
The Friends’ School 2019 
Twilight Fair kicked off with 
sunshine and many happy 
faces. This year’s fair was 
focussed on community and 
sustainability. The Clemes 
foyer was turned into a 
sustainability hub with stalls 
selling bamboo and metal 
straws, plants and succulents, 
homemade blackberry and 
sage kombucha, beeswax 
wraps and more! 

In the Undercroft, people 
chatted and laughed over 
books at the annual book 
stall, and just outside was the 
ever present Clemes Council 
Potato Twist stall. The Farrall 
Centre was ringing with 
music from various marimba 
ensembles which the 
audience could enjoy along 
with a delicious cheese platter 
from the Bruny Island Cheese 
Company.

Outside there were 
crepes, donuts, burgers and 
wood fired pizza available 
amongst the talented 
student buskers from Morris 
through to Clemes. Lochie 
Angel, Amanda Gardner, 
Mem Thorpe, Henry 
Dunbabin, and many more 
all performed throughout 
the evening. 

Fun new activities were 
on offer, such as ‘Splash 
the Keeper’, f loral and sea 
life themed gift cards were 
available from High School 
students, and the lolly jar 
lucky dip from Morris 
students was once again 
incredibly popular. 
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Friends’ Twilight Fair a success!

The community pitched 
in and created a vibrant 
and sugary cupcake stall 
that looked too good to 
eat. Meanwhile, the annual 
toy stall was set up with a 
play area for kids to select 
their next favourite toy. 
If the kids weren’t at the 
toy stall or guzzling lollies 
they could be found on the 
playground making new 
friends. There was plenty 
for the adults attending 
too, with home-made jam 
stalls and beautiful f loral 
arrangements. 

Fair HQ could answer 
any question, give first 
aid, return lost children 
and made sure that the 
2019 Twilight Fair was the 
most enjoyable fair yet. 
This event was once again 
a highlight for the entire 
Friends’ School community, 
and the funds raised at the 
fair will benefit students 
through various projects an 
co-curricular activites. 

Thank you to the Fair 
Committe for their hard 
work and dedication in 
organising this year’s event.

Delicious Bruny Island cheese platters 

The house of opportunity
This year, Walker House 

continues to be a bustling, 
supportive and fun 
environment for the staff and  
students in residence.  

 Walker House, located 
on Lewis Street, is almost 
at full capacity, which is an 
outstanding achievement 
in comparison to other 
schools that are currently 

experiencing a decline of 
boarding members. Walker 
House continues to provide 
an educational safe-haven for 
Boarders from Years Seven 
to Twelve, allowing students 

to grow and mature with 
support from fellow students 
and staff.

The Director of Walker 
House Residence, Matt 
Dixon, explained the unique 

lifestyle at the Boarding 
House; “This is my fourth 
year in Walker House, with 
seven years of boarding in 
total. I absolutely love this...

Max Schulze

Steve Barratt and Nelson File enjoying the evening’s events

Rosie Maxwell and Meg Pointon at the Potato Twist stall A fair favourite; crêpes! 

Laura Johnson, Emilie Ayre, Emily Heathcote Fair HQ  Photos by Ellie Griffin
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Thank you to the many contributors who 
have made this issue of Focus possible. 

This paper is produced by students of The 
Friends’ School. 

The views in this newspaper do not 
necessarily represent those of the Members 

of the Board of Governors or their 
nominees.
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Students Relay for Life 

Photo by Steven Shen. Left to right; Helen Han, Owen Wong, Aya Gibson and Elizabeth Scott

...job, as the Boarding 
House is almost like a big 
family where you get to 
experience the highs and 
the lows of each individual 
boarder”. Matt also pointed 
out; “It is a very strong 
environment to live and 
to learn in with an open 
perspective of academic and 
cultural development”.

 Students have access to 
a wide range of facilities, 
such as the Friends’ Health 
& Fitness memberships, 
after school tutoring and 
mentoring, their own room 
and convenient study spaces.

From a student’s 
perspective, Ansel Luk says 
“I love life at the boarding 
house, I really like the vibe 
of living with other students 
in a community and also 
being able to experience 
an Australian culture in 
comparison to a lifestyle in 
Hong Kong”.

 “I made the decision to 
come to The Friends’ School 
as I really like Hobart as a 
city and the school and the 
boarding house had so much 
to offer, one of the most 
interesting advantages with 
Friends’ is that it provides 
students with TCE and also 
IB courses.”

