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In the July school holidays, a 
small group of students, from 
Years 8 and 9, had the amazing 

opportunity to attend Case Space 
School over two weeks. We were 
able to learn so much about space, 
space travel and aeronautics, as well 
as the future of space travel. The 
first week included a five-day camp 
at the US Space and Rocket Center 
in Huntsville, Alabama. Here our 
days were filled with workshops, 
presentations and many hands-on 
activities, including building and 
launching our own rockets and 
learning about NASA’s past and 
future expeditions. We got to see 
a real Saturn V rocket and shuttle 
and enjoy fireworks on the fourth 
of July. After our graduation from 
the camp, we had to sadly say good-
bye to our crew trainers and make 
our way to Houston.

In Houston we visited many 
museums, had a great cultural ex-
perience watching the Houston 
Astros at a baseball game and went 
shopping at the mall. We learned all 
about how to adopt good habits in 
our daily lives and how this can lead 
to our success through our careers 
and personal lives.

At the cell lab in the Health Mu-
seum, we were able to study differ-
ent types of blood, look at our own 
cheek cells under the microscope 
and extract DNA from yeast.

One of our favourite activities 
from the trip was dissecting a shark 
at the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science. This gave us an in-depth 
look at the anatomy of a shark as we 
closely studied each part through 
the dissection.

“New technology needed for 
the future of  NASA. “

Rice is a university in Houston 
which is closely linked with the 
Johnson Space Center. Our tour 
of Rice gave us the opportunity to 
see the facilities at the university as 
well as go to their stadium, where 
president J.F. Kennedy said his infa-
mous “we choose to go to the moon” 
speech.

We also had the unbelievable 
opportunity to spend two days ex-
ploring the Johnson Space Center, 
which is a working NASA facility 
that trains astronauts, researches 

Special Sport

and develops the new technology 
needed for the future of NASA. On 
our first day we were able to see an-
other Saturn V rocket and a model 
of the rocket that took the first man 
into space. We also had a tram tour 
of the working astronaut training 
facility, which is a mock-up facility 
of the International Space Center, 
where many astronauts train before 
their mission. There was also a num-
ber of robots which are currently on 
the ISS or may be on the ISS, very 
soon. On our second day, we got to 
go inside the Christopher C. Kraft Jr. 
Mission Control Center and see real 
mission control, which will be used 
for NASA’s future space expeditions, 
including going back to the moon 
and possibly our first landing on 
Mars. This is where astronauts have 
communicated to ground control 
on all of NASA’s past missions.

On our last night we had an as-
tronaut dinner, where we had an 
unforgettable opportunity to meet 
and talk to the inspiring, retired as-
tronaut, Nicole Stott. She told us all 
about her journey at NASA, becom-
ing an astronaut and of course her 
incredible missions to the Interna-
tional Space Center.

Overall, we have all been so lucky 
to be able to attend this trip and gain 
an almost unimaginable amount of 
knowledge, not just about space, 
but also so much about science and 
the future of the human race. This 
opportunity has inspired us all to 
set goals, work hard, and ultimate-
ly achieve our dreams in whatev-
er career we choose. This once in a 
lifetime trip has been life changing 
for us all, and we have become so 
close, and made a whole new group 
of friends. We will never forget this 
incredible trip and would undoubt-
edly encourage anyone to take this 
opportunity as it is one we will nev-
er forget. 

Space Camp 
Visiting the NASA Space Camp facility

 Lauren Shephard
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On Wednesday the 14th of 
August, six year 11 and 10 
students participated in the 

‘2050 City of Sydney Youth Sum-
mit’. The day focused on obtaining 
the views of young people on the 
future of our city, and our thoughts 
on strategies in key areas of council 
responsibility, to be implement by 
2050. The key areas in our vision of 
the future included; Sustainability, 
Cultural Diversity, Creativity and 
Innovation, Safe and Welcoming 
Spaces, and Green Spaces. Within 
these themes, students worked in 
groups of 3-5 with others from a 
range of local schools. We were 
given an hour and a half to brain-
storm ideas, come up with a specif-
ic initiative and speak to an expert 
in our field about the logistics of its 
implementation. This allowed us 
to ask important questions about 
how to improve our ideas and gave 
us insight into how government 
actually works. In this way we came 
to understand the steps needed to 
create worthwhile change. Fol-
lowing this planning phase, each 
group had one minute to pitch their 
initiative to the room, and the best 
initiatives were selected within each 
key area. The winning initiatives 
presented their ideas to the Lord 
Mayor, Clover Moore, on Thursday 
the 22nd of August. This initiative, 
while fun, had the higher aim of 
inspiring our generation to work 
hard to make real change, and con-
tribute our voice to future decision 
making. Congratulations to Enya 
O’Neill, Luana Marosszeky, Mari-
am Kirakosyan, Lili Geddes-Korb, 
Siena Marczan and Ruby DeGouw 
who were selected to present and 
speak at the reception. Below you 
will find a summary of the ideas 
presented: 

Green City
Our vision for the future is a green-
er city. We began our ideation by 
visualizing our ideal green utopia, 
and found it to be a biodiverse, sus-
tainable and balanced environment, 
which could sustain a good quality 
of life for our growing population. 

