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Tensions 
‘heat up’ as 
microwave 
concerns 
continue
Auburn High students are “deeply 
frustrated” as growing issues with 
canteen microwaves continue to 
burn. Lines for student microwaves 
have expanded significantly as one of 
the appliances experienced an oper-
ating malfunction preventing it from 
opening and closing. Making mat-
ters worse, a student’s lunch was “left 
inside”...
Continued on page 2

Distractions in class 
rooms stompeD out 

with phone Ban

Paco Lam
Victorian Minister for Education James 
Merlino officially launched the no-phones 
policy for all students in all Victorian gov-
ernment schools in 2020 in an announce-
ment at Auburn High School.  “Teachers in 
an overwhelming majority want action on 
banning phones in classrooms,” Mr. Tehan 
said.  
 Victoria will become the first state to announce 
that a phone ban would be imposed during school 
hours. Education Minister James Merlino agrees with 
the phone ban stating that this will “remove a major 
distraction from our classrooms … so that students can 
learn in a more focused environment,”...

Continued page 2

Desensitisation in the 
information age

Thomas Tran - Comment

Over seven billion people walk the Earth 
at this moment. Every second, someone 
dies, and someone is born. On a dai-
ly-to-weekly basis, mass shootings are 
conducted and environmental debates 
rage, while identity politics, civil war and 
terrorism engulf many regions. Yet if we 
closed our eyes, would we even notice? 
What is the threshold of our empathy, be-
fore we become desensitized?...
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Distractions in class rooms stomped out 
with phone ban

...“At first it was a bit confrontational 
in that students were a bit surprised 
but I think that it’s come out really 
well,”  said Devika Moss, Auburn 
High School captain
 “Of course there is always the 
odd one that does try and get away 
with it but I’d say the teachers close 
it down pretty quick,” added Auburn 
High School captain Jacob Silvestrini

Tensions Heat up’ as micro-
wave concerns continue

Vox Pop - 
Veganism

... causing concerns for students in-
volving smell and health. These recent 
dilemmas have not been isolated, as 
students have expressed numerous 
complaints concerning the micro-
waves’ quality, in particular, the second 
appliance from the top, which students 
claim to be unintelligible as its timer is 
unlike most microwaves, using a series 
of “dots” rather than traditional num-
bers to display the time left. “You need 
to either be fluent in Klingon or Elvish, 
we are yet to be able to determine what 
language it has reverted to” said Jasper, 
a frustrated luncher. 

 “Are Kahoots beneficial to our Learn-
ing?”

Kahoots can be fun with the right 
class - Lucas J. Year 9

They help me revise - Lachlan O. Year 
9

They are a fun and engaging way to 
learn. - Finnan H. Year 9

Kahoots are fun because they make 
me learn - Alexander E. Year 9

They intrigue the class. - Sophie S. 
Year 9

Students enjoy kahoots, which makes 
them more likely to learn from them. 
- Melissa B. Year 9

“How do you think Veganism affects 
the mainstream media?”

I believe that veganism does affect the 
mainstream media.It is dispropor-
tionate to the normalized meat eating 
trend. - Finnan H. Year 9

People who are vegans try to impose 
leftist policies onto people who eat 
meat or vegetarians. - Owen H. Year 9

People often stereotype vegans and 
their lifestyle to make them seem radi-
cal. - Sophie T. Year 9

Vegan propaganda has affected the 
mainstream media.-Clyde S. Year 9

Fletcher Chandler

 “We looked at the data and it 
was clear that learning in the class-
room was being affected by mobile 
phones - our students have adopted 
the policy and it has improved our 
classrooms,” said Maria Karvouni, 
Principal Auburn High School
 “Half of all young people have 
experienced cyberbullying,” says Mr. 
Merlino “by banning mobiles we can 
stop