 Ansel Luk and his 
fellow boarders also get 
to experience all types of 

activities and general life 
skills including washing, 
cooking, time management, 
organization and many more 
skills.

 “Living here at Walker 
House has already had an 
influence on my life because 
by  contributing to these 

small jobs it has made me 
aware of my responsibilities”.

 The different types of food 
also play a major role in the 
learning process at Walker 
House, “I think it’s really 
great how the chefs mix and 
swap between the cultures 
of food and our chefs do a 
fantastic job”, said Ansel

The Walker House kitchen 
and dining room facilities 
are important in this family-
like community. Students, 
staff members and occasional 

visitors have the opportunity 
to mingle with their peers 
through gatherings such as 
afternoon tea, dinner time 
also study time.”

A roster is provided as 
each student is required to 
contribute to dinner duty 
once every week. This allows 

students to showcase their 
teamwork skills as they set 
up, ready for dinner and 
clean up afterwards. Certain 
jobs such as setting the 
tables, rinsing and stacking 
the dirty dishes and loading 
them into the scullery are 
distributed around the small 
groups. 

One of the Walker House 
chefs, Den, says that as a 
teenager, he had an interest 
in cooking and decided 
to give it a go and follow 

this pathway which led to 
becoming a chef at The 
Friends’ School Boarding 
house.

 “My favorite part about 
this job is certainly the kids; 
they are always happy and 
friendly and since I’ve been 
here, every group each year is 

The annual Relay for Life 
cancer awareness event yet 
again bears witness to The 
Friends’ School team walking 
up a storm. The 2019 Relay 
took place at the Domain 
Athletics Centre on the 23rd 
of March with a 1pm start 
and concluded on the 24th 
at 9am. This year, forty-two 
students from both campuses 
participated in the Relay for 
Life and raised close to six 
thousand dollars! 

The event gives people 
a chance to properly 
acknowledge and recognise all 
the different ways people are 
touched by cancer. Each year, 
The Friends’ School enters 
a team of High School and 
Clemes students into the Relay 
for Life and provides them with 
the opportunity to raise funds 
and awareness for a disease that 
effects many Australians. 

Helen Han, who has been 
coordinating the Friends’ 
Relay for Life team since 2015, 
organised many exciting events 

to fundraise and raise awarness 
for cancer. The Friendlies team 
hosted multiple fundraising 
events within the School, 
including a bake sale, a 
three-legged relay as well as 
arranging many guest speakers 
to come to talk to both the 
High School and Clemes 
students. Anthony Edwards, 
the State Project Manager - 
Relay for Life from the Cancer 
Council Tasmania had given a 
very informative talk on how 
the money we raised helped 
cancer patients. 

During the event, students 

and teachers alike hit the 
running track to carry the 
Friends’ eternal flame all day 
and night long. Compared 
to last year’s event with gale 
force winds causing the event 
to conclude early, this year’s 
overnight stay was calmer and 
carried on until the end.  

There were many different 
tents and stalls set up to raise 
money within the event that 
included lots of fun activities 
as well as food and drinks! “It 
was a fantastic event with a 
beautiful atmosphere where so 
many students were walking 

or running around the track, 
learning Bollywood moves, 
dancing to the silent disco and 
generally having a great time 
with friends,” said Helen.

The money raised prior to and 
during the event goes towards 
all aspects of a patient’s life, 
such as support, information, 
bills, accommodation, as well 
as ground breaking research 
into the disease. 

All in all, the excitement and 
wonderful atmosphere of the 
Relay for Life event makes it an 
annual meeting not to miss. 

fantastic. 
This position is very 

rewarding, we get to have 
some fun with things such 
as celebrating birthdays 
which is always nice”.  Den 
explained.

Students at Walker 
House are grateful for 
these opportunities that 
The Friends’ School offer; 
it prepares students well for 
future life encounters and a 
very bright, positive-minded 
and productive future.

The Walker House community 

Continued from page 1
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Art students explore Melbourne  
In this digital age, 

everything can be found 
online, resulting in a lack of 
interactive experiences. This 
is especially the case with art, 
as an artist will always put 
their essence into their work, 
and the only way to fully 
grasp this is seeing that art in 
person. 

The need to see ‘live art’ is why 
the 2019 Melbourne Art Trip 
took place. Fourteen Friends’ 
School Art students and three 
Art teachers departed from 
Hobart for Melbourne for two 
days filled with art, artists, and 
great people. The trip consisted 
of visits to the National Gallery 
of Victoria, Ian Potter Gallery, 
Heide Gallery, and for the 
International Baccalaureate 
students, an exciting seminar. 

