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Written by Jeremy Neale 

 

Many students are all 
gathered at Hillcrest 
Christian College for 
soon to be Annual Event. 

On Thursday, 1st August, all gathered in the Terrace 

Hall of Hillcrest Christian College, Reedy Creek, 

were 90 children from 11 school coming from all 

around the Gold Coast. To the thrill of many school 

students, it was the launch of the Year 5/6 

Queensland Association of Mathematics Teachers 

(QAMT) Competition. Although this is only the 

commencement of the Year 5/6 competition, Years 

7 and 8 have been competing for several years. 

 

The contestants’ mathematic abilities were recruited 

to accomplish an estimation round, a mental 

calculations stage, short responses, written extended 

problem solving, and with the final round being 

history & general knowledge. 

Hillcrest entered three teams into the competition, 

who performed well throughout these challenges. 

Some students were uncapable of attending the 

evening, but there were a few students that were 

fortunately able to fill in. Oodles of parents 

attended the debut. Some of the Hillcrest parents 

and even High School students helped score at 

the evening to account for the large number of 

teams in the hall. 

 

The competition was fierce with lots of moments 

of ecstasy coupled with the feeling of defeat 

when an answer turned out to be wrong. There 

were lots of emotions and expressions being 

thrown around the hall with some regret from 

choosing the wrong answer to the thrill and 

excitement of getting it right. 

All these elating moments and defeating blows was all 

then culminated in a TSS team feeling triumph and 

taking the victory over the other conquered teams. The 

passion and excitement going around was making the 

event turn out great. All hopes are on this being an 

annual event, bringing schools from all over the Gold 

Coast together for some friendly rivalry.  

Hopefully, after reading this, you will understand the 

exciting things that children at school these days are 

doing, and that hopefully they, when they grow up, will 

also improve and innovate in the education field. 

 

Why Antivirus 
Software is vital. 

 

Viruses all over the world have spread 
on computers every day, and have 
caused tons of money from consumers, 
scams and money being processed 
automatically without knowing, and 
visious websites with threats that 
harm. 

See Page 2 for more on the topic. 

Hillcrest Students 
Rocking At Hilly 
Kids Worship 

 

Written by Thomas Seton 

JLC kids in a fun way to learn 
about God? 

 Started in mid-term of term 2, 
the pastors and teachers 
organized a couple of grades 6’s 
to start a worship band. This 
idea started a few years back, so 
it’s turning into 
a tradition. They have overcome 
their nerves and fears and play 
in front of the whole JLC (700 
people). 

 The band members choose to 
play for enjoyment and to 
praise God. Every week on 
Thursday they meet up and 
practice and introduce new 
songs to play on Monday to 
share. New people come 
regularly to join and participate  

to share their talents to the whole 
JLC. 

After performing 4 times, they 

had the privilege to play at 
Grandparents Day. It was a 
sensational day. They played 
Glorious Day for the 
grandparents who loved it. “I 
love that we get to socialise, and I 
love playing and being a part of a 
team.” Finn Mackenzie a year 6 
acoustic guitarist said. 

They celebrate the love of Jesus 
in a fun and exciting way. That’s 
what the Hilly Kid’s program 
brings to the college to have fun 
whilst worshipping. The photo is 
a photo of the whole band 
playing one of their songs. 

Hillcrest Christian College has 
introduced a new program this 
year called ‘Hilly Kids’ 
where years K-6 
worship and praise God and 
listen to a chaplain. Musically 
talented students aged 10-12 
have taken over the videos and 
replaced them with students. 

 Hillcrest loves instruments and 
supporting the students all 
along their musical journey. 
This opportunity gives the 
students of Hillcrest a chance to 
take over their nerves and play. 
is a new program they started at 
the start of the year to teach all  

Maths 
Mania At  
Hillcrest 
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Hillcrest Christian College was The Educator Innovative School of the Year in 2017, due, mostly, to the fact that they built a new learning space, called The Precinct, and other 
learning space renovations. 