it at the school gate”. 12.4 million of 
funding will be spread across schools 
in Victoria to purchase new lockers for 
locking phones away from the first bell 
to the final bell.
 Yet some people are critical of 
the program:  Victorian Association 
of State Secondary Principals presi-
dent Sue Bell said that enforcing the 
phone ban on students “will cause a 
lot of grief ” and will not teach them to 
manage their phone use. Students will 
adjust to the phone ban and simply 
increase phone use after school. While 
mobile phones may have been a minor 
source of disruption in the classroom, 
class students have been asked to 
retrieve their phones for various pro-
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Compounding the issue, internal 
lighting inside the working machine 
is leaving students irritated as they are 
unable to see their lunch inside. Before 
the third microwave became unusable, 
it also raised issue as its plate did not 
rotate, unlike the others. This left the 
microwave above it as the optimum 
choice, eye witness reports stating that 
students were seen waiting longer in 
line just to use it. This increase in wait 
time has been “causing exasperation 
among the students” as one student 
claims that time for the line to clear has 
increased by eight minutes, from 17 
to 25 minutes. Many students, par-
ticularly those who use the microwave 
have been compelled to speak out in 
the ways that they can and calling for 
action concerning the situation. These 
students have been seen leaving notes 
in recommendation boxes, as well as 
submitting letters to this newspaper, 
now all they can hope for is action.  
“We just want to eat our lunch” said 
Yousif.

their phones for various projects 
causing further disruption to the 
classroom. Instead of banning phones, 
mobile phone disruptions should have 
been combated by increasing punish-
ments for improper use of devices. 
 Some students are inclined 
to agree, “Students, myself included, 
are now left wondering the hallways 
searching for their classrooms, as it is 
now increasingly difficult to remain 
up to date on classroom changes and 
updates” says a student who wishes to 
remain anonymous.
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Does activism
belong at 
Auburn High 
School?
Alexi Rampono Kelly

In March of this year thousands of stu-
dents from all over Victoria attended 
the Student Rally for Climate Change 
in Melbourne’s CBD. While many 
praised the demonstration, proud to 
see political awareness among our 
youth, it was also met with disdain, 
with Prime Minister Scott Morison 
saying “we want more learning in 
schools and less activism”. With anoth-
er demonstration planned for Sep-
tember, the question remains: Should 
students be involved in activism?

Education is important to help us grow, 
learn and prepare for the future. There 
should be few things that take priority 
in the life of a teenager. However, when 
the future of today’s teenagers is at the 
mercy of today’s adults, do teens have 
a right to interrupt their learning to try 
and protect their future? Many who 
attend events such as Climate Strikes 
believe so. A member of the student 
leadership team said in an interview 
that they would “prefer schools to be 
organising avenues for students to ex-
press their opinions and concerns, but 
attending these events and demonstrat-
ing that students care is indeed benefi-
cial.” The prevailing opinion amongst 
the student population is that as a 
society we need to make a change, and 
large demonstrations such as these are 
needed to help secure the future, even 
at the expense of a few missed classes.

However, teachers and leaders in 
the school community disagree that 
large political demonstrations are 
the most effective or productive ways 
that passionate students can enact 
change. As stated by Ms. Price in an 
interview, “the best thing is to make 
changes at the grass root level”. She 
believes if students make changes 
in their own homes and schools, we 
would see a significant effect, better 
demonstrating the importance of 
issues such as the climate crisis far 
better than a demonstration would. 
Ms. Price invites anybody who would 
like to present possible ideas on how 
the school community could work to 
better our eco-footprint to speak to her 
or a member of the student leadership 
team.

Ultimately the decision of how stu-
dents should take action will be deter-
mined by the students themselves. 

Students and teachers left to freeze 
after flooding catastrophe
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Euan Stewart

Earth’s most indestructible crea-
tures, Water Bears, are now scat-
tered all over the moon, raising 
concerns about possible contami-
nation of the Moon’s environment.
 On April 11, Israeli space-
craft Noah’s Ark MK II “Beresheet” 
crash-landed on the moon, leav-
ing the water bears, also known 
as tardigrades, on the surface. 
Co-founder Nova Spivack of Arch 

Alexandra Nielsen

Classes were cancelled after a wet start 
to school when students arrived at 
Auburn High School to the news that 
the roof had collapsed on the ground 
floor near the main stairwell and the 
school had flooded.

Returning after an unexpected long 
weekend, students were forced to 
show their resilience and resource-
fulness due to having to work from 
home and in unusual classrooms 
including at Auburn South Primary 
School due to the unsafe nature of 
some of the spaces. 

In a direct example to the need to rebuild the school roof, students then spent five weeks without heating in the school 
in the middle of winter, whilst repairs were being carried out with scarves, beanies and puffer vests being the order of 
the day for teachers and students.

Students and teachers can only hope nothing like this will happen again in the future.

Water Bears contaminate the Moon

WEATHER: THIS IS A CLIMATE CRISIS

Roof damage causes flooding throughout Auburn High School. Photo: Emily Nielsen

Mission, the company responsible, 
told AFP he believed the chances 
of tardigrades surviving the crash 
“are extremely high.”
 Tardigrades are microscopic 
creatures, found across some of 
Earth’s most hostile environments, 
such as volcanoes, tropical rain-
forests, deserts and the depths 
of the ocean.When tartigrades 
feel threatened, they can go into 
a “Tun” state, where they retract 
their heads and legs into their bod-

ies and dehydrate themselves. Like 
this, they can survive exposure, 
extreme heat and cold, extreme 
pressure or lack of it, radiation, 
dehydration and starvation for 100 
years or more.
 Some scientists are worried 
and fret it may only be the first 
contamination event as more trips 
to the moon are planned by several 
nations. Newsweek cited a series 
of Tweets by astrobiologist Monica 
Vidaurri,  a consultant for NASA 
Goddard Space Flight Centre, in 
which she wrote, “Tardigrades on 
the Moon is not good. It is not ex-
citing. It is not cute. It is the result 
of a major gap in accountability 
for planetary protection and ethics 
between public and private science, 
and we have no idea what can hap-
pen as a result.”
 However, other scientists 
say their presence may offer as-
tronauts an opportunity to study 
them and the effects of the moon.Tardigrades, also known as water bears, are tough, microscopic creatures. Photo: Eye of Science
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Year 9 Experience at Camp

Year nine students were ecstat-
ic to be able to finally take a 
break from family and the hectic 
school year for a week on camp 
with friends. From August 5 to 
9, 72 year nine students went to 
camp at Alexandra Adventure 
Resort. The five days of action 
included high ropes, flying fox, 
a leap of faith, giant swing and 
rock climbing. In addition, there 
were also nightly activities such 
as the night walk, bonfire, movie 
night and a talent show. Jordan 
McCurdy,  a year nine student 
at Auburn High School said 
that her experience at camp was 
“exciting because I could spend 
a lot of time with my friends 
and experience new things and 
activities”. My favourite day-
time activity was archery and 
laser tag and the night walk. 
Furthermore, Harrison Stone-
man-Banks, another year nine 
student said he was very ecstatic 
throughout camp and that it was 
a “fun and educational expe-
rience”. His favourite daytime 

activity was crate stacking and 
his favourite night time activity 
was the talent show he added. 
Overall, he rated his camp ex-
perience a 10.5/10 as he had a 
lot of fun and enjoyed it very 
much. The food and amenities 
were fantastic and we are very 
thankful for the staff and other 
adults who helped make this ex-
perience happen. In conclusion, 
camp was a successful experi-
ence for both students and staff 
and we made many memories 
that we will look back on later in 
the future. 

John Kennedy’s 5.5 
million dollar 

questions

RUOK 
Day? What 

is it?
Peri Mastoris

Are you ok day is a day that rais-
es awareness for 
suicide prevention. The cam-
paign was started by Garvin Lar-
kin, whose father Barry Larkin 
committed suicide in 1995. In 
2009 Gavin Larkin started his 
campaign against suicide and 
those who have suffered from it 
much like him. Gavin worked 
with Janina Nearn to work on a 
documentary about suicide pre-
vention and to raise awareness. 
The documentary though wasn’t 
enough for people to realise and 
take notice. Gavin and Janina 
needed more from the campaign 

and so R U Ok? Was born. In 
2011 Gavin’s story of R U Ok? 
Was brought on to The Austral-
ian Story. Ever since the R U Ok 
has 
continued to grow each year and 
more people realise the impor-
tance of mental health and how 
much it can mean to someone 
just to ask R U Ok?

John Kennedy, the member for 
Hawthorn  played a big role in 
Auburn High School receiving 
5.5 million dollars in funding 
but what does he think of the 
school and what does he think 
of the funding?  John Kennedy 
believes that the money is going 
to be put to good use with our 
different programs and more 
specifically our French pro-
gram. John Kennedy’s role in 
the funding was as some might 
say instrumental. His job was 
to choose where the money was 
going to and chose Auburn High 
School based on the school be-
ing very successful and having a 
lot of space on the roof that can 
be opened up and turned into a 
learning area with the mainte-

nance being completed. “Ideally, 
I want the funding to not just go 
towards architects and engineers 
with at least some of the money 
going towards resources that the 
students will use” he said. John 
Kennedy believes in the school 
and sees the potential that it was 
and the success it has already 
achieved.
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Dear Samantha Francis,
We at The Watson whole-
heartedly agree and share your 
concern. Thank you especially 
for informing us of the concept 
known as Earth Overshoot Day, 
as this could be a very useful 
call to arms for those empow-
ered in society. The compla-
cency of those in our society 
surrounding this issue con-
cerns us just as much as it does 
you. We would like to use our 
platform to further establish 
your message and encourage 
action towards the protection 
of Earth’s natural resources, as 
well as action to aid in the glob-
al climate crisis.  
Sincerely, Editor 

Dear Jerry, 
Thank you for your letter con-
cerning the microwave situa-
tion, we at The Watson support 
your voice and encourage 
your sentiment. We have also 
addressed this issue (see head-
line on page 1). We hope to 
see more student voice raising 
awareness and action regarding 
this dilemma.
Regards, Editor

Dear Ms Ormond,
Thank you for your letter, we 
also agree with your sentiment 
and request for the school. We 
are sure that the school would 
appreciate your input, as the 
school is definitely making 
efforts to bolster its french lan-
guage stream. We at The Wat-
son, as well as yourself, hope 
that the school will consider 
this as an option for its french 
program.
Sincerely, Editor

Editorial

This could be a myth or a perception, but when it comes to activities and opportu-
nities the school makes available, it would appear it always ends up being allocated 
to Seal or the French Bi-National program students. It seems that the mainstream 
students hardly ever get selected. 
Another myth or a perception is that school sporting teams are selected from the 
same group of students, giving little chance to other students with minimal skills 
making any school team. - Ms Myth Buster

We would like Auburn High to consider taking on students from France for a term 
rather than a semester. There are many students from the french school that Louis 
attended who would like to come to Melbourne. They aren’t willing to come for a 
whole semester. They are willing to commit to term 3 as they are on holiday and it 
means not much school is missed. - Kendra Ormond (Parent)

Dear Editor,
I am writing to share my great concern regarding the alarmingly early celebration 
of Earth Overshoot Day this year. Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when hu-
manity’s demand for ecological resources and services in a given year exceeds what 
the Earth can regenerate in that same year. Our global population continues to take 
advantage of the seemingly abundant natural capital of this great planet, while the 
accumulation of waste only grows. July 29th is the earliest Overshoot Day we have 
ever experienced, highlighting that humanity’s abuse of resources is only increas-
ing, despite ongoing efforts from governing bodies around the world to promote 
sustainable living, with some even declaring the current situation a “climate emer-
gency”. When will we realise that enough is enough? Will it be when our summers 
are constant and relentless heatwaves? When the agricultural industry is no longer 
viable as a result of our changed environment, and we experience food shortages 
not seen in the Western world since World War II? I am baffled by the unwavering 
complacency of our society and, in particular, our politicians. I would love to see 
this addressed in our local community, by setting a strong example for the wider 
region. I call upon all to act with urgency. - Samantha Francis, Teacher

(sic) why are the roof falling when it wasn’t even raining, and the blazers are hide-
ous - Tin, Year 11

Hello, I am writing to you because I am deeply frustrated at the current state of the 
microwave area within the canteen. Out of the three microwaves installed at our 
establishment the bottom microwave has been broken for the past few weeks. I am 
addressing this to you now as there has failed to be any action taken towards the 
issue. - Jerry Lin, Year 9

Editorial and 
comment

Information Age - 
Continued from page 1

 I should preface this piece by noting that 
it is inherently cynical, so take it with a 
grain of salt. As the world continually 
globalises and becomes more intercon-
nected, so does its people. A century ago 
my ancestors led simple lives farming 
in Vietnam, and a century later we have 
a portal to the world in our pockets. In 
the span of a few hundred years, people 
have gone from villages to entire pop-
ulations. Along with this expansion, so 
has the influx of media and information 
increased. But is it too much? The world 
has not gotten worse - in fact it’s been on 
an upwards trajectory for a long time, but 
now, with social media and immediate 
global communication, we are simply ex-
posed to all the trauma. On a daily basis 
we hear of mass shootings and tyrannical 
governments, to a point where many may 
become desensitised. Our generation has 
an unprecedented amount of unrated 
information available to us. With the fall 
of ignorance comes knowledge, which 
holds its own burdens. When headlines 
of murder and robbery are announced 
every day, is it not impossible to eventu-
ally become numb? How can our hearts 
bleed for every single problem in the 
world without running dry? The world 
has an unlimited amount of problems... 
or so headlines would have us believe.