On Day One, students and 
teachers were lucky enough 
to view the Julian Opie and 
Nendo X Escher exhibitions. 
Julian Opie is a visual artist 
for the New British sculpture 
movement; he focuses on 
bold black lines, inspired by 
the pop art movement. Opie’s 
exhibition showcased his most 
iconic works such as ‘Sara 
Dancing’ (sparkly top) in 2004 
to Dimitri 3 in 2016. The 
Nendo X Escher exhibition 
was a collaboration between 
Nendo, the Japanese design 
studio and Maurits Cornelis 
Escher, a Dutch graphics 
artist. The exhibition was 
designed to be an immersive 
experience, using Escher’s 

works but incorporating 
Nendo’s touch into it. The 
result was a highly spectacular 
show, with interactive pieces, 
optical illusions, and some of 
Escher’s most famous works 
like Relativity 1953, Hand 
with Reflecting Sphere 1935, 
and Reptiles 1943. 

On the second day, the group 
visited Heide Gallery, which 
included Mirka Mora’s, Pas De 
deux and Danica Chappell’s, 
Thickness of time. The estate 
contained three separate 
buildings, Heide I, II, and III. 
Heide I was the first home of 
John and Sunday Reed, who 
both helped financed and 
nourished a few of Australia’s 
greatest artists. The estate 
showed what life was like in 
Heide, with photos of the artists 
and their friends. The Reeds 
took in artists such as Danila 
Vassilieff, Sidney Nolan, John 
Perceval, Arthur Boyd, Albert 
Tucker and Joy Hester which 
resulted in the creation of 
many great collections such as 
Ned Kelly, paintings by Sidney 
Nolan. Heide II is the estate’s 
most famous example of 
modern architecture, winning 
the Victorian Enduring 
Architecture Prize in 2016. 
Heide III is the main exhibition 
space, where Danica Chappell’s 
Thickness of Time and Mirka 
Mora’s Pas De deux were held 
this year. Danica Chappell is a 
Melbourne-based visual artist, 
her exhibition in Heidi focused 
on exploring different aspects 
of photography. Mirka Mora 
was a French-Australian visual 
artist who contributed in the 

development of contemporary 
art in Australia. Her exhibition 
in Heide III had some of her 
most personal pieces of work 
varying from her sketches 
to her dolls. After Heide 
Gallery and the International 
Baccalaureate student seminar, 
the group met back up at the 
Ian Potter Gallery, which 
provided more galleries and 

the opportunities to explore 
the city. Most students went 
on walks around Federation 
Square, exploring Hosier Lane 
and Melbourne’s graffiti street, 
enjoying the big city briefly 
before heading home. 

Teacher Alice Bowman-
Shaw described the trip 
as, “A way of injecting an 
interactive live art experience 

into the beginning of their 
educational journey”.  From 
a teaching perspective, Alice 
also described the Art trip as 
an opportunity to develop 
friendships, as well as establish 
exciting intellectual dialogue 
about art; “I think the 
memories that are created on 
this trip are always cherished.”

The Art trip was an 

experience that allowed 
students to learn the extensive 
history of Australia’s art scene, 
to understand how far the 
national art scene has come 
and study where it all began. 
It was a truly unforgettable 
experience, that the students 
involved felt very lucky to be 
a part of alongside their new 
art family. 

Gloria Jeziel

Twilight delights once again!   
On the 20th of March, 

the UTAS and IB music 
students held their first 
Twilight Concert for the 
year in The Farrall Centre. 
This concert was the first 
chance for the students to 
perform on stage in front 
of a live audience and 
was assessed by the Head 
of Music at The Friends 
School, Paul Radford, with 
support from Dave Wilson.

Students performed a 
variety of different styles 
and genres of music from 
a range of instruments 
including piano, guitar, 
bass, f lute, marimba, drum 
and voice. A memorable 

performance came from Zoe 
Winter who sang ‘Morning 
Sun’ by Melody Gardot 
accompanied on the piano 
by Randal Muir. Her stage 
presence and clear passion 
for the song was evident in 
her movement and voice.

Jamie Wilson, a Friends’ 
Music Representative 
overcame technical 
difficulties with ease to 
perform ‘Angel Eyes’ by Earl 
K Bennett.  The professional 
performances from all of 
the students ref lected their 
hard work as well as the 
dedication of Paul Radford, 
whose commitment to 
excellence is always greatly 
appreciated by the students 
and the audience.