We want to live in a city where ar-
chitecture and the natural world 
are integrated, rather than be seen 
as two separate entities, and where 
the built environment serves to 
complement nature, rather than 
exterminate it. We see the future 
as not only belonging to us, but to 
the entire Sydney ecosystem, which 
means that we as humans have an 
obligation to deliver this utopia. 
Our plan aims to create a city that is 
more environmentally friendly and 
integrates the natural environment 
into the architecture of the city. We 
argue that a holistic plan to create a 
greener city allows the community 
to take charge of their own actions, 
rather than following rules set by 
the council. In doing this, the com-
munity can feel that they are part of 
the evolution to a greener and more 
environmentally friendly city.

Diversity
Sydney’s population is rapidly in-
creasing and migration is bringing 
wider cultural diversity to the city. 
We proposed a “Global City Fes-
tival” taking place in several open 
park spaces throughout the city. The 
purpose of this event would be to 
bring together all the different cul-
tures within the community. Vis-
itors to the festival would have the 
opportunity to experience different 
cultures through art, performance, 
food, craft, traditional dress and 
more. 

“Sydney’s population is 
rapidly increasing and mi-
gration is bringing wider 
cultural diversity to the 

city.” 

There would be cultural classes, such 
as bread making, pottery, dance 
classes and other activities allow-
ing people to directly interact with 
the different cultures represented 
in their community. This festival 
would also be an opportunity for 
local culturally diverse businesses to 
expose their products and services 
to local consumers. The aim of the 
festival is to bring awareness to the 
diversity of Sydney’s communities 
and promote a harmonious sense of 
belonging for all.

Schols Girls’ Vision For 
The Future

2050 City of  Sydney Youth Summit

City of Sydney Youth Summit 2050 – Presentation evening – Thursday August 
22nd. Mariam Kirakosyan, Enya O’Neill, Lord Mayor Clover Moore and Luana 
Marosszeky.                           Photo: Katherine Griffiths/City of Sydney
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Sustainability
Our plan centered on the idea of 
converting the major buildings in 
the City of Sydney council area to 
be powered by renewable energy, ei-
ther sourced from generators in the 
city such as hydroelectricity gener-
ated from the harbour swell, wind 
energy from the coastal winds, or 
solar energy collected on the tops 
of buildings. As the City of Sydney 
council is the largest and wealthiest 
council in Australia, introducing 
this change would create a flow on 
effect that would readily become a 
national standard. However, as the 
council expert advised us, the gen-
erators on top of buildings will not 
produce sufficient energy to power 
the entire building, so the energy 
can also be sourced from other ar-
eas that store and transport renew-
able energy. The expert stated that 
converting to renewable energy 
would have the greatest, immedi-
ate impact on reducing our envi-
ronmental footprint, and that the 
technology is extremely advanced, 
efficient and is available. However, 
encouraging companies to purchase 
renewable energy is difficult. In or-
der to solve this issue, our plan is to 
implement a rating system to high-
light each building’s contribution to 
reducing its environmental impact, 
and to highlight the fact that pur-
chasing renewable energy is cheap-
er than coal-fired energy. Money is 
the greatest incentive in business, so 
we propose the idea of reintroduc-
ing the coal tax, and providing a tax 
rebate to those who use renewable 
energy. This would be based on the 
percentage of the renewable energy 
they use compared to their use of 
fossil fuel based energy. Establishing 
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a policy requiring large corporations 
to have a certain percentage of their 
energy to be renewable would be 
ideal but these major changes would 
require state and federal approval.

Safe and Well Governed City
We want to strive towards achieving 
a safe, well-governed city of Sydney 
by focusing on increasing the ef-
ficiency and efficacy of alternative 
modes of transport in the CBD that 
addresses key concerns. One practi-
cal measure which can be enforced 
to reduce car dependency is con-
gestion pricing. Congestion pric-
ing has already been implemented 
in numerous major cities - namely 
London, Stockholm, Singapore, and 
Milan. Congestion pricing works by 
disincentivizing the need for private 
vehicles, by charging cars per kilo-
metre travelled in particularly traf-
fic-dense areas. Phasing out cars by 
2050 would be greatly beneficial to 
both our streets and the environ-
ment. Overall, reducing car depend-
ency in Sydney would contribute 
significantly to a safe and well-gov-
erned city.

This experience has provided 
students with a unique opportunity 
to share their opinions and ideas on 
areas of council management that 
will directly affect them in the fu-
ture. Particularly rewarding was the 
opportunity to discuss their propos-
als with City of Sydney experts. This 
provided students with a unique 
insight into the range of considera-
tions and challenges faced by stake-
holders when trying to implement 
specific changes. Our thanks to 
Lord Mayor Clover Moore, and the 
City of Sydney, for inviting St Scho-
lastica’s College to take part in this 
important initiative.

Special

Headquarters: 4 Avenue Rd, Glebe NSW, Sydney, Australia

Mariam Kirakosyan 
Siena Marczan
Lilian Geddes-Korb
 Ruby DeGouw
Enya O’Neill 
Luana Marosszeky



During the July School hol-
idays, a group of Year 11 
students, including my-

self, were given the opportunity to 
participate in Ministry Outreach, a 
Good Samaritan Mission Outreach 
program, with students from other 
Good Samaritan colleges from 
NSW, Victoria and Queensland. 

This week-long residential pro-
gram is based on the Benedictine 
values of Love of Christ and Neigh-
bour, Humility, Prayer and Stew-
ardship. There was also a focus on 
statements from the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan such as, ‘Who is 
my Neighbour?’ and ‘Go and Do 
Likewise’. 

With these values in mind, we 
ventured to different service sites, 
such as Allowah Children’s Hospital, 
Exodus Foundation, nursing homes 

and Ozanam Industries, where we 
offered a helping hand through 
tasks such as playing bingo, serv-
ing tea, packaging cardboard boxes, 
or by simply striking conversation.  
Although these may seem little, its 
contribution was far from small, 
and the smile of appreciation and 
laughs I shared with many still res-
onates with me today. Here is what 
the Year 11 students who participat-
ed in Ministry Outreach thought.

‘Ministry Outreach was 
eye-opening. We were essentially 
plunged into the corners of society, 
raw and unfiltered by stigma or the 
media. We interacted with so many 
different people, from all different 
backgrounds, and walks of life. My 
group had the opportunity to volun-
teer at two sites. The first was Ozan-
am, a workplace which employs 
people with disabilities. Here I felt 
my heart open to people I had never 
met before. Just sitting and having 
a conversation with someone can 

change the way you see the world. 
We also sang and danced with the 
beautiful kids at Allowah Children’s 
Hospital, where I was inspired by 
the people who work there every 
day. True compassion is doing good, 
without the promise of reward from 
others.’ 

‘On Ministry Outreach we were 
given the opportunity to put into 
practice values of stewardship, com-
passion, and care for one’s neigh-
bour. I had the experience of volun-
teering at St Mary’s Villa Aged Care 
Centre and Allowah Presbyterian 
Children’s Hospital, both of which 
gave me the opportunity to devel-
op a greater understanding of how 
different groups of people in society 
live. At both sites, the people I met, 
and the friends with whom I shared 
the experience, showed me the im-
portance of endurance in the face of 
disadvantage and the difference that 
happiness and positivity can make 
in people’s lives.’
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Ministry Outreach 2019

This year’s Year 10 Reflection 
Day really opened our eyes 
and changed our views on 

how we perceive major issues like 
homelessness, domestic violence, 
children in poverty, refugees, asy-
lum seekers and migrants. All this 
made us realise how privileged we 
all are and how we should try our 
best to help give the opportunity for 
others to have the same experiences 
and opportunities we have. 

This Reflection Day gave us the 
opportunity to learn about how we 
can put our faith into action. Learn-
ing about important social issues 

and solutions to help solve them 
was a truly insightful experience. A 
highlight of the day was preparing 
sandwiches and muffins for Night 
Patrol, which helped us practise 
teamwork and gave us the chance to 
form new bonds with our peers.

Year 10 Reflection Day was 
an incredibly memorable experi-
ence. We participated in workshops 
which included activities revolving 
around the theme of showing hos-
pitality. Everyone was able to take 
part. These activities involved bak-
ing muffins, making ham, cheese, 
vegemite and lettuce sandwiches, 
and packing snack packs for those 
experiencing homelessness. The 
snack packs included cards, written 
by each student in the cohort, with a 
message of hope. Students also par-
ticipated in a workshop to attend to 
social issues, such as isolation and 

bullying, and an initiative to prevent 
these problems in society, and how 
we can implement the initiatives 
into our school community. The 
day concluded with a fashion show, 
which featured our fellow students 
wearing the clothes donated to Vin-
nies for the homeless. The day was 
educational, inspirational and influ-
enced how we, as students, can help 
those in need in our society.

Today’s workshop inspired a lot 
of girls to want to physically get in-
volved in social justice and make a 
change. It opened our minds to the 
realities of homelessness and how a 
small donation or action can widely 
assist someone in need. 

We are so excited to join the Re-
flection Day and have an unbeliev-
able experience. The fashion show 
was so extraordinary. I will never 
forget this wonderful day!!

On 2nd August, the Year 9 
and 10 Combined Japanese 
class journeyed to Luna 

Park with the visiting Wayo Kudan 
students. We took a tour of Sydney’s 
various public transport methods 
in order to travel there, such as the 
light rail and the ferry. The ferry 
ride was pleasantly sunny, and pass-
ing by the Harbour Bridge made 
for some quality photo opportu-
nities. Once at Luna Park, we split 
into groups and worked our way 
around, filling in our communica-
tion booklets supplied by the Park.

There was an attraction for 
everyone, from the most dedicated 
of thrill seekers to the faint heart-
ed. For those who dared to ride 
the infamous Hair Raiser, belong-
ings, such as a shoe or even a pair 
of glasses, often flew off during the 
50m drop down! We all enjoyed the 
various amenities Luna Park had 
to offer, including ice cream and 
fish and chips. A real highlight was 
taking photos in the distorted mir-
rors, scattered around the park, that 
stretched, narrowed and widened 
our reflections so much we couldn’t 
help bursting out laughing. Fun and 
laughter are truly universal, so the 
language barrier was no trouble. It 
was a great bonding experience, and 
both the Wayo students and Schols 
students learnt something new. This 
excursion couldn’t have gone ahead 
without Ms Alves, so we are all 
deeply grateful to her for organising 
such a sensational event.

Wayo 
Kudan

Mia Giovannoni

Year 10 Reflection Day
“It opened our minds to the realities of  homelessness”

Help this 
winter

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the St Vincent 

de Paul winter appeal!

Carlin, Kyla, Grace, Mia Giovan-
noni, Samantha Z, Chloe, Lili 
Geddes-Korb, Purvi Bothra, Su 
Thongchoot, Darci Macbeth, Ling 
Xin, Emily Mahaisavariya and 
Angelina Morakeas

Loan Phan
Mariam Kirakosyan
Mia Campbell



In a room full of teenagers, 
energy ran high. Maybe it was 
the lights from the TV studio, 

or the rolling in of heavy camera 
equipment, ready to broadcast 
the subsequent conversations to 
Australia; no matter, the room was 
vibrantly coloured with the opin-
ions of youth. Thus, the power and 
importance of the teenage voice 
was made evident to us with our 
participation in the ABC’s Q&A 
High School Special program, con-
firming the necessity of youth in-
volvement in political discussions.

In an hour long episode, four stu-
dent panellists, from Perth to South 
Australia, and the politicians Gladys 

Berejiklian and Kristina Keneally, 
debated and weighed up decisions 
put forward by audience members, 
all being high school students. The 
panellists had a range of opinions 
regarding the current abortion con-
versation, the inequality in infra-
structure between private and pub-
lic schools, the divide between city 
and country education, and even the 
necessity of school uniforms - both 
the students and politicians agreed 
on their practicality and equality!

Our fellow student, Lara Mason, 
was given the opportunity to voice 
her opinion regarding strip searches 
at music festivals, with her question:

“According to an UNSW report 

Culture Club
"A club to recognise our diverse community..
a welcomed space for sharing stories… for us
to listen to one another, to learn and be
proud of our heritage…"

If you’d like to join girls from across all years, meet with
people of exciting heritage, learn and share culture and
experiences, or want to come along and have fun with
games, interact and talk with friends, to represent and
discover the multiculturalism within the college…
come along to culture club. Where everyone is welcome.

released this month, strip searches 
have risen twentyfold in the past 
twelve years. Many of these occur at 
music festivals. How can young peo-
ple feel assured that when we attend 
these festivals that our right to pri-
vacy and freedom is protected?”

“Strip searches have risen 
twentyfold in the past twelve 

years.”
Tony Jones, host of the program, 

called on Lara while her question 
was in discussion, where she was 
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able to demonstrate her understand-
ing by reiterating statistics to sup-
port her argument. The Schols logo 
was proudly presented. Well done 
Lara! Thank you to Mr Watson for 
your support in advocating for our 
involvement in the program, and for 
venturing with us on the night.

The energy of Australia’s youth is 
the energy of tomorrow; and being 
part of today’s discussion, with both 
individuals our age and politicians, 
enabled us to gain a greater under-
standing of the future.

And I think our experience be-
ing on TV will travel with us, no 
matter where we land.

 Grace Mitchell

Watch
Schols Girls on 

Q and A

Photo: retrieved from https://youtu.be/hmAlA6bjtH0?t=2031

https://youtu.be/hmAlA6bjtH0?t=2031
https://youtu.be/hmAlA6bjtH0?t=2031


We are just going to start with 
where you grew up and went 
to school?

I was born in Brisbane, and when 
I was seven we moved to Perth for 
two years, and then came to Sydney. 
We lived in Beecroft and I went to 
Carlingford High School, I lived 
about two metres from my school, 
which was a bit depressing because 
any time I wanted to chuck a sick-
ie, I could still hear the school bell 
ringing, so I couldn’t really get away 
from it, but to be fair, I was lucky be-
cause I could get up at 8:30 and still 
be at school on time.

So what was the dream?

When I was a kid, and I still have my 
teenage diaries, so I can still remem-
ber what the dream was, I think in-
itially, I wanted to be an actress. But 
in the family I grew up in, which 
was a very straight forward subur-
ban family, that was a ridiculous 
thing, and you know I was supposed 
to find an ‘actual’ career. So really 
it wasn’t until my later years that I 
decided to study a media course, so 
I did a Bachelor of Arts at Charles 
Sturt University, and I think at that 
point I wanted to write for maga-
zines, you know, I just wanted to be 
in the media somehow, but I didn’t 
100% know what that meant. So 
I didn’t ever have a clear, realistic 
dream of what I wanted. My diary is 
just full of me wanting to be famous, 
but I guess every kid wants that at 
one point.

One of the first jobs I got was 
as a researcher on a kid’s television 
program called Simon Townsend’s 
Wonder World, which was this 
hugely iconic television program, 
and it was the first show of its kind 
that did magazine style stories on 
television. So, there were four re-
porters, and on every show, at four 
in the afternoon, each reporter had a 
story. It was a hard training ground 
and a hard place to work, and you 
know I think I got most of my work 
ethic from working there because it 
was really tough. There were only 
two researchers, and we had to find 
two stories a day, every day. Actu-
ally, one of the men I worked with 
there, he was a cameraman, he went 
on to win an Oscar for cinematogra-
phy for many Peter Jackson films. So 
many people that I still see in parts 
of the media everywhere, so many 
of us started at Simon Townsend’s 
Wonder World.

Was it hard being a woman in 
that industry and did you ever 
feel like you had to prove your-
self ?

There weren’t very many times 
where gender was an issue. It was 
a very tough place to work, so men 
and women alike stressed equally, 
but the bosses and executives were 
all men, and the ‘worker bees’ were 
the women. However, I can see that 
changing now. I’ve known many 
executive producers over the years 
who are females, and now you are 
more likely to encounter a female 
TV boss than ever before, to my 
knowledge.

“One of  the men I worked 
with there, he was a camer-
aman, he went on to win an 
Oscar for cinematography”

How do you feel about being a 
role model for young girls es-
pecially?

I’m very aware, on radio in particu-
lar because its three hours live every 
day and every word that comes out 
of your mouth you’re accountable 
for, and I want to always say things 
I can back, and that I actually meant 
to say. It’s not to impress anyone, or 
fulfil anyone’s agenda it’s just that I 
want to be able to say, yes, that’s my 
opinion and I’m sorry if my opin-
ion doesn’t agree with yours. I could 
change my opinion, but at the time 
I didn’t just say it for the sake of it. 
And maybe having been a person 
of integrity through all the years, 
by choosing to own the words that 
I say, that somehow has made me a 
role model.

Do you think there is a male 
- female equality in the work-
place?

I’ve been very lucky, in the sense 
that I haven’t felt that I’ve missed out 
on opportunities because I’m not a 
man. But what I do find and when I 
look back at my career, is that there 
have been a number of times where 
I feel I’ve had to work around male 
egos, and I think that’s a female trait 
that if all the men are happy, then 
I can do my thing, to placate male 
egos along the way.

How have you found juggling 
a powerful career and mother-
hood?

My family comes first, and they 
know that, but people will often say 
to me, you’re the busiest person I 
know, and I don’t see that as a com-
pliment because they don’t see the 
hours that I’m actually at home. Be-
cause when you’re in the public eye, 
a lot of the time you look busier than 
you actually are. I’m usually home 
every night for dinner, and I’m bus-
iest in the morning, because I leave 
home before the boys are up for the 
radio, but I’m there when they get 
home. So to them I don’t look that 
busy, because I’ve put a lot of things 
in place, so that it’s a very normal 
home life for them.

How do you think you’ve im-
pacted people through radio 
and television?

You never know at the time, par-
ticularly on radio, because you’re 
in a very intimate space, and there’s 
not very many people, but the com-
ments you get can be very humbling, 
and that’s the power of it. Because in 
your job you try and be smart and 
funny, or whatever, but really be-
ing company to someone and be-
ing consistent, is such an important 
thing. I was at a fundraiser one time 
and I had a women tell me that her 
husband and her son were in a ter-
rible accident, and her husband was 
paralysed from the neck down, and 
in those first few weeks, when he 
was in the hospital, and she’d drive 
up from her home in Wollongong, 
she said hearing our voices on the 

radio, that comfort of the familiar-
ity of our voices saved her. So, when 
you hear a story like that, you think 
I’m just turning up and doing my 
job, but just being there for other 
people is a big deal.

So what advice can you give to 
young girls, who are trying to 
negotiate through this mod-
ern-day era and trying to push 
into careers that are male dom-
inated?

I know pushing into any job can be 
difficult, gender aside, but my own 
career has had its longevity, because 
I never really knew what I wanted to 
do, and if you know too early, that’s 
great. I wish I knew earlier, but not 
knowing, I think, has given me this, 
because side doors opened, and I 
went there. And you know when I 
was offered a job at Beyond 2000, at 
first I wished they hadn’t asked me, 
because I was scared I couldn’t do it, 
but it was the best thing I ever did 
and I think telling a story, whether 
it’s about science or finance or sport, 
if you can tell a good story that is the 
skill set.

So, don’t be scared to take on a 
job that you don’t think is part of 
your path, because that’s where the 
riches lie I think. You know, it’s the 
road less travelled and the side jour-
neys that will fill your life and your 
career with wonderful surprises. If 
you only just want to get there on 
one path, you’ll miss out on things, 
and who knows what lies elsewhere, 
so don’t be too resistant to change 
and alterations. Do your best, be 
a nice person to the men and the 
women that you work with, be good 
at your job, and be consistent. 

Amanda Keller

Photo: Network 10

Jada Abboud
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Back row L-R: Chiara Caruso, Francesca Ryan, Zoe Hercus, Grace Rodgers, Char-
lotte Blomfield, Mia Devonshire, Isabelle Pitt, Jennifer Paoloni, Louisa Gunning

Front row L-R: Emma Fidler, Rachel Harrington Hillier, Luxe Murrell, Georgia 
Cooksey, Nina Finsterer, Justina Blaylock, Olivia Le Clerc, Anna Brayshaw, Sophia 
Bogatai, Kathleen Varley

Centre Front: Matilda Thompson

On Friday 2nd and Saturday 
3rd August, the Year 11 
Drama class performed 

the play ‘Our Town’ by Thornton 
Wilder, in the Drama Theatre, for 
an audience of friends and family. 
The class spent Term 2 developing 
the three-act play with the guidance 
of their teacher Ms Wright. Every 
member of the class was in the cast. 
The audiences, of around eighty 
people each night, were taken back 
in time to the small town of Grov-
ers’ Corners, in New Hampshire, at 
the end of the 19th and early 20th 
century. 

