if you doubt, if you 
hesitate, then you will always be looking back 
wishing you had done more earlier.”  One viewer 
commented  “Why don’t you concentrate on 
improving the healthcare system - I am certain that 
these lockdowns cost more than improving the 
healthcare systems in the country to cope with the 
infection which if you think about it is better 
controlled with the majority of the population 
already being vaccinated - lockdowns only cause 
more problems!”. We all have our own opinions on 
this. But we all have the duty of keeping ourselves 
and others safe.

Stem Buddies
   

In Term 2 the whole school participated in 
S.T.E.M activities with their buddies. S.T.E.M 
is an opportunity to cooperate with your 
buddy and we get to do fun activities 
while learning more about STEM. The 
groups are a group of four: two of the 
older buddies and two of the younger 
buddies. S.T.E.M stands for Science,  
Technologies, Engineering and 
Mathematics. We all had about 45 minutes 
to do our activity and 10 minutes to fill 
out our booklet. Our booklet is basically 
reviewing the activity and doing a 
reflection on it. Now we can  get into the 
activities. Each week our groups rotate 
and we do different activities. We all work 
hard on them and  do our best to achieve 
the aim of the activity. There are 8 
activities, some of them are: build a 
marble run, under the microscope beebots, 
lego WeDo and many more. The whole 
school enjoys STEM and we get to chat 
with our buddies and work with them. At 
the end of each session we discuss what 
we have made and who did what well. 
Most of the activities are amazing because 
all groups work hard with each other. Last 
week the marble run group had a big 
drop on it which made it very impressive 
they achieved it by working together, 
which is the main part of STEM. We all 
enjoy it and we are looking forward to 
doing it next term!

Go to page 3 To see 
some lockdown art..

In the eyes of an 
Athlete

“I have a 
choice” and 
“Lockdown 
Kills

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people, who are 
the traditional custodians of this land. We pay our 
respects to the elders past and present of the 
kulin nation and extend that respect to other 
aboriginal people past and present.

Quote of The 

Day

Life is not about 

waiting for the 

storm to pass, It’s 

about learning to 

dance in the rain.
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Sport what is it good for? 
Absolutely everything!

By Sienna
The Year Six Sports Group have been busy organizing 
Friday Lunchtime Sports for every class. The chosen 
sports for every class was Basketball and Dodgeball. The 
idea of the lunchtime sports activity is to involve the 
younger year levels in different sports activities as well 
as teaching them new skills and keeping them active. 
Some skills we have taught are how to do a lay up, how 
to dribble with both hands and learning to change 
course quickly. Year Six will soon be creating a 
bootcamp for every year to enjoy! Lot’s of sporty fun 
activities await!

Exclusive Current affairs
By Alessia & Lexi

Litter Litter Everywhere- Stanley Grose and Basil 

Reserve park have been filled with debris; McDonalds 

packaging, tissues, lolly wrappers and more. Locals have 

complained about the parks being used as a waste field 

since there are bins at every turn. Some locals have 

even called the council. We ask you to pick up your 

rubbish so that your local parks don't end up like the 

Stanley Grose and Basil Reserve park.

Missing cat- Do you know anyone in the school with a missing pet? On July the second cat 
disappeared. Owners are promising a $2,000 dollar reward, so keep your eyes out for the cat running through Manning Road.

Bairns Bedeck themselves for Book week- 
Students must dress up as a character from 
a book. This year we can’t do an actual 
parade so we will be doing a virtual parade. Join us this book week and read your 
favorite book.

Lockdown Wellbeing- Last year we 

had street art, spoonvilles and ribbons 

tied to fences. Little things put a smile 

on our faces. This year St Mary's year 

sixes are making things for our school 

community to smile. Things for 

students  to watch, make, listen to and 

do. Wellbeing leader Ms Jones says that 

"Nurturing the wellbeing of our 

students is a significantly important 

aspect of school life here at St Mary's. 

Promoting wellbeing, in a variety of 

ways, supports students to flourish in 

their learning, build resilience, establish 

respectful relationships and build a 

range of practical and effective skills 

and strategies to support positivity and 

growth mindsets."

Google Meet Activities- Every time you log onto a google meet, do something fun, you could wear a hat or a bandana, you could change your profile pic, or you could show your class a magic trick. It’s the little things that make school fun. You can also celebrate online birthdays like us in year six, St Mary's Primary school.

  Longing for Light

By Sienna

I stare at my classmates through a blank frame,
Tears filled with grief,longing and shame,
All that’s left now are lonely and empty spaces,
Parks, benches, shadows and all these tired 
faces,
Anger, sadness, fear  and sick with emotion,
Trapped and surrounded by all the commotion,
We turn and point at whoever we can blame,
But in the end this is  all just a tired game,
Round and round and round we go,
In a never ending loop that is yet to slow,
Sometimes I wish I could reach out and touch,
My friends my family I miss so very much,
But this vicious disease keeps us all apart,
And why will it not go, this aching in my heart,
Memories of laughter, smiles and real joy,
In which we all had a part in helping destroy,
Nothing will ever go back to being the same,
Dreading the angry, selfish beings we became,
The sickly feeling that everything is lost,
It has all come at such a horrible cost,
The weight of it all, settles on me like dust,
Which begs the question, who do we trust?
I glance at my classmates, like they’re behind 
walls of stone,
Their grim and hopeless expressions, 
reflecting my own,
The violence, the hatred, has left us bereft,
And now it’s all gone...there is nothing left.

Meet The 
Team:

This is our team of hard 
working students in Years 4-6 

who produce the Mary Go 
Round.

It Tastes Paw-Fect
By Alessia and Sylvie

The Social Justice Leadership Group hosted RSPCA day. 
Everyone brought a gold coin donation for wearing casual 
clothes as well as a coin for an icy pole that got provided to their 
classroom at lunch. All of the money went to the RSPCA, a 
charity that supports and heals animals in need to recover them 
to full health. They also stand against animal cruelty so the 
Social Justice Leadership Group wanted to convey that message 
at St Mary’s. 
At the end of the day parents and students got a sweet treat for 
a dollar, and it got so busy, the Social Justice group couldn’t see 
the end of the line! They sold out quickly with lots of happy 
faces.
There were boxes in the office for donations to RSPCA. Our 
wonderful St Mary's community donated pet things that could 
be helpful and useful for the animals at RSPCA. 
At this event we made a whopping six hundred and twelve 
dollars! St Mary's staff said it was the biggest batch they ever 
had for a charity, staff members were also pleased with the 
homemade treats the Social Justice Group made as they got 
devoured, and sold like lightning. The delectable goods up for 
sale were; sugar cookies in the shape of dogs, fishes and pigs, 
frogs in the ponds, and cupcakes all flavored with either 
chocolate, cookies ‘n’ cream or vanilla (with pink icing!)
It truly was a successful event!

Paralympic inspiration
By Alessia

Brodie Smith of the Australian Belles left a virtual 
message for students. She said some inspiring 
words about staying positive through home 
learning. She has been playing goalball for 10 
years with a disability. This year is her first 
paralympic game. 

Fun facts about  goalball:

You have to wear an eye shade so you can’t see.
There is a ball with bells in it that you have to hit 
down the court.
To stop the ball you must throw yourself at it.

~ Pure Poetry ~
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Lockdown 
Stereotypes 
By Alessia

There are ten types of lockdown stereotypes, which 
one have you fallen back into?
The Baker’s Boy - Bakes so much, it’s impossible to eat everything.

The Pyjama People - Wears Pyjamas to google meets and puts a jumper on 
so teachers can’t tell

The Hobby Humans - Picks up too many hobbies to keep up with and 
becomes obsessed with them.

The Tik Tok Tribe - Discovering Tik Tok and learning every dance.

The Box Binger - Watches netflix every night, watches every comedy.

Stressy Sapiens - Overthinks everything, panic shopped the first lockdown. 
Has a timer set for the news.

DIY Dudes - Looks up every Diy video, it kind of looks like art threw up in your 
room.

The Gamer Guys - Learns every play in a game, swimming in robux and 
minecoins.

Conspiracy Kids - Reading every news article, thinking up government 
conspiracy theories.
Letter Lovers: - Sends letters full of goodies to their friends back and forth till 
you have a pile of them.

                                                          

Covid Normal 
~Staying apart keeps us~ 

_together_
__________________

BY SADIE
__________________________________________

During Coronavirus lots of things have changed. Now the cases have 
gone down but 

our lives won’t go back to normal as quickly as we hope. For example, 
next year adults will probably need to wear masks for six more 

months. Hopefully, we will still be able to go do normal activities in the 
future though.

Recently, lots of people have wanted to go on picnics. People are 
allowed to do that, they just need to make sure they spread out. To do 

that people make circles on the grass so people spread out.

  We all know that the cases of Coronavirus have gone down, but we 
will still need to maintain a social distance.  

It is very important that we social distance so that Coronavirus 
disappears as quickly as possible, so that we can do all activities again. 

I can’t wait to get back to normal so I can do normal stuff again 
without knowing there is a virus around that I could get.   

And we also have to make sure that twelve and older people wear 
face masks, not the ones that we use to sleep with, but the ones we 

wear around our mouths. 

To protect us from any Coronavirus germs, St Mary’s has given all 
students a hand sanitizer keyring so we can easily use it before we eat 

and after we eat.

Soon hopefully, everything will go back to normal and we will be able 
to go out at the same time.

  

                  
                          
                                        

 

Meet Ilaria C,
Ilaria is fun and cheerful. 
Her favourite book is 
Refugee by Alan Gratz. 
Ilaria has one brother 
and she loves to play 
netball and soccer. She is 
really excited for next 
year because she will be 
a year 6 leader. During 
home learning Ilaria’s 
favourite thing to do 
was sleep in!