 

Halt The Hack 
 

Written by Thomas Seton 

viruses on computers such 
as Norton Security and 
McAfee. But as technology 
is growing bigger so are 
hackers, viruses and scams 
all over computers. Always 
checking reviews or 
comments on the reviews 
or comments on the 
antivirus software that 
may look suspicious, 
because it may cause 
harmful viruses on the 
computer. 

 I strongly believe that 
everyone should have a 
safe and secure antivirus 
software, yes it will cost a 
bit of money to get a 
quality software, but it’s 
worth it, because if you 
had a virus that stopped 
your computer can end up 
costing a lot more than you 
wanted. Also, if you want 
privacy whilst on the 
internet, you know that 
you are safe and protected. 

 

 

 Firstly, I believe using 
antivirus software’s you will 
save lots of money because 
fixing computers cost heaps 
of money, you are sure that 
you are protected and you 
can scan your computer 
which can scan your 
computer files for viruses or 
harmful malicious files, and 
hackers who may have your 
credit card number, most  

advantages for this, there 
are also negative points 
to consider that come to 
having antivirus software 
installed on your device. 
The software that you 
download can use up lots of 
data and can take up space 
which can lead to slowing 
down your pc performance 
and network. As it is just 
internal and programmed it  

“This Can Save You Money” 
Quote By Thomas Seton. 

antivirus software’s will give 
notifications alerting the 
information which can give 
you a chance to delete the 
data from the hacker. 

 Although there are many  

cannot test everything on 
the web or files, so you 
cannot be fully 100% 
protected.  

 There are many software’s 
that can stop malicious  

Is The Nintendo Switch Lite Worth It? 
Written by Jeremy Neale 

 You may have heard of the amazing 
Nintendo Switch. Well, after 2 ½ 
years since the arrival of it, 
Nintendo is about to release another 
model in September this year. It is 
called the Nintendo Switch Lite, 
mainly because it is a lighter and 
smaller version to the original. 

 Firstly, if you don’t know what the 
Nintendo Switch is, it is a gaming 
console that allows you to take it 
wherever you want and disconnect 
the side controllers (joy-cons), then 
enabling it to connect to your 
Television. It is extremely cool and 
useful, especially when you are 
going on long trips, you can just  

 

take it with you to play with; even in the car. And the 
fact that, like an Xbox or Play Station, you can still play 
on the TV by disconnecting the joy-cons and placing 
the console into the dock that is connected to the TV. 

 Secondly, it may be a good idea that Nintendo had, 
with making a lighter, more compact version that is 
more suitable for storing in pockets rather than 
backpacks. It comes in the colours: yellow, grey, 
turquoise and custom designs that you can pay for, 
which is a nice and colourful, bright theme. But 
honestly, that is not enough reasons for me to get one. 

 Thirdly, one of the downsides, though, is that the sides 
of the console can’t be disconnected, and the console 
can’t connect to the TV. And although it is quite 
interesting and many people are already going to start 
pre-ordering, I believe that the price is quite  

unreasonable compared to the Nintendo Switch. The 
current average price for a Nintendo Switch is 
$400.00, and the price of a Nintendo Switch Lite now, 
for pre–order, is $329.99. The fact that it is only 
$70.00 extra to be able to connect it to a TV and 
disconnect the sides, in my opinion, means that I might 
as well get the original version.   

 Finally, if I was going to get something like that, I 
would pay the extra $70 for much more use and 
availability to different ways of play. Which is what the 
original version can provide for you in play. There are 
some positives, but not enough for me. I firmly believe 
that the Nintendo Switch Lite is a pointless purchase 
and you could receive a lot more value with the 
original, so if you aren’t convinced with my opinion, I 
don’t know what will convince you. 

Scan QR Code To See 
Video News Report: 

Should The Gold Coast 
Have Shark Nets? 
 Written by David Radloff 

The Gold Coast a holiday destination on everyone’s bucket list. The main 
attraction is of course the beach. You have the warming sun, the 
refreshing waves, although whenever beachgoers are enjoying their day 
there’s always something lurking on their minds…  SHARKS!         
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 There are over 450 
species of sharks in the 
world, around 170 of 
them inhabit Australia. