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S tudents at Daramalan are incredibly proud 
of their school. May it be representing on the 
rugby field, in a debating match or testing 

a metre long bridge slapped together in a few 
days, there is something that undoubtedly unites 
all students. This so called “MAMA EAGLE 
SPIRIT” is the common pride that the students 
share among themselves. This peculiar name in 
itself was born of the great pride students have for 
the school. The eagle on the Daramalan school 
crest is often seen as a protective and caring 
yet fierce animal, incapsulating the fire 
that burns in Daramalan students’ hearts. It soon 
became an ongoing feature.   It is something that 
has always existed in every student at the school 
and it isn’t always completely agreed upon, what it 
is and what it does to a person, but it is undoubtedly 
one of the most iconic and memorable things one 
can witness and experience.  

Being part of  Daramalan is special. Not only is it 
a well-known school in the Canberra region, but 
it is also known for its success in various sports. 

On the sporting front you might as well have 
“MAMA EAGLE” plastered onto each of  the 
jerseys. Sport is undoubtedly one of  the key ways 
that Daramalan students display their school 
spirit. At any game, at any time of  the year, 
there is a competitiveness and thirst for victory 
that is unique to this set of  students. The chants, 
the shouts, the fight that the students present is 
unlike anything else.  

However, not everyone is interested in sport, 
but that doesn’t change the spirit that is inside 
all of  us at Daramalan. Students who are more 
inclined to competing in a more academic 
environment sometimes find themselves in co-
curricular competitions such as debating and 
bridge building where the “Mama Eagle Spirit” 
is displayed through the extreme competitiveness 
and careful thought that is put into these 
activities.

In addition to their (more or less) conventional 
displays of  spirit, Daramalan students show their 
“Mama Eagle Spirit” in a more unorthodox 
way. The rise of  the internet and social media 
has opened opportunities for new ways to spread 
school spirit. On various platforms you are able 
to post images and text for public viewing. This 
has led to some interesting representation of  spirit. 
Previoius teachers have become the centre of  
many memes and photos around Daramalan and 
the students’ interactions, but only in friendly jest.

Another unordinary display of  spirit is the little 
meme display cabinet that is built into one of  the 
walls of  a Daramalan hallway. It is an area that is 
subject to large amounts of  foot traffic, situated 
between the library and drama, language and 
arts classrooms. It is seen by hoards of  students  
each day. The key part in this is that this is the 
sort of  cabinet that you can slip paper under 
the glass of  the cabinet for all to see. What has 
developed is the Mama Eagle display. It bases 
off the fact that students print arguably  funny 
images that need context like “Fat Yoshi”, “Mark 
Camel” and Mama Eagle herself  and then put 
the paper into the cabinet for all to see next to 
a vase that we think is older than Her Majesty. 

All in all, whenever you see a Daramalan student 
in uniform, or at an event, or just out and 
about, you might have the chance to experience 
the burning “Mama Eagle spirit” within that 
student. In all honesty, it can be a bit confronting 
but it is the key to understanding a Daramalan 
student, where they come from and what their 
school means to them.

by Daniel

ABOUT THE EAGLET TEAM

Alice
My name is Alice Livermore and I am a year eight 
student at Daramalan College. I am a passionate 
writer who loves to devour books, mostly fantasy and 
adventure novels. I have always loved writing, ever 
since a young age, and often write short stories for 
my own pleasure. The reason that I enjoy writing is 
because it fills my free time in a fun and productive 
way, and also because by writing I can create worlds 
where the impossible becomes ordinary.

Daniel
Well, I’m Daniel, and apparently I’m supposed to say 
a few things about myself. To be completely honest 
there isn’t too much to talk about. I’m your average 
tall 15 year old (by the time this is published) who 
likes drama and football (it ain’t called soccer, fight 
me), especially European leagues. My favourite teams 
are Arsenal and Everton. In other sport I am a black 
belt in Taekwondo and got gold in NSW champs. 
But as a side note, I like writing and my highest 
achievement is waffling about myself  and sport in a 
school newspaper. 