          

          
        

Meet Sadie T, 
Sadie is in year 2. She 
has three siblings and 
is dreaming of being an 
author when she grows 
up. She has one dog 
and enjoys playing 
basketball! Her 
favourite thing about 
St Mary's is the 
teachers because they 
are always kind.

          

          
        

Meet Chloe S, 
Chloe is playful and 
happy. Her favourite 
book is The Tooth 
Fairy. When she is 
older she wants to be a 
flight attendant. Her 
favourite subject is 
reading. She loves to 
play on her trampoline!

          

          
        

Humans of St Marys
By Sophie

Fun Facts
1. Veggies can make you tan!
2. It is impossible to hum whilst 

holding your nose
3. Every second your body 

produces 25 million cells!!
4. The average cow produces 8 

gallons of milk a day
5. Hot water will turn to ice 

quicker than cold 

Sienna- the weeping women Piper - Scared of the dark?

Sylvie- Let in the Light Lexi- Portrait of Melanie 
Martinez

Art DUMP



Swim to Win

By Piper 
On the 22nd of February some great swimmers 

from years 3-6 went to Oakleigh pool to swim 

against other schools on behalf of St Mary’s 

Primary School. At Dendy everyone did so well. 

It didn’t matter what they came. Everyone was 

so happy that everyone was able to finish their 

races. I’m happy for the people who got ribbons 

and also the ones who didn’t. The other schools 

did very well also but I think we did an 

extraordinary job in supporting everyone.  

Everyone was kind and kept cheering on all of 

the competitors. I was a bit surprised that we 

won the shield, but if there was an award for 

greatest effort, I bet that we would get it.
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Sport
Bowling to Victory

By Matthew 
On the 1st, the 9th and the 14th of March, the St Mary’s Lawn Bowls team practised for Dendy beachside. Ms 
Collins, our sport teacher, Mr O and Frankie from Lawn Bowls Victoria taught us how to use a lawn bowl, get 
close to the jack and how to get the right power and aim so that we would be ready for Beachside. On the 18th 
of March, St Mary’s Team A and B went to Caulfield Park Bowling Club. The people in St Marys Team A were 
Matthew, Oliver, Alex, Sienna, Finn, Angus, Ben and Tom F from Year 6, Max, Lee and Riley from Year 4 and 
Tom Q from Year 3. In St Marys Team B there were Alex, Joshua, Phillipa, Ella, Harry, James B, Alana and 
Isabella from Year 4, and Will, Tom B, and James from Year 3. St Mary’s Team A won 10 out of the 18 possible 
points and St Marys team B won 4 points. St Marys Team A came 1st and St Joseph's Team A came 2nd. They 
went to regionals while St Mary’s Team B came equil 4th. So on the 22nd 
of March, St Marys Team A had a practise before 
regionals on the 26th. St Marys Team A played regionals 
against St Joseph's Team A, Skye and Mckinnon at 
Hampton Bowls Club. At regionals St Marys Team A 
played well again and got into the grand final. We were in 
front but on the last bowl for St Joseph's they knocked our 
bowl out of the way and we lost on the last bowl. 
St Joseph’s won the grand final 2-1 and they are going to State. Everyone who played Lawn Bowls 
for St Mary’s did really well.

RUN FOR RIBBONS
By Thomas

Beachside, here we come.  On the 19th of May 2021 the Dendy region went to compete at bald hill park to try and make it into the 
beachside region.  Some people were very nervous.  There were ten schools and everyone that raced did a great job.  The 
government divides different schools in different zones. St Mary’s Primary School falls into the dendy zone.When we were at the 
starting line we were all pushing each other to get to the close front so we wouldn’t have to run past many people to get to the 
front.  When we were racing some people went really fast at the start and fell behind at the end.  Some people had tactics like 
running slow for the first km and really fast in the second km.  When we came round the last bend we all heard the cheers of 
students, teachers and parents.At the end of the day there was a little bit of time and they announced the top 3 runners.  After 
they announced the top 3 runners they announced the winners of the day.  4 people from St Mary’s Primary School made it into 
the top 20 so they got a certificate.  The 4 people were Alex G, Finn Y, Lucy S and Me.  The only person from St Mary’s Primary 
School that made it into the beachside comp was Finn Y.When we got back to school we all were so puffed out and tired that we 
could barely walk.  We may have been tired and puffed out but it didn’t stop us saying well done to each other.  

Ex
tr

a F
un

Lockdown Laughs
So many coronavirus jokes out there, it’s a 
pundamic.
Did you hear the joke about Covid? Nevermind, I 
don’t want to spread it around.
Q: Why did the chicken cross the road?
A: For clearly defined exercise purposes, officer.
Q: What do you tell yourself when you wake up late 
for school and realize you have a fever?
A: Self I-so-late
Q: Where do boats with coronavirus go to get 
healthy?
A: The Dock