    We are constantly bombarded with an 
infinite stream of information. The media 
never stops, from social media to the 
news, an unending well of problems are 
fed into our brains. I don’t mean to blame 
electronics, as they’re just the medium, 
but rather how our culture feeds into 
certain types of information. Fear, anger 
and hate (a trinity referenced by Plato 
on democracy) are the greatest tools in 
politics and the news. This extends to 
common social media as well. It is pop-
ular to be a victim or to have someone 
to target to ‘cancel’, destroy and vilify on 
both sides. Whether we know it or not, 
the media can play into our tribalism 
and  base emotions. However, the effect 
of this negative barrage of information is 
that it paints a very grim picture of our 
world. Celebratory stories do not gener-
ate nearly as much user engagement as 
controversy. When this cynical view of 
the world is constantly regurgitated, some 
may begin to become desensitised.

   As ours, and each coming generation is 
exposed to more and more of the world 
earlier and earlier, will the rising tide of 
poor mental health only grow? We are 
at the highest point of humanity ever 
with even the poor living like medieval 
royalty, yet mental health grows worse. 
Did my rice farmer ancestors have more 
balanced lives than the youth of today? 
What happens when one person’s tragedy 
is another’s twitter notification amongst 
thousands? What is your threshold?
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Apollo 11 debate rages 
on after 50 years
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Maria Monopoli

You would think that after 50 years 
the science would be settled, but the 
debate still rages over whether the 
1969 moon landing was staged.
Auburn High School teachers David 
Felbel and Oliver Lamb have been left 
split over whether Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin’s Apollo 11 mission 
left them the first men to walk the 
moon, or if it was all just an elaborate 
hoax by the American government.
Felbel argued that “it seemed strange 
why only America did and Rus-
sia weren’t able to do it and Russia 
were America’s equal or even ahead 
of America.” The iconic space race 
between America and the Soviet 
Union took place in the midst of the 
cold war. The importance of the space 
race was its show of the best science, 
economic system and technology of 
a country. “As a country the Maral 
was greatly enhanced and benefited 
by Americans believing that they won 
the race to the moon”
 When questioned whether he 
thought the moon landing was fake 

or not, Lamb’s response was one of 
mixed disappointment and spoken in 
a mocking tone “if you have a rocket 
with that much rocket fuel, where else 
is it going to go?” Lamb was adamant 
that it wasn’t as “I have seen direct ev-
idence with my own eyes.” He went on 
to explain how if you shine a laser at 
the point on the moon that has a retro 
reflector on it, the reflector will shine 
the signal back to you after a few sec-
onds. Although this doesn’t prove that 
humans have walked on the moon, “it 
is pretty clear proof that humans have 
had some activity up there.”
 Lamb defended claims that the 
moon landing was faked because of 
the moving flag, stating “there is no 
air resistance…if a material is thin, it’s 
also somewhat elastic and it’s going to 
bounce around.”
 Both agreed that the effort 
brought a sense of nationalism to 
America and enhanced a lot of sci-
ence. Felbel commented on how “it 
allowed people to think beyond and 
achieve goals and actually challenge 
themselves.”e

Students are pleasantly surprised by new 
canteen ownership

James Stathopoulos

When December 2018 came around 
the previous owners of Auburn High 
school canteen said their final good-
byes as they passed the ownership over 
to “H&H” which gave according to the 
students much more expensive food 
but the condition and the quality of the 
food is a lot better.

The old canteen had a lot of options 
to choose from Including Fish’n’chips 
which was a student’s favourite, hot 

chips and even chicken n chips. 
Meanwhile the new canteen H&H 
got rid of all that junk food and 
replaced it all with healthier options 
which include sausage rolls, a variety 
of burgers and wraps and with the 
newly added choc chip cookies which 
saw the most success to the peers of 
Auburn High.

According to one of the peers nick-
named “Jimmy Stath” explains: “The 
new canteen offers a diverse selection 
of quality food for a higher price.”