Lucy
Hi, I’m Lucy! I’m 15 and I love writing. I’ve always 
had a knack for being creative with words, so the 
Writer’s Club seemed like a perfect opportunity. 
Since joining last year my writing skills have increased 
dramatically and I’ve learned a lot from my peers, 
my teacher and the authors we’ve met over Zoom. I 
enjoy writing mystery and crime novels, as those are 
the genres I love reading. I write to free myself  from 
my own thoughts. Built up stress, grief, anger, when it 
all becomes too much I write about it. Maybe I could 
pursue a career in it. 

SCHOOL PRIDE
Suzanne Kiraly ~ Supervising Editor
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D aramalan offers a wide variety of  sports 
for all students to play throughout the 
year. Dara is known best for its rugby 

teams. Rugby is considered to be the core sport 
at Dara. You’ll find that the majority of  boys 
who play a sport at Dara would say they play 
rugby. It isn’t just boys who are enthusiastic 
about rugby, though. The girls’ teams are 
incredibly strong and have won many games 
this season. 

With rugby being the boys’ most popular sport, 
netball is without doubt the most common 
sport among the girls at Dara. Hockey is a 
sport that is incredibly popular for everybody. 
Rugby and netball may be popular, but Dara 
has one of  the best hockey teams in the ACT. 

Basketball is the number one ‘go-to’ sport to 
play at lunch among all years. You can hardly 
ever go in a quad without seeing an intense 
game happening. This is the same for handball. 
There hasn’t been a day where someone hasn’t 
had to go running after a stray handball. These 
two sports are so common that we’ve had to 
install an additional five basketball hoops as 
well as countless handball courts, just to keep 
everybody satisfied. 

 Over the course of  the year, Daramalan holds 
numerous one-day carnivals and lunchtime 

competitions dedicated to sport. The 
swimming and athletics carnivals, usually held 
in Term 1 are a fun day for everybody, with a 
range of  activities to participate in. From races 
to novelty games, the carnivals are a perfect 
opportunity to have a laugh with your friends 
and enjoy playing sport. There’s also the cross 
country carnival which students also have the 
opportunity to participate in. Whether you’re 
a serious competitor or just intend on going for 
a nice walk, the cross country is a great day to 
get out of  class and do some exercise. At the 
carnivals it’s much more likely to see people in 
years 7 or 8 participating than seniors. I guess 
sport isn’t a priority when you’re in college. 

The lunchtime competitions are held regularly 
and are usually about basketball, dodgeball 
and soccer. They’re a good chance for house 
groups to battle it out and see who comes out 
on top as the superior house, earning points in 
the process.

The swimming, athletics and cross country 
carnivals as well as the lunchtime competitions 
are a good chance to show house pride and 
get house points. If  someone isn’t competing, 
don’t look too far because it’s likely they’ll be 
right there cheering on their team mates, and 
you do get points for that too!

EAGLET TEAM SCHOOL SPORT

Aimee
Hello! My name is Aimee, I’m 15 years old and 
in Year 9. I’ve absolutely adored reading since I 
was a child, and I still spend my lunchtimes in the 
library with a good book. Writing is a big passion 
of  mine, which is why I joined the writer’s club. I 
love to write because it provides me with an escape, 
a place to go that is only mine, where I can create 
anything I want. My favourite genres are fantasy, 
historical fiction and mystery. My biggest writing 
goal is to one day write a novel. 

Jennifer
I’m Jennifer. I joined the Writers’ Club because I 
love to write. Yes, it’s a pretty simple explanation. 
For me, writing allows you to be creative, to tell 
stories and express concepts, ideas and emotions 
differently to other media. Besides writing, I enjoy 
the dramatic arts, along with graphic arts, music 
and dance. Creative expression is important to me. 
This is Writers’ Club after all. This experience is 
letting me discover new opportunities within the 
school and outside of  it. If  it weren’t for the number 
of  times I’ve accidentally gotten on my bus when 
I’m supposed to stay at school, I wouldn’t have the 
same embarrassing stories to keep in my pocket. 
So in conclusion, here I don’t regret anything. 

Caitlin
Hello! My name is Calen/Caitlin Gould, and I use 
they/them pronouns. I am a year seven student 
here at Daramalan who loves to draw and write 
and be creative, twisting my artworks and stories 
into something that’s truly my own by adding 
deeper layers of  truth that consumers can only 
feel, and see if  they look closely enough. 

(This student chose not to have their own photo on display)

Megan
Hey, my name is Megan. I am 14 and in year 9. I 
started Writers’ Club in year 8 because I was curious 
and some of  my friends were doing it, so I thought, 
why not? I really enjoy it because I am quite creative 
and this lets me express myself  and the things that 
I love to read. I also enjoy writing mystery, because 
when I first start writing, I don’t even know where it 
is going to go, but by the end of  the process, I do end 
up liking the outcome.

by Megan
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T he refugee crisis is an international issue that 
affects millions of  people worldwide. Almost 
83 million people have been forced from their 

home countries because of  war, persecution and 
destruction, and must flee to a new country for 
safety. Thousands of  refugees are living in extreme 
poverty and danger, fearing for their lives every day. 
So, what is the refugee crisis? Why does it matter? 
What can you do to help? 

What is the refugee crisis? 
Every minute, thirty people worldwide are forced 
to flee their homes. Millions of people are fleeing 
persecution, war, and extreme danger in their 
home countries, and are looking to build better 
lives for themselves and their children. Hundreds 
of thousands of refugees are living in some of the 
worst living conditions imaginable, suffering from 
malnutrition, disease and violence.  

What is a refugee? 
What is the difference between a refugee, an asylum 
seeker, and a migrant? 

An asylum seeker is someone who is seeking protection 
from persecution or violence. A refugee is an asylum 
seeker who is granted refugee status. A migrant is 
someone who moves to another country of their 
own volition. 

What’s happening? 
Globally, there are 82.4 million refugees; that’s 
over three times the entire population of Australia. 
Of that number, there are 1.4 million refugees that 
need immediate resettlement. ‘Resettlement’ 
is the term for the provision of a safe place and 
the safe settlement of refugees in another country. 
Australia is one of the many resettlement countries 
around the world that provide safety for refugees. 
‘Immediate resettlement’ refers to those who have 
a medical risk or are vulnerable and need urgent 
action. 

The UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees) is a UN agency that assists 

refugees and communities with resettlement and 
repatriation. Organisations like Caritas, Amnesty 
International and Red Cross have volunteer 
programs and financial aid for asylum seekers and 
refugees, especially in camps. 

Most asylum seekers are located in developing 
countries, many of which do not have the 
infrastructure or economic stability to care for so 
many vulnerable people. Refugee camps have been 
set up all around the world, many being home to 
hundreds of thousands. These camps are large, 
city-size structures, but the shelters are inadequate 
and often lack ventilation, chimneys, and sufficient 
space. 

Refugee camps lack the resources to sustain their 
residents. These camps need adequate shelter, 
food, water, education, medical care and legal aid; 
however, poor finances and ill climates mean that 
refugees in camps are most likely malnourished, 
sick, and extremely vulnerable to the climate 
extremes.  

In Jordan, the Za’atari refugee camp holds around 
80,000 people. The Kakuma camp in Kenya 
houses 160,000-180,000 people. Kutupalong, in 
the Cox’s Bazar region of Bangladesh, is home to 
roughly 800,000 asylum seekers, many of whom 
are Muslim Rohingya people fleeing persecution 
in Myanmar.  

Refugees in camps are vulnerable to malnutrition, 
extreme poverty, violence, crime, and disease.  

While many asylum seekers live in camps, some 
have been granted refugee status and resettled 
in developed countries, like Australia, the UK or 
Canada. Developed countries generally have the 
capacity and capability to accommodate refugees. 
Most countries have refugee programs for the 
settlement and care of legal refugees after they 
arrive. All people have the right to seek asylum, 
and countries that signed the 1951 Convention 
are obligated to accept and treat with respect 
any refugees on their land. However, many 
countries (including Australia) put undocumented 
immigrants and asylum seekers arriving illegally 

into detention centres. Many non-refugees blame 
the asylum seekers for arriving by boat, not having 
a visa or not possessing identity documents, but 
plenty of people just don’t have that option. It can 
be far more dangerous to wait in your country 
for authorisation or a visa than it is to just run, 
especially if you are fleeing persecution or war. 
Some cannot obtain official documents, and those 
who have to flee quickly must leave them behind. 
People smugglers, who transport asylum seekers, 
might confiscate documentation or have them 
destroyed. 

It might take years to get out of a detention centre. 
Once you apply for refugee status, the Department 
of Immigration assesses applications on a case-
by-case basis according to the United Nations 
Refugee Convention. The average time spent in 
an Australian detention centre is now the highest 
it’s ever been at 668 days. Some people have been 
recorded to have spent as long as ten years in 
detention.  

Life is still difficult as a resettled refugee. Many 
resettled refugees experience extreme racism and 
xenophobia. Some (non-refugee) people view 
the large number of asylum seekers as a problem 
and believe the immigrants will cause harm to 
themselves and their countries by stealing jobs and 
committing crimes. 

Refugees suffer from a myriad of issues, and human 
empathy is often not extended to them simply 
because they had to flee their country. 

SO
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S THE REFUGEE CRISIS by Aimee
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LGBTQI + AWARENESS
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L GBT—I’m sure many of  you have heard of  
this term. Whether it be discrimination against, 
rallying for, or, who knows, maybe you even 

know someone – or are someone - who fits outside 
of  the cis/straight stereotypes. For those who don’t 
know, the acronym stands for Lesbian (a female or 
female-aligned person who is sexually attracted to 
other females), Gay (a person sexually attracted 
to people of  the same gender as they are, usually 
referring to males), Bisexual (a person sexually 
attracted to two or more genders, typically men and 
women), Transgender (a person whose gender does 
not align with their physical sex); or, in extended 
form: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Questioning (a person who is questioning of  their 
sexual attraction or gender identity), Intersex (a 
person with both male and female genitals or sex 
characteristics), Asexual (a person of  limited, or 
lacking, in sexual attraction). Some other terms 
include pansexual (sexually attracted to all, or 
regardless of, gender), polysexual (sexually attracted 
to multiple but not all genders), non-binary (a 
person whose gender does not fit into the boy-girl 
binary spectrum) and genderfluid (a person whose 
gender can change over short periods of  time).  

Why LGBTQI+ pride 
exists and why straight 
pride doesn’t.

There have been many attempts to make straight 
pride a thing. An American group called Super 
Happy Fun America have once tried to organise a 
“Straight is Great” celebration. 

While the organisers tried to play it off as simply 
showing off their pride for being straight, this 

offended many members of  the LGBTQI 
community and here’s why.

In the past, and even today, queer people have been 
discriminated against because of  who they are. 
People who identify as straight or cisgender have 
never had to deal with that, because they fit in with 
the structure that people have deemed as ”normal”. 
Pride comes with discrimination, threats, fear, and 
the other negative consequences that people who 
are straight or cisgender have never had to deal 
with.

Side-note: not all straight or cisgender people are 
like this. Only a few. 

So while this Super Happy Fun America group 
may believe that they deserve a pride day and 
marches, they lack the long history of  hatred that 
makes LGBTQI pride a thing that comes to life. 
Because, without anybody making somebody feel 
like they shouldn’t be proud to be who they are (and 
this includes women and people of  colour wanting 
equality), there is no reason why they should be 
proud to finally have the privilege to walk around 
and be who they are. 

LGBT Characters on 
television.
As you may have noticed, a lot of  the shows 
you may watch on Netflix, Cartoon Network, 
Nickelodeon and other platforms are beginning to 
include LGBT characters. 

You may have wondered what the point is of  
including same-sex relationships in modern 

content, thinking that it shouldn’t matter who they 
love as long as it’s a good show. Well, I hate to break 
it to you buddy: that’s homophobia. The reality is, 
that queer people have always been left out from 
pop-culture that it’s pretty much automatic for the 
brains of  the uninformed to erase them too, which 
is why we need to normalise the idea and get the 
message out there that queer people are normal. 
They’re a part of  everyday life, just like people 
of  colour. Get used to it. And also, if  you think 
it shouldn’t matter what a fictional character’s 
sexuality or gender is, why do you care enough to 
mention it? 

The Rainbow Flag 

The rainbow flag is the most common symbol of  
the LGBTQI community, but some may just know 
it as the gay flag. Or you might refer to it as the 
pride flag but think that it only encompasses those 
who love people of  the same gender as themselves.   
This flag actually represents all those who identify 
as queer- not just lesbians and gay people. It was 
invented by Gilbert Baker, an openly gay artist 
and drag queen, in 1978 by request of  Harvey 
Milk, an openly gay official of  the United States 
government. Baker saw the rainbow as “flag of  
the sky” and adopted it as the original pride flag 
with colours of  pink, red, orange, yellow, green, 
turquoise, indigo, and violet, but it has been 
adapted to only red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
and purple. The rainbow colours represent the 
diversity in the LGBT community, as there are so 
many different sexualities and gender identities 
that aren’t classified as ”straight” or ”cisgender”.

by Alice
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DARAMALAN THEATRE COMPANY 

O ver the course of  the year, artistic students 
from all years at Dara work to create their 
own special piece of  art to be showcased at 

the end of  the year. From sculptures to paintings, 
the hall is full of  masterpieces created by our very 
own students at the end of  term 4. The inspiration 
for these are found anywhere and everywhere. 
The pain caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, for 
example resonated with a lot of  students in 2020, 
and inspired them to create meaningful art. 

Wakakirri  by Jennifer 
Year Nine student, Jack has offered to answer some 
questions in an interview regarding the troupe’s 
performance in 2021 titled Someday Soon.  

Why did you audition for this 
year’s Wakakirri? 

Dance at Daramalan Collage is a strong aspect 
of  our identity. The DDC (Daramalan Dance 
Company) are a group of  kind, hardworking artists 
who work tirelessly to create and present dance for 
events such as the annual Wakakirri competition.  

Have you had much experience 
with Wakakirri before?  

The only other experience that I’ve had 
with Wakakirri before was last year when Dara 
entered for the first time, and we filmed “Strictly 
Ballroom” in the hall for an electronic submission 
as COVID-19 was stopping us from performing 
live. We ended up winning story of  the year, which 
is a huge achievement.  

How does the Wakakirri process and 
performance differ from past experiences? 

The main difference between Wakakirri this year 
in comparison to last year is that we were actually 
able to perform at the Canberra Theatre for a full 
house, compared to last year where we filmed our 
performance in McCowage Hall. It felt amazing 
to be able to return to live theatre and dance in 
front of  an audience again. The rehearsal process 
looked very similar to last year, with one of  the 
major differences being that we weren’t able to 
incorporate as many levels this year as we did not 
have the freedom of  the hall, and we were limited 
in space on the theatre stage.  

Why do you enjoy dance so much?  

I love how dance is so creative and unlimiting. 
There are no limits or rules to what you can or 
cannot perform, and it’s a great way to express 
yourself. Dance is a very physical art that focuses 
on movement above anything else, and I really love 
that about it. I love how no one judges you and you 
are able to tell your own individual story in your 
own, unique way through a graceful art form such 
as dance. 

How did the COVID-19 pandemic 
affect Wakakirri this year?  

One of  the main impacts that COVID-19 had 
on Wakakirri this year is that we were limited in the 
number of  people that we could have at the actual 
theatre. While this didn’t affect us very much, we 
also had to be very vigorous about cleaning and 
ensuring that everyone was healthy on the day. 

How did the community treat the 
production process?   

The entire cast and crew were all very 
enthusiastic about the performance, which made 
rehearsals easy and fun for everyone. Our lovely 

teachers Ms Chapman and Ms Cronan made 
rehearsal times fair and easy to remember. Our 
teachers were really fair to us and we really 
appreciate them. 

Would you recommend this experience to 
others? Why?   

This experience has been amazing for me, and I 
will treasure the memories and friends I have made 
as a part of  the cast forever. I would definitely 
recommend Dance Troupe/ Wakakirri as an 
excellent way for new students to get into the 
performing arts, as well as the theatre company. 
I have had a wonderful time working on the 
performance with everyone, and I would definitely 
recommend it for anyone interested in the 
performing arts. 

Can you recall a memorable moment? If  
so, what is it?  

For me, the most memorable moment of  the 
performance was walking out into the light in the 
Canberra Theatre, with the lights up and being 
able to witness the true magic of  our performance. 
Looking out into the audience and seeing 1200 
people sitting there is daunting, but it is rewarding 
being able to perform in front of  live audiences 
again. 

Dance at Daramalan is a thriving community 
consisting of  talented people who truly enjoy 
what they do. It’s always open to newcomers, so 
if  you’d like to join in on the DTC feel free to 
contact Mrs Cronan or Mrs Chapman. Anyone 
and everyone is always welcome. 

TH
E A

RT
S

by Aimee

E very year, Daramalan College puts on two 
school theatre productions; one for college 
students (11-12) and one featuring junior 

students (7-10). This year, the junior production 
is Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
Auditions took place mid-term three, and the 
talented cast began rehearsals at the beginning 
of  this semester. Over the holidays, the cast and 
crew went on a week-long camp to begin the 
development of  what is sure to be a brilliant show. 

Daramalan Theatre Company productions offer 
incredible opportunities for students of  all ages. 
Kids can explore and develop their talents, make 
new friends and work in an amazing environment 
filled with passionate, creative people. 

The production has options for kids of  all talents. 
Of  course, the drama-lovers have an opportunity 
to demonstrate their skills, but there are plenty of  
other roles requiring a range of  different skills.  

The tech crew are in control of  all the technical 
facets of  the production, like lighting, sound, rigging 
and props. They are essential to the performance, 
knitting together every aspect of  the show to create 
a seamless production.  

The music for the show is being written and 
produced by our very own Jo P. in year nine. She 
has already worked tirelessly over the last few weeks 
to compose pieces of  music for almost every scene 
and character in the show, collaborating with the 
actors and crew to create stunning pieces full of  
emotion, depth and heart. Truly, she is an asset to 
our show. 

The assistant director is another integral student 
role. Eliza R. is filling that role brilliantly, using 
her great organization, communication, and 
management skills to help Mr Woodward create 
an amazing show. 

And of  course, the cast. No one could write an 
article about the production without mentioning 

them! They’ve been working hard to fill the shoes 
of  the characters thought up by Shakespeare 
four hundred years ago. Their passion and skills 
have been instrumental in the crafting of  this fine 
production. 

The cast and crew’s dedication and commitment to 
the production is simply astounding.  
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W e all know Daramalan offers an extensive 
list of subjects and electives, ranging 
from the arts and media to science and 

technology. The options grow as students move 
through high school, and the many elective options 
allow students to develop skills that can help them 
pursue careers later in life. 

Many students are in love with their electives and 
enjoy the freedom Daramalan offers to pursue 
passions within school. Electives also allow students 
to connect with peers that share a common love, 
whether it be for the arts, science and technology, 
or PE. 

“I really like the elective program; it allows students 
to explore and excel in the subjects they enjoy.” - 
Jo, Yr 9 student 

There are also many extracurricular opportunities 
available at Daramalan outside of school hours. 
Students have forged new friendships and developed 
skills by participating in clubs and groups. There 
are, of course, many sporting extracurriculars 
mentioned on page 3, so we’ll explore some of the 
other opportunities there are to try.  

Debating 
Daramalan College’s debate teams participate in 
the ACT Secondary Schools Debate Competition. 
Debating is an excellent way to practise public 
speaking skills, diction, logic, rational thinking, and 
teamwork. Participating in debates against teams 
from other schools provides a unique opportunity 
to socialise and meet other students, and represent 
your school with pride. Contact Ms. Milgate for 
information. 

“Debating has really helped me to grow my speaking 
and thinking skills, and you get to meet other 
students from other schools and go head-to-head 
in an enjoyable competition. It’s also a good way to 
learn about different issues and maybe gain a new 
perspective on them.” – 

Anonymous Yr 9 student, Senior Debating Team. 

Choir 
The Daramalan College Choir is an engaging 
environment that connects students with a passion for 
singing. As many of the students at Dara will know, the 
choir regularly performs at school masses and assemblies, 
but that’s not all they do! The choir participates in 
eisteddfods and competitions, hosts a caroling night at 
the school in December and visits old folks’ homes to 
bring a little joy around Christmastime. They have won 
many times in the Canberra and Wagga Eisteddfods. 

Contact Ms. Dunn for information. 

“The vibe of it is cool. And you get chocolates at the 
end, so…” - Jennifer, Yr 9 student, Daramalan College 
Choir.

“The Daramalan College Choir, though small in 
number, is great in integrity, grace, and friendship.” 
- Lucy, Yr 9 student, Daramalan College Choir 

Writers’ Club 
According to everyone on the editorial team, 
the Daramalan Writers’ club is the greatest group in 
the school, so I’ve taken the liberty of declaring that 
a capital-f Fact. Well, maybe we’re a little biased – 
we are, of course, all in the club. But what a blast it 
is! Every second Monday from 3:45-5 pm, students 
gather in the Seminar room and share their love of 
writing. The activities range from learning writing 
techniques and analysing famous texts to writing 
narratives and short stories. The members of the club 
also love to enter competitions, which is why this is 
a special edition of our magazine this week! Every 
other week, the club joins a Zoom meeting with a 
published author and learns a bit about their story 
and career, as well as writing tips and advice. This is 
an invaluable experience for the young writers, and 
in the past we’ve been joined by Jack Heath, Craig 
Cormick, Susanne Gervay, Matt Rogers, Tracy 
Hawkins, Amanda McLeod, and soon we will have 
Wendy Orr and Paul Bissett coming to present to us. 
See Ms Kiraly if you are a keen writer and you are 
interested in joining us.

Bands 
Daramalan College has a wide range of musical 
opportunities available to students. The bands, run 
by the music department and head music teacher 
Michael Jackson, are filled with joy, friendship, and 
of course, amazing music. The bands include the 
Beginner Band, the Junior Band, the Senior Concert 
Band, the Jazz Band and the String Ensemble. If you 
play an instrument, joining a Dara Band is a great 
way to express yourself and connect with your peers. 
The bands are known for their talent and prowess 
at music competitions; they have knocked many 
an eisteddfod simply out of the park. Contact Mr 
Jackson for information. 

“Band is really fun because you get to meet new 
people from different year groups, you are introduced 
to new music and at the same time developing your 
skills. It really helps me with stage fright, going 
to eisteddfods and music performance nights.” 
-Eliza, Yr 9 student, Junior Band 

Social Justice Crew 
If you want to get involved in causes you believe 
in and raise awareness for important charities and 
organizations, the Social Justice club is the way to 
go. Over the past few years, the group has raised 
tens of thousands of dollars for organizations like the 
Kids With Cancer Foundation, Caritas Australia, 

St Vincent De Paul, Lifeline, Kids Helpline, World 
Vision and the RSPCA. The crew has also organised 
fund-raising events at Daramalan and in the local 
community like the World’s Greatest Shave, Dara’s 
annual Charity Walk, the Vinnies Winter Appeal, 
and many bake sales or drink stands in the quads 
at lunchtime to raise money for charity. One of 
the biggest things they do is baking for HOME 
in Queanbeyan. HOME is a long-term supported 
living centre for people who suffer from mental 
illnesses and cannot live independently.  Students 
and staff bake quiches, lasagne, cakes, cookies, pies, 
and more for the residents, and it brings a smile to 
their faces to enjoy a delicious meal cooked with care. 

OzClo 

OzClo, or the Australian Computation and 
Linguistics Olympiad, is a language-focused 
competition for Aussie high school students. In 
teams of four, students will solve puzzles about 
real languages that they will have likely never 
encountered before.  

In 2021, Daramalan College pitted 7 teams of four 
against one another, each team solving the same 
language problems as fast as they can. Two teams 
scored points above the competition threshold, a 
Year 9 team and a Year 10 team, and they went on 
to compete against other schools at the ANU. Some 
of the languages they came up against this year were 
Latvian, Ogham (an ancient written language from 
Ireland) and Ancient Mandarin. 

“OzClo was a really unique experience. I found it 
fascinating to explore languages that I had never 
even heard of before, and trying to decipher meaning 
and create a strategy to solve problems was tough, 
but so rewarding. It was actually way more fun than 
I thought it would be, too.” - Daniel. 