The play covers the big themes 
of life – Birth, Marriage and Death – 
through the inhabitants of the town 
and their daily lives. Although sim-
ply told, it weaves a magic spell that 
engages audiences to reflect on the 
wonder of their own lives. 

The whole class worked collab-
oratively to rehearse together and 
to perform at their very best. The 

audiences were full of praise for the 
quality of the acting and the ensem-
ble work. Congratulations to Year 11 
Drama on a great production. 

Thank you to Grace Thwaites, in 
Year 10, who assisted with technical 
operation of lighting and sound and 
to Tony Ribeiro and Tony Tedes-
co from maintenance, who assisted 
with the staging. 

Drama ‘Our Town’
Drama students

Eleanor & Park

 Rainbow Rowell

This intense ’80s romance is a fab-
ulous pick for mature teens. It’s up-
beat, genuine and compelling. It is 
not your classic romance novel as 
it features deep themes such as do-
mestic violence, and bullying. It has 
been applauded for its diversity and 
portrayal of minority groups. The 
fact that Eleanor and Park are so 
drastically different, yet entirely the 
same, adds a quirky twist that the 
audience will love and relate to.

Throne of  Glass

Sarah J. Maas

Throne of Glass has all the right el-
ements for a fabulous fantasy series. 
There’s murder, betrayal, assassins, 
unhuman interference, court in-
trigue, and of course, magical pow-
ers. It’s epic! It explores the ideas of 
freedom, and fighting for it when 
necessary. This book is enjoyable for 
its strong heroine main protagonist, 
and un-cliché love triangle.

Amelia Westlake

Erin Gough

A smart young adult contemporary 
novel, featuring perfectly designed 
plans to call out sexist, misogynis-
tic, homophobic and discriminatory 
behaviours at an elite private school 
on Sydney’s north shore. Witty and 
artistic, full of surprises, charming, 
sweet but not at all corny, filled with 
diverse and interesting characters 
and with exceptional LGBTQ+ rep-
resentation.

The Hate U Give

Angie Thomas

A powerful, honest account of police 
brutality in America that is occur-
ring right now. It gives a perspective 
that people don’t get to see. A great 
book to help build empathy and un-
derstanding between cultures. Very 
thought provoking, and good for 
family discussions about racism in 
our world.

Books
Rachel Skinner

Isn’t it Romantic
This movie is the exact opposite of 
the title. It is not a sappy, rom-com. 
Isn’t It Romantic is a hilarious, well-
done and very self-aware romantic 
comedy about a woman named Na-
talie living in New York City. She’s 
an architect who hates romantic 
comedies and how unrealistic they 
are. One day, she is mugged and hits 
her head very hard, sending her to 
a world where she is stuck in a ro-
mantic comedy, that just happens to 
be PG rated. There are also strong 
female characters who have positive 
messages to relay to the audience 
through their courage and humour.

Lucifer
This series follows Lucifer Morning-
star, the original fallen angel, who 
has become discontented with his 
life in hell. He deserts his throne and 
moves to Los Angeles- the city of an-
gels, to better understand humanity. 
He meets an intriguing homicide 
detective named Chloe, who ap-
pears to possess an inherent good-
ness, and the two work together to 
solve cases. Lucifer has a charming 
anti-hero, good acting and inter-
esting plot. As Lucifer does include 
some themes such as drugs, alcohol 
and violence, it is recommended for 
people over the age of 14.

Film/TV
Rachel Skinner



Cloud 9
Newtown

This corner store hideout on New-
town’s King St is a secret heaven. 
Cloud 9 is known for their famous 
‘Ice-cream Cookie Sambo’ - a scoop 
of gelato (your choice of flavour) 
smooshed between two warm cook-
ies from their freshly baked range 
(options include choc-chip, bounty, 
white choc macadamia, you get the 
picture!) It is served stacked, topped 
with fresh fruit and drizzled with 
melted milk chocolate (which they 
have running ON TAP). Next time 
you and your friends are strolling 
along King St and are looking for 
something to blow your minds, keep 
an eye out for their giant blue neon 
sign. By the end of your dessert ex-
perience you’ll be on Cloud 9!!!!

Barmuda Café
Newtown

Hidden in the backstreets off King 
St, between Newtown and Enmore, 
this cafe is a central hang out spot for 
friends from all schools. The build-
ing itself is a Victorian-style terrace 
made modern new cafe. With a 
rustic design, wooden window sills 
and a narrow staircase leading to 
their upstairs seating area, this is the 
best place to catch up with friends, 
and satisfy that insatiable millenni-
al hunger for avocado toast. If you 
ever find yourself at this awesome 
café, you must try the ricotta toast w/ 
roast tomatoes, rocket, cracked pep-
per on sourdough - need I say more?

Concrete Jungle
Chippendale

Concrete Jungle is a splendid cafe 
located in Chippendale (next to 
Spice Alley!!). At this café, modern 
meets the industrial, with bare con-

crete walls and geometrical decor. 
Just being inside is cool. Their menu 
is right up there with the interior - 
their dishes are futuristic creations 
bursting with flavour. Next time you 
find yourself strapped for choices I’d 
definately choose these favourites:

Must try:
1. The Blue Majik bowl - blue spiruli-
na blended with frozen fruit, topped 
with granola and edible flowers.

2. The Reuben burger - the classic, 
leveled up with tangy tarragon may-
onnaise, and pickled cabbage for 
some acidity.

The Social Hideout
Waterloo

This new cafe is a floral wonderland. 
With lavish interior design, beauti-
fully detailed furniture and wall art, 
and an upside-down garden on the 
ceiling, you’ll be feeling like you fell 
down the rabbit hole, and you’d nev-
er want to climb out. Both the inside 
and outside of the cafe has endless 
photo opportunities, so you can 
spice up your insta-feed with some 
cute photos… Every dish on their 
menu combines unique textures and 
flavours, presented in colourful and 
extravagant ways. No matter what 
you choose, you are guaranteed to 
have an interesting dining experi-
ence. They’re a feast for the eyes and 
a topic to talk about with the people 
you’re with (no dull moments here). 
Bring your friends for a fun new 
cafe experience!

Must try:
Bathtub Iced drinks range (available 
in coffee, mocha, chocolate, matcha 
green tea, red velvet, taro and bub-
ble- gum) — everyone should drink 
from a tiny metal bathtub at least 
once in their life.
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Café Reviews
Mariam Kirakosyan
Illustrations: Zena Abdo

Chocolate chip cookies 
INGRIEDIENTS:
• 125g softened butter
• 1/2 cup brown sugar
• 1/4 cup caster sugar
• 1 egg
• 1 teaspoon vanilla essence
• 1 cup self-raising flour
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• 1 cup chocolate chips

METHOD:
1. Preheat oven to 180 degrees Cel-
sius. Line a baking tray with baking 
paper.
2. Cream butter and both sugars in 
a large mixing bowl until light and 
smooth.
3. Add egg and vanilla and whisk 
until combined.
4. Add flour and baking powder and 
stir until mixture resembles dough-
like consistency.
5. Add chocolate chips and stir.
6. Place small dollops of dough 
evenly spaced onto the baking tray.
7. Bake for 12-15 minutes or until 
cookies are golden-brown.
8. Allow cookies to cool for 30 
minutes.

Bananna coconut bread 
INGRIEDIENTS:
• 40g butter (softened)
• 1 cup brown sugar 
• 1 egg
• 3 ripe bananas (mashed) 
• 11/2 cups self-raising flour (sifted) 
• 1 teaspoon baking powder 
• 1/2 cup desiccated coconut 
• 2 tablespoons milk 
Topping: 
• 1 tablespoon sugar
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

METHOD:
1. Preheat oven to 180˚C. Grease 
and line the base of a 26 x 7cm loaf 
tin.
2. Place butter, sugar, egg & banana 
in a food processor until combined. 
3. Add flour, baking powder, coco-
nut and milk and use the pulse but-
ton to process until well combined.
4. Spoon mixture into tin and 
smooth over surface. 
5. Bake for 40-45 minutes or un-
til golden brown and cooked when 
tested with a skewer. 
6. To make the topping, mix sugar 
& cinnamon and sprinkle over the 
bread.
7. To serve, cut into slices, toast un-
der a preheated hot grill and spread 
with butter.

A Little 
Something Sweet

Scholastica students

Lemon drizzle cake
INGREDIENTS:
Cake
• 3 eggs
• 1 cup caster sugar
• 1/2 cup of canola oil/vegetable oil
• 2 tablespoons lemon zest
• 1 cup sour cream/Greek yoghurt
• 1 tablespoon lemon extract
• 1 1/2 cups self-raising flour
• 2 teaspoons baking powder
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
Drizzle icing
• 1 cup soft icing sugar
• 3 tablespoons lemon juice

METHOD:
1. Preheat the oven to 175 degrees 
Celsius. Line a 9x5inch pan with 
baking paper.
2. Add eggs, sugar and sour cream 
to a large mixing bowl and whisk 
until smooth and combined.
3. Slowly drizzle oil and continue to 
whisk.
4. Add lemon zest and lemon ex-
tract and whisk to combine.
5. Add flour, baking powder and salt 
and stir until just combined.
6. Pour batter into prepared pan and 
smooth the top with a spatula.
7. Bake cake for 50 minutes or until 
skewer inserted in centre comes out 
clean.
8. Cool loaf on wire rack for 30 min-
utes.
9. To make drizzle icing, add icing 
sugar and lemon juice to a small 
bowl and whisk until smooth. 
(You may have to slightly alter the 
amounts of lemon and sugar to 
reach desired consistency.)
10. Spread icing evenly over the 
cake, letting it drizzle down the 
sides.
11. Slice and serve.



On the 14th of August, ten 
Schols girls travelled to Pat-
taya, Thailand, to represent 

Australia in the 14th IDBF Dragon 
Boating World Nations Champi-
onships, in the Under 18’s Auroras 
squad. We had been training for the 
past year. Our training schedule was 
demanding, and included five water 
sessions per week, as well as individ-
ual land training, with gym sessions 
twice a week, and a 10km run each 
week as well. At times it was tough 
and exhausting, but all the hard 
work paid off over five racing days. 
This campaign, I was lucky enough 
to be nominated as vice-captain by 
my fellow paddlers, and I was able 
to work side by side with the coach-
es and other captains to build team’s 
relationships and comradery, as I 

believe that a team that is united and 
having fun performs the best.