Joshua Smith

Top: Kyra Ginn, Chae-Yeon Kim, Christian Bugden, Simon Li, Alice Bowman-Shaw, Lexie Sheard, Ellie Guinan, Gloria Jeziel, 
Julian Clark, Josh Smith. Bottom: Stella Dawson-Damer, Milly Crombie, Miriam Berkery, Mem Thorpe.         Photo: Hamish Hall

Julian Clarke on the guitar                                                                                                                         Photo: Steven Shen
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International  Baccalaureate 20 years on
This year will mark the 20th year of the International Baccalaureate programme at The Friends’ School. 
This impressive milestone encourages us to look back on how it began and all the incredible opportunities it has created for students.
Zara Pritchard

The International 
Baccalaureate Diploma 
programme has been running 
in Years 11 and 12 for twenty 
years. The two-year diploma 
requires students to study at 
least one English, Humanities, 
Science and foreign language 
as well as complete 150 
hours of creativity, action 
and service. The Primary 
Years Programme has been 
running in the School for 
seventeen years and is a 

structured inquiry in which 
all teachers from Kindergarten 
to Year 6 are involved in 
developing and reviewing 
annually. The programme 
provides a framework to focus 
on the academic, cultural, 
physical, social and spiritual 
development of each child. 
Both programmes encourage 
an international perspective, 
ensuring students leave the 
School with the best possible 
preparation for life.

Twenty years ago, Joy Smith 
donated $20 000 to initiate the 
International Baccalaureate 
Programme in the School. 
Joy attended Friends’ herself 
and she was passionate about 
education. In 2016, she was 
invited back to the School to 

sit in an IB Year 11/12 Theory 
of Knowledge class where she 
was able to observe the fruits 
of her donation. She sadly 
passed away last year but her 
incredible contribution to the 
School is still remembered.

How it began; Joy Smith’s story

The International 
Baccalaureate programme 
was implemented under 
co-principals Stephanie 
and Lyndsay Farrall. Their 
inspiration for introducing the 
programme to the School first 
came from Stephanie’s father 
and his work in Switzerland 
in the early 50s at a school 
in Geneva.  As Geneva was 
the centre for the League of 
Nations and the European 
United Nations many families 
from all across Europe lived 
there. As the students came 
from across all different 
European regions their 
schooling backgrounds were 
very different, this  sparked 
discussions on forming an 
exam and qualification that 
could be recognised in every 
country. 

The structure of the 
International Baccalaureate 
was what really appealed to 

the Farralls. They believed 
the broader range of courses 
that must be studied within 
the programme would allow 
students to acquire a greater 
breadth of knowledge than 
achieved with the more 
specialised Tasmanian 
Certificate of Education.  A 
selling point was that every 
university in Australia accepts 
the IB as university entrance 
along with most universities 
in the world. Their hope was 
that this would allow students 
from The Friends’ School 
to study anywhere in the 
world. Another hope for the 
programme was that it would 
make the School a part of an 
international organisation that 
would provide opportunities 
for students and staff to travel 
providing “opportunities to 
do things that they otherwise 
wouldn’t have had a chance to 
do”. 

Most of the students who 
have completed the course have 
really enjoyed it and have been 
successful, Lyndsey noted, 
“Friends’ School results for 
the IB have always been really 
good”.  They also recognised 
an interesting aspect that the 
IB programme provided was 
a really close bond between 
the students, “Most people 
formed a team… they were 
quite enthusiastic about what 
they were doing and I think 
very satisfied with the choice 
they’d made”. 

A central aspect to the 
programme is holding a 
global perspective. Lyndsay 
Farrall explained that after the 
Second World War, everyone 
was concerned with what 
may be done to avoid war and 
acquire an international sense 
of peace. One of the things 
they believed could help was 
if people in different schools 

across the world could study 
similar programs and do 
classes together. Part of the 
program’s philosophy tries 
to build a better world and 
understand different cultures. 
The same ethos was already 
built into The Friends’ School, 
with exchange programs and 
the implementation of the IB 
only furthered the School’s 
international understandings. 

The Farralls are excited 
and proud of the School’s 
involvement in something so 
much greater than ourselves. 
In the light of recent world 
events, the importance 
of not only accepting but 
understanding others’ cultures 
has been incredibly prevalent, 
an ethos that both our 
school and the International 
Baccalaureate programme 
holds true. 

Developments through the Farralls

Below: Joy Smith (left) 1945 leaver and Ruth Bernard 1944 leaver

Above: Lyndsay and Stephanie Farrall  

Community

Photo: Sarah Walker

Zara Pritchard
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Harmony Week is dedicated 
to celebrating Australia’s 
cultural diversity, promoting 
inclusiveness, respect and 
a sense of belonging for 
everyone; reflecting some of 
the Quaker SPICEES. On 
Tuesday the 18th of March, 
Clemes students were given 
the opportunity to hear Old 
Scholar Hanif Iqbalzada’s 
story. Hanif spoke on ‘What 
things Tasmanians can do to 
help refugees’, from his first 
hand experience of what made 
him feel welcomed when he 
arrived in Tasmania as an 
asylum seeker. 

Hanif was born in a district 
in the south-west of Pakistan 
called Quetta, populated 
by the Hazara minority 
community which belong to 
the Shia sect of Islam. Despite 
suffering from violent attacks 
against his community, he 
graduated Year 12 and soon 

Hanif speaks on Harmony Week
Ellie Griffin

Hanif Iqbalzada with Principal Nelson File

after became an asylum seeker 
alongside four others heading 
to Australia. 

He boarded a boat to 
Thailand, then continued on 
to Malaysia, Indonesia and 
finally Christmas Island where 
he stayed one month. He was 
told, “You guys are here, you 
are safe,” before arriving in 
Tasmania and residing in 
Pontville detention centre.

 From here, Hanif restarted 
his life after this perilous 
journey, and was offered a 
life changing scholarship 
at The Friends’ School. His 
experience at the school 
prepared him for his degree 
at UTAS in medical research 
and it is at Friends’ that he 
met his best friend. 

After sharing his story, Hanif 
stated that throughout his life 
he did not know what would 
happen to him, but that he 
will always remain optimistic. 
This is a courageous response 
that speaks of his endurance 
and strength, something all 
individuals can cultivate. 

On Wednesday the 10th 
of April, Clemes students 
poured out of classrooms to 
enjoy sausages (Bratwurst), 
éclairs, and live music on the 
lawn for the 2019 German 
Celebration Day. The Clemes 
Council provided German flag 

C l emes ,  cu l ture ,  and  éc l a i r s
face paint, and the German 
exchange students mingled 
with The Friends’ School 
students, sharing laughs 
and enjoying the food and 
atmosphere together. The day 
was also a special farewell 
to former gap student Tolga 
Ozcan who had returned to 
the School during Term One 
to gain some work experience 

in classrooms. Tolga aspires 
to be a teacher and visited 
English and German classes 
throughout his stay, much to 
the delight of the students who 
met him in the High School. 
The day was a success and once 
again the School community 
celebrated diversity in the 
sunshine together.

Clemes students Emilie Ayre, Millie Bentley, Sophia Pauchet, and Tom Rive pose with Bratwurst and Eclairs. 
Photo: Ellie Griffin

Year 12 student Josh Smith performing with his band                   Photo: Ellie Griffin

Students enjoying the food, music and sunshine                    Photo: Ellie Griffin

Ellie Griffin

He described the 
protection and respect a 
community can offer to 

International

 Photo: Ellie Griffin

someone integrating into 
a new life and culture 
as invaluable. Friends’ 

students and staff 
recognise this and will 
remain a welcoming, open, 

generous, and supportive 
community to all. 
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“Every time when we go to the 
beach if we see any plastic we 

should pick it up”

“We should avoid driving cars 
too much, and we should ride 

bikes and walk more”

“We could have a plastic free 
week or month once a term. 
It’d be really hard for people to 
do it all the time but it’d help 

pollution”

Olivia Rayner, Year 5

Wolfgang Bauces, Year 5

Joseph Dick, Year 5

What do you think we as a community should do  
to fight climate change?

“Make sure to get involved 
when events come up, and be 
smart about how you conduct 
yourself on a day to day basis.”

Lottie Giudici, Year 12

“We should give money to 
someone who knows how to 
build something that gets oil 
in Antarctica that doesn’t hurt 

the environment.” 
Lily Bartel, Year 5

“We are given a lot of co-
curricular opportunities 

at school to help improve 
climate change and other 

environmental issues, so don’t 
be afraid to take these up, even 

in a small way.” 

Hana McCarthy, Year 11

“Instead of just talking about 
how we can fix it we should 
all take some initiative and 
as a school go out and do 
something that will make 

change.”

Josh Smith, Year 12

“Make small changes in your 
life such as using beeswax 
wraps and support climate 

focused political parties”

Henry Rheinberger, Year 11

‘’Raising awareness is a good 
thing to do so everyone is 

actually aware of
what’s going on. Like putting 
up posters so people are 
reminded of what’s going on.”