Pi Day 
One final activity that many students 
at Daramalan participate in is Pi Day. On the 14th 
of  March (3.14 in American date style - the first 
three digits of  Pi!) students gather to recite as many 
digits of  pi as they can. The current school record is 
420 digits! Although, it’s far off the 100,000+ digits 
recited by Akira Haraguchi, the current world 
record holder. Though no one expects to beat the 
record, young mathematicians still have plenty of  
fun - which is probably boosted by the reward of  a 
delicious meat pie for participants! 

ACADEMICS AT DARA  by Aimee
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L ibraries are mysterious places by trade, and 
the Daramalan library is no exception. 
Books line every shelf; the cream walls are 

dotted with paintings. Great windows face North-
Eastwards, overlooking the carpark and entrance 
to reception, and wooden beams stand in a neat 
row, taped upon them are columns of  posters and 
notices. At the North-West end there is a tall glass 
pillar, its four large panes tainted, ever so slightly, 
emerald, and lines of  silver lamps shed rings of  a 
pale light upon the tables between the shelves. In the 
daytime, especially during lunch, students crowd 
the desks chatting or playing board games, letting 
out cries of  triumph or dismay as their dice topples 
off the table and bursting into uproars of  laughter 
when someone drops the punchline to a horrible 
joke. During this time, the multiple librarians 
prowl between the teenagers, occasionally pushing 
a chair back in or sternly directing a student to go 
outside to finish their food. But in the night, when 
the curtains are all drawn and everyone has gone 
home to rest in their beds, that’s when things start 
to get supernatural… 

   Rings of  toadstools spring from the carpets, almost 
as soon as the light fades from the room. A faint 
buzzing in the air greets the welcome darkness, and 
faint golden particles drift amongst the shelves and 
tables, although there is no breeze to push them 
along. Though they cannot be seen, shadows flit 
between the pages of  the books, causing a quiet 
rustling of  paper brushing paper, similar to that of  

leaves in a forest. A dark creature ambles through 
the psychology section, making no sound except a 
low humming as it sings to itself, under its breath: 

 

“Clouds float through the sky  
In the day, in the night,  
Dark splotches against  

A great starry sky  
Inthe night; in the day  

They’re soft shades of  grey  
With the promise of  rain,  
Or a bright sunny day…” 

  
Tiny things buzz through the air, both living and 
solid but somehow unreal. Thick fog rises inside 
the tall glass pillar like some kind of  chimney; 
shafts of  blue-silver moonlight filter through the 
gaps between the blinds. The bright night seems 
to be captured in this great room, although all is 
dark... all is dark... 

But the students? They know this not. The secret 
of  the Daramalan library is no less real than it is 
unknown. 

FOR YOUR READING ENJOYMENT

The Library           

a  s h o r t  s t o r y
The Priory of  the Orange Tree by 
Samantha Shannon

The House of  Berethnet has ruled the 
Queendom of  Inys for a thousand years. As 
long as a Berethnet is on the throne, the world 
will be safe from the torment of  the Nameless 
One and his draconic army. Queen Sabran 
must have a child to prevent the monster’s 
awakening - but assassins are creeping closer 
to her throat.

Ead Duryan has been sent to secretly protect 
Queen Sabran with her magic. She is part of  
a secret society of  warrior-mages who must 
prevent the Nameless One’s rise - but her 
loyalties waiver as she gets drawn deeper into 
a plot far larger than she imagined.

Across the sea, Tane has been training to be a 
dragon rider since childhood. However, she is 
faced with a choice that sets her down a path 
of  political schemes and ancient mysteries.

The Priory of  the Orange Tree is an epic 
tale, brimming with magic, war, twisted plots 
and unexpected love, all set in a rich and 
immersive world. I really enjoyed this book, 
especially the incredible worldbuilding and 
the exploration of  religion and mythology. 
The characters were compelling and unique, 
each with their own complex flaws, strengths 
and ideas about the world. While the second 
half  does feel slightly rushed, it is a minor 
flaw compared to the rest of  the novel.

Though the length of  the book might seem 
daunting (804 pages), it is absolutely worth it. 
The beautiful world, nuanced characters and 
epic action sequences will keep you rooted to 
your seat.

BOOK REVIEW
by Aimee Perrett

by Caitlin