Over the five competition days, 
we raced multiple distances; 200 
metres, 500 metres, 1km, and 2km, 
in both women’s, opens and mixed 
gender crews. We competed against 
countries such as the United States, 
Canada and Thailand, and made 
many new friends along the way. 
All our hard work and dedication 
paid off as we came away with a to-
tal of 11 bronze medals and 12 silver 
medals across Junior A (under 18s) 
and Junior B (under 16s) categories, 
racing across the various distances. 
From a captain’s perspective, the 
highlight of the trip would have to 
have been watching the growth of so 
many people and the energy and ef-
fort that was put into every race on 
the day. Being able to stand on the 
podium with your friends, knowing 

Dragon Boating World 
Championships

that you have collectively worked 
so hard to achieve a common goal, 
is an experience I cannot put into 
words. Being able to say I have rep-
resented my country at 16 years of 
age is an experience I wish everyone 
could have, and knowing that the 
journey has not been easy makes the 
outcome so much better.

Back row: Destiny Griffin, Madeleine 
Meyer, Molly Hopper, Sophia Morgan, 
Ruby Chahoud, Jacinta Halstead, Zara 
Amir-Schwallie

Front row: Alex Morgan, Rosie Chahoud, 
Alexia Saladino
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On Wednesday 28th August, 
Olympic sailor, Angela Far-
rell, visited the College and 

Year 10 Physical Activity and Sport 
Studies students were lucky enough 
to hear Angela speak about her jour-
ney and the Olympic experience.

Having Olympic medallist, An-
gela Farrell, visit our school was a 
great opportunity and lots of fun. 
We learnt many things about sailing, 
the Olympics and the effort and sac-
rifice that is put in to make it to the 
Olympics games. Angela shared her 
experiences with us and explained 
to us that we need to unleash our 
passions. It was a truly inspiring ex-
perience. 

Last lesson we were visited by 

Angela Farrell an Olympian who 
won silver in the Beijing Olympics. 
She was very inspirational and spoke 
of her experiences with training and 
races. She told us about her experi-
ences and answered many questions 
about her career, and sailing as a 
sport. She inspired many of us and 
when we left, we gained a new found 
perspective for professional athletes. 

Ms Palmer organised for an 
Olympic competitor to come vis-
it Year 10 PASS. Angela Farrell is 
a sailor who competed in the 2008 
Olympics, Beijing. We learnt about 
her experience in the Olympics and 
journey of her life related to sports. 
Meeting Angela was an amazing 
opportunity to experience and be 
a part of. Being told about how she 
got into sailing and the lead up to 
the Olympics was very inspiring 
and I am very grateful to have expe-
rienced this. 

On Tuesday 30th July, 
Brendan, from Wheelchair 
Sports, came to Schols and 

taught students from the Year 9 
PASS, Year 10 PASS and Year 11 
PDHPE classes how to play Wheel-
chair Basketball.  He provided 
us with a brief explanation about 
wheelchair sports and also ex-
plained a little about himself and the 
challenges he faces daily, as he was 
born a paraplegic. We learnt about 
the equipment used, and how the 
chairs are modified to suit the game 
and provide additional safety and 
stability to players. It was a great eye 
opener as to how privileged we are 
to be able to do simple tasks, such as 
get out of bed and walk to the kitch-
en or bathroom each morning. 

Student feedback:
“Playing wheelchair basketball was 
a lot of fun and it was great to try 
something different, I thoroughly 
enjoyed it and I could tell that a lot 
of my peers were having fun as well. 
This was definitely a fantastic and 
worthwhile learning experience.”

Angela Farrell Visit to 
SCHOLS

Wheelchair 
Basketball

Women’s rugby sevens 
is an up and coming 
sport that continues to 

grow across Australia. I have been 
lucky enough to represent St Scho-
lastica’s in rugby 7’s on multiple 
occasions, including the Monday 
night competition, various gala 
days and tournaments. Earlier this 
year a squad of 20 girls were select-
ed in the ‘Barker and Sydney Uni 
Academy’. This was an amazing 
experience to meet many girls from 
all different schools. This opened 
many opportunities including Sofia 
Bamonte and myself representing 
NSW in two exhibitions matches at 
the National Schoolboy’s selections, 
as there is no existing schools 7’s 
pathway for girls.

The ‘Barker and Sydney Uni 
Academy’ also encouraged me to 
trial for the AON’s Uni 7’s Sydney 
Uni team. Unfortunately, though 
missing out on selection, I was lucky 
enough to be invited to train along-
side International and Olympian 
Aussie 7’s players, gaining more 
knowledge of the game, improving 
skills, and meeting many elite ath-
letes and players. Women’s rugby 7’s 
has been an amazing experience so 
far, with many opportunities, and 
hopefully many more yet to come.

Rugby
Isabelle Shortis

Alix Morrant
 Jasmine FokesSheenah Byrne

Jess Collins
Jenna Magiropoulos

Alexia Saladino  