Lily Castrisios, Year 10

‘’I feel like we can do more 
than just free dress days. Even 
though we already have heaps 
of them. We could do other 
things to raise money, in 

particular for climate
change”

Amelia Beattie, Year 10

‘’We can ban plastic from the 
canteens.’’

Sacha Smith, Year 8

May 1st marked the annual 
Diversity Day for Clemes 
students, with members of 
the community dressing 
colourfully and participating 
in various activities in order to 
celebrate the diverse nature of 
the School community. 

Student volunteers sold 
baked goods at recess, and 
rainbow face painting and 
music was enjoyed at lunch, 
with a surpirse guest, the 
‘Diversity Dinosaur’ also 
appearing.

Over $400 was raised by 
students and staff on the day, 
with all funds being donated 
to the organisation Working 
it Out. 

The smooth running of 
the day’s activities was due to 
the diligent organisation of 

Friends of  Diversity; a student- 
run group at Clemes who aim 
to promote inclusivity within 
the School. Year 12 student 
and member of the group 
Nick Arnott said, “If you don’t 
celebrate diversity, no one 
really sees out of their own 
minds. It really allows you to 
access other people’s beliefs 
and views if you celebrate it. It 
just allows everyone a moment 
to appreciate and understand 
each other.” 

While the day’s activities had 
a positive effect, members of 
the group as well as others hope 
that the acceptance promoted 
on the day will continue to be 
upheld throughout the rest of 
the School year. 

“Our School should be 
a place that people feel 
comfortable expressing 
themselves and not worried 

about how they are received 
by their peers,” said Milly 
Crombie, Year 12, “we kept 
the Friends of Diversity group 

Clemes students get colourful for diversity
Amy Brook

“As much as small actions 
make an impact, big action 
have a bigger impact. So as a 
community I think we need 
to keep telling the people in 
charge what we want and 

what they need to do.” 
Riley Curtain, Year 10

Word on the street

alive for this very reason, so 
students that are unsure have a 
safe place to come where they 
know they will be welcomed 

warmly.” 
It was fantastic to see the 

Clemes community coming 
together to celebrate their 

differences, and students are 
already looking forward to 
Diversity Day next year.

Year 12 students Milly Crombie and Lucie 
Vaughan dressed colourfully to celebrate diversity photo: Amy Brook
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Clemes students hit the waves

Clemes Kayaking
On Saturday 16th of February, 

Clemes students made their 
way out of Hobart City to 
New Norfolk, where they had 
the opportunity to experience 
a unique activity that they 
wouldn’t usually encounter in 
their everyday lives; White-water 
kayaking in the Derwent river. 
Over the course of the two-day 
white-water river kayaking trip, 
participants acquired many 
different skills from their practice 
with standard kayaks as well as 
big rafting kayaks that they used 
on the second day for a better 
challenge.

Steven Shen and Ansel Luk 
were two lucky students along 
with other peers to have the 
opportunity to white water 

kayak. Steven said “it was great 
to gain the specific kayaking 
skills that allow you to experience 
different types of kayaks as there 
is bigger ones and also the smaller 
ones and also how it is different 
to learn how to kayak in a white-
water river as I have only had 
experience in sea kayaking.”

The students also found this 
trip extremely interesting; Ansel 
said, “I found the nature and 
the white-water river itself very 
interesting along with kayaking, 
as we don’t usually get to see those 
type of things very often”.

Along with the valuable skills 
gained out of this trip, students 
also headed back into Hobart 
with many funny moments and 
memories to share. “I found that 
the funniest part was getting into 
the water and seeing people flip 

their kayaks and falling into the 
freezing cold river” Steven stated.

Although everyone did a great 
job kayaking on this trip and 
became experts of navigating 
their rafts through white water, 
Ansel declared that he was the 
best kayaker without a doubt 
from the group.

All the kayakers loved their time 
and thought The Friends’ School 
did a fantastic job in providing 
these enjoyable activities for 
students to experience, they are 
also very keen to see more of these 
activities in the future.

Max Schulze

On March 1st and 2nd, 
Clemes students set off down 
the East Coast Highway to 
hunt down some waves. Their 
final destination, Bicheno, was 
where they would set up camp 
ready for an exciting experience 
of surfing.

During collaborative extra-
curricular activities such 
as surfing, teamwork and 
bonding are considered as 
vital skills to apply in these 

situations, as explained by a 
student, Gloria Jeziel. “We all 
had so much fun as it was quite 
a small group, so we bonded 
really well”. 