Students call for review on phone ban
Jasper Wiggins

In November 2018, Auburn High 
School Principal, Maria Karvouni, 
announced a new plan to remove all 
mobile phones during school time by 
the commencement of Term 1, 2019. 
This was met with frustration by stu-
dents as their own possessions were 
being stripped away from them.
 Student’s first reactions wer-
en’t positive when hearing about the 

ban, especially because most students 
carried a phone around daily and 
used it a lot during class time.
 A school council survey taken 
by students, parents, and teachers 
during the second semester of 2018 
included information on the student’s 
usage of mobile phones in the class-
room.
 These results showed that 
students were putting phones in front 
of their learning and were being ex-

tremely distracted in class which was 
putting their learning at risk. 
 I interviewed two students 
who hold different opinions on the 
Auburn High School phone ban to 
find out more about how students 
feel.
 What are your thoughts on the 
phone ban that occurred last year?
 “I feel that the phone ban defi-
nitely was a harsh consequence on the 
usage of mobile phones in class-time,” 

mentioned Euan.
 Do you agree with the Victo-
rian Government that phones cause 
distractions during class-time?
 “I think some students do use 
them but that is a minority.” Com-
mented Cameron.
 Do you think the phone ban is 
popular amongst the students?
 “The phone ban is tremen-
dously unhelpful and I don’t think any 
students find it useful.” Stated Euan.
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Entertaining through 
journalism

Ever wondered what it’s like to be 
an entertainment journalist? Broede 
Carmody, an entertainment journalist 
from The Age, tells us his experience 
and his views on media nowadays.

How did you get into journalism?
When I was a teenager I was lucky 
enough to do a week-long internship at 
my local paper The Border Mail. I was 
always interested in writing, but that 
experience solidified my love for jour-
nalism. Few things are as satisfying as 
chasing a story and seeing it in print. 

What, in your opinion, is the impor-
tance of entertainment in society? 
Entertainment is so much more than 
a way to pass the time. I’d argue it’s 
more important than ever before. Film, 

Movie TriviaDisco Music: 
music that will 
shake your 
pants off

The Lion King 
new vs old

Netflix: The 
Boy Who 
Harnessed the 
Wind

1. What was the name of the second 
Indiana Jones movie released in 1984?

2. Which movie features Bruce Willis 
as John McClane, a New York police 
officer, taking on a gang of criminals in 
a Los Angeles skyscraper on Christmas 
Eve?

3. What is the name of the hobbit 
played by Elijah Wood in the Lord Of 
The Rings movies?

4. Which classic thriller movie stars 
Roy Schieder as the police chief Martin 
Brody?

5. Who played Jack Dawson in the 
1997 epic Titanic?

Answers

1. Indiana Jones and the Temple of 
Doom
2. Die Hard
3. Frodo Baggins
4. Jaws
5. Leonardo DiCaprio

Great pre-2000s music that will shake 
your pants off.

60s 
Help! The Beatles
California Dreaming: The Mamas and 
Papas
Pretty Woman: Roy Orbison
Respect: Aretha Franklin
Jailhouse Rock: Elvis Presley

70s 
Dancing Queen: ABBA
Imagine: John Lennon
Boogie Wonderland: Earth Wind And 
Fire
Stairway To Heaven: Led Zeppelin
Don’t Stop Me Now: Queen

80s
Girls Just Want To Have Fun: Cyndi 
Lauper
Footloose: Kenny Loggins
I Wanna Dance With Somebody: 
Whitney Houston
Material Girl: Madonna
Big In Japan: Alphaville

90s    
Baby One More Time: Britney Spears
Wannabe: Spice Girls
All That She Wants: Ace Of The Base
Black Or White: Michael Jackson
Scatman: Scatman
Rhythm Of The Night: Corona

Hard difficulty

The movies are a great way to have fun. 
On the 9th of August I went to see the 
new Lion King. It was a brand new 
film, and it had a lot of realistic graph-
ics and details to it. In my opinion, the 
updated movie is very similar to the 
original. It has the same storyline, set-
ting, characters and similar dialogue. 
However, the realistic animation made 
the story even more believable. The 
cast who voiced the characters - Don-
ald Glover as Simba, Chiwetal Ejiofor 
as Scar, Beyoncé Knowles Carter as 
Nala, Seth Rogen as Pumba and Billy 
Eichner as Timon - were incredible. 
I could not think of any other actors 
and actresses who could have done a 
better job. I rate this movie 5 of 5 stars 
because it was better than the animated 
original and I really enjoyed it. I would 
recomend this movie to everyone be-
cause its a great family friendly film.

SUDOKU

Released in January 2019, “The Boy 
Who Harnessed the Wind” is the 
inspiring and moving true story of a 
young 13-year-old boy, William, who 
is kicked out of school when his family 
can’t afford the fees. Chiwetel Ejio-
for, the skilled director of the movie, 
conveys William’s feelings, emotions 
and difficulties, exceptionally well 
throughout the film. The story starts 
with the coming of the dry season 
combined with the serious shortage of 
food, which splits the community and 
William’s family who have to sell what 
they have left to survive. The condi-
tions get worse until his family cannot 
afford to pay the school fees and Will 
is kicked out of his school. The sto-
ry continues as the boy discovers an 
ingenious machine, and seeks to learn 
about it. Tensions arise in the family. 
Things seem to be lost; will William 
have the courage and creativity to save 
his family from hunger?

Rotten Tomatoes  85%
IMDb    7.6/10

Ratings
Rotten Tomatoes  93%
IMDb    8.5/10

Ratings (Old)

Rotten Tomatoes  53%
IMDb    7.1/10

Ratings (New)

Eliott Lebeau

Steven Miltsos

Steven Miltsos, Daria Osipova and Alex-
andra Nielsen

books and TV holds up a mirror to 
society and help us understand the big 
issues. 

What do you think about the infinite 
stream of media and entertainment in 
our society?
We’re living in a so-called “golden age” 
of television. There’s so much to choose 
from. Music, too, is the same. And 
that’s great. But we only have so much 
spare time. I think the answer is to 
be really picky about what you watch 
or listen to. Otherwise, it’s easy to get 
overwhelmed. That’s where arts and 
entertainment journalism - whether 
it’s reading Green Guide or Spectrum - 
comes in. You can stay up-to-date with 
new releases and filter out the white 
noise while developing your own 
tastes. 

Interview by Daria Osipova 

Page 7



SPORTS
09 / SEPTEMBER / 2019THE WATSON

Fire of competition  
in the ADA

Ryan Unny

At the start of lunchtime, every 
lunchtime despite the weather, 
the Year Twelves play down ball. 
Not just for fun, they play com-
petitively. So competitive it is 
now an association and it origi-
nated in Term 1 outside the Au-
burn Staff Room. These passion-
ate year 12’s are very committed 
to the game. They take so it so 
seriously they have finals every 
Friday with a scoreboard. The 
association is a great stress re-
liever from the pressure of VCE 
and it increases their friendships 
drastically. “Guys have less quar-
rels with one another due to the 
friendships and bonds created 
in the fire of competition ignited 
by the tournaments brought by 
the ADA.” – Harry K (original 

member of the ADA). They play 
every lunchtime throughout the 
week and since Term 1, they 
have recruited 15 players to play 
down ball. Every single player 
even have game names such as 
Infection, Boss, Viper and Pa-
triot. On Monday to Thursday, 
points are calculated from which 
position they end up at the end 
of the lunch. King receives 5 
points, Queen receives 3 points, 
Jack receives 2 points and Dunce 
receives one point. On Friday, all 
the points are counted and they 
have “Finals Friday”. It might 
sound like a silly concept but the 
ADA helps improve teamwork 
and is a great stress reliever.

Joshua Francou 
Advances to 

Nationals for AHS
Peri Mastoris

We talked to Josh Francou after his success in cross country and 
discussed how he thought he did and his future

Q. Did you expect to get this far in cross-country?
A. No, I didn’t expect to get this far at all in cross 

Q. What are your aspirations for your future for running or are you 
focused on other things?
A. My aspirations aren’t really focused on running yet they are 
more focused on soccer.

Q. Have you tried to improve your running since you’ve known you 
have gotten into nationals.
A. Not really, I have not done much to improve my running since 
the previous run, except keeping to my normal schedule and rou-
tine

Q. Do other tracks that you run on, impact on your time?
A. I am sure that they do have an impact on my running yet I hav-
en’t given it much thought

Q. What is more important when running, running as fast as you 
can or trying to lose the least amount of strength in your legs?
A. I believe that it is more important to lose the least amount of 
strength

Q. Do you have any strategies for the race or do you just wing it 
when you get there
A. I don’t have any sort of strategy for when I run I just wing it 

The ADA putting their VCE stress faces on. Photo - Hamish Watson
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