“On the Surf Trip, I learnt 
a loosely defined surf” said 
Gloria - this is a surfing tactic 
that allows you to “jump the 
queue” over a fellow surfer 
and take advantage of the 
wave. Student surfers were also 
informed about more serious 
dangers of surfing and the 
ocean as a whole, such as how 

to not get caught in a rip and 
many other useful strategies. 

“I am a swimmer so I love 
the ocean but I wanted to try 
something out of my comfort 
zone which is why I came 
on this trip”. “It definitely 
exceeded my expectations, we 
had so much freedom and time 
to explore the ocean and surf at 
our own pace, which made it 
incredible,” Gloria added. 

Max Schulze
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Year 8 Outdoor Ed
The Year 8 Outdoor 

Education day excursions 
were held from the 12th to 
the 15th of March. Activities 
included surfing and stand up 
paddle boarding, rafting on 
the Derwent, mountain biking 
and track building at Kellevie, 
coasteering and bushwalks, 
Blackmans Bay to Taroona. 

This year was the first time 
that Friends’ have delivered 
SUP at school. Tim Wheelan, 
Coordinator of Outdoor 
Education at Friends’ said; 
“Given the recent and rapid 
growth in this recreational 
interest it is timely to get formal 
training for our students (and 
staff) in this area.  Cremorne 
Lagoon provided the perfect 
venue with light winds, flat 
water and perfect sunshine 
for the experience.” Jono 
from Coastrider Surf School 
orchestrated the activity, 
providing the equipment and 
tuition for both students and 
staff to try stand up paddle 
boarding. All participants 
were seen happily controlling 
their own crafts whether 
that be kneeling or standing.  
Some groups managed to get 
a ‘Board Yoga’ moment in.  

Headstands, poses and the like 
added memories to the day.

The calm weather during 
the week of Year 8 outdoor 
excursion allowed many 
groups to swim carefully into 
and around several sea caves 
on the coasteering excursion.    
 One cave was entered through 
a narrow gap which then 
opened into a larger dark echo 
filled cavern.

The mountain bike venue 
moved to Kellevie this year. 
We thank Dave Mason and 
the Mountain Trails team 
for allowing us to use their 
mountain bike park.  Once 
riding on any number of the 

20km of trails was completed 
the students worked with the 
Mountain Trails team assisting 
in track maintenance and 
construction.

The Outdoor Ed Team 
thank all students for their 
organisation and enthusiasm 
which lead to a smooth 
operation of the program.  
Special thanks to Lauren 
Stranger for her efforts 
organising the week.

Frances Jago

Clemes Mountain Biking 

On Friday the 22nd of 
March a group of nine 
students went on a five-hour 
drive to the town of Derby 
for a weekend of mountain 
biking. The group arrived 

at the campsite at 9pm 
where after a very difficult 
construction of tents in 
the dark was followed by 
sleep. In the morning the 
team split off into two 
groups of skill level, one for 
experienced riders and one 
for the inexperienced riders. 

Throughout the camp both 
groups had covered a range 
of tracks and had seen a 
variety of environments. By 
Sunday it was the end of 
the mountain biking camp, 
there were minimal injuries 
and nine tired but wheelie 
happy faces.

Sebastian Kelcoyne-
Lawrence
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 Fergus Oats  (pictured) 
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The Friends’ School Girls’ 
Firsts soccer team was a force 
to be reckoned with this year. 
With a German gap student 
for a coach, the team was sure 
to have a successful season. 
Louis Romeu provided the 
girls with an intense training 
regime and vibrant side-line 
coaching as the games went on. 
With his vast soccer knowledge 
and German coaching style, 
the girls were given a great 
opportunity to learn a lot from 
the seasoned player and coach.

Practices were held bright 
and early at 7:15am on Tuesday 
mornings, where Coach Romeu 
set up complicated yet effective 
drills to further the team’s 
soccer skills. Each training was 
filled with set determination 
and concentration for the 
upcoming game, with a touch 
of laughter to go along with 
it. The team travelled far 
and wide every Wednesday 
afternoon, but would rejoice 
when the match would be at 
the School’s home oval at Bell 
Street. The team played many 
different schools from around 

G i r l s  Fi r s t s’  Socce r  Succe s s

Above: A team photo of the Firsts girls and coach Louis Romeu geared up and ready to play. 
Top right: Year 6 Girls Stella Pritchard, Hannah Zalstein & Sophie Kruimink at the Morris swimming carnival

Frances Jago

Sailing to Victory

Dervla Duggan

the Hobart district, such as 
Sacred Heart, Guilford Young 
College, Collegiate, Fahan, St. 
Mary’s and Mount Carmel. 

The other school teams 
posed as worthy opponents but 
it was Friends’ and Fahan who 
pulled out on top to fight for 

the winning crown. 
With Friends’ defending 

their title and Fahan hungry 
for a win, the game was sure 
to be an entertaining event. 
The game kicked off at the 
Fahan campus on a sunny 
Wednesday afternoon, with 

crowds flocking around the 
side-lines of the field eager to 
see their supported team pull 
out on top. 

The starting line-up of the 
Friends’ team included Hannah 
Bryant as goalkeeper, Ebony 
Yearsley, Maree Nikimaya 

and Jasmine Khan making 
up the forward line, Frances 
Jago, Edith Ashmore and Zara 
Nettleford were the starting 
midfielders and in defence, 
Anna-Meike O’Neill, Laura 
Johnson, Paris Menadue and 
Mackenzie Gossage.  

Fahan proved to be a fierce 
team to come up against but 
the score was nil all by the end 
of the match. 

In the last thirty seconds of 
the game, Friends’ goalkeeper 
Hannah Bryant went out with 
a bang (to the knee) and an 
attacking midfielder from the 
forward line was called to step 
up as substitute goalkeeper. 

With one of Friends’ team 
mates transferred from player 
to spectator, the girls were 
rattled and concerned for their 
injured team member. 

The game went into extra 
time. 

Finally, with five minutes of 
extra time to go, Fahan scored 
a goal off a great corner pass. 

The final score was 2 – 0 to 
Fahan who persevered with it 
through to the end. 

The girls, despite the loss, 
celebrated the end of a fantastic 
season with a birthday cake for 
Mackenzie and Easter eggs. 

Many thanks were passed 
around, in particular, to Louis 
Romeu, Shaun O’rouke and 
Ina Johnson. 

The 2019 Tasmanian 
Secondary Schools Teams 
Racing Championships, was 
sailed on the pristine Derwent 

river on the 6th and 8th of 
April. 

There were fourteen teams 
entered, seven schools and 
over a hundred people during 
this event, with Friends’ 

having entered three teams. 
The Friends’ team had an 
outstanding weekend coming 
away with the win for the fifth 
year in a row. The semi-finals 
were extremely tough, with 

Boys’ Firsts Cricket
Max Schulze

The Annual School 
Cricket Competition is 
a very enjoyable extra-
curricular activity, and 
the 2019 season has been 
yet another fun season. 

During Term One, The 
Friends’ School cricket 
team had the opportunity 
to participate in a round-
robin styled competition 
against other schools such 
as Hutchins, GYC and St 
Virgil ’s where both teams 
would have twenty overs 
each to make as many runs 
and take as many wickets 
as possible.

Coached by Paul Van 
Tienen and captained by 
Theo Ellingsen, the team 
set out to show the other 
schools what they were 
made of. 

Big sixes were hit, 
excellent wickets were 
taken and many memories 
were made as The Friends’ 
team f inished the season 
with one win and f ive 
losses.z

Team awards were 
presented at the end of the 
competition with Theo 
Ellingsen being awarded 
‘The Friends’ School 
Cricketer of The Year’, 
Leo Fountain winning 
‘The Biggest Six Award’ 
a long with Felix Charles 
claiming ‘The Best 
Dismissa l Award’.

The 2019 Twenty-
Twenty School Cricket 
Competition lived up to 
its expectations as it was 
an enjoyable, exciting 
season of cricket.

Friends’ Red fighting it out for 
third place against the Taroona/
Hobart college team. 

The Friends’ Red team 
consisted of Alice Buchanan 
(captain), Archer Ibbott, 
Oscar O’Donoghue, Harry 
Gregory, Clancy Gibson 
and Sam Legg.  The Friends’ 
Blue team consisted of Will 
Sargent (captain), Rupert 
Hamilton, Ethan Galbraith, 
James Gough, Laurie Jeffs 
and Eddie Reid. 

Alongside the mixed 
teams, Friends’ had entered 
an all-girls team who had 
exceptional participation 
throughout the event, coming 
away in seventh place. 

Overall, this Regatta was 
extremely successful for the 
Friends’ sailors and their 
hard work in the lead up to 
the regatta paid off. Onwards 
and upwards from here, 
with each team training for 
the School’s National teams 
racing championships in July.

Friends’  Blue team with their winning trophy. Photo: Amanda Sargent
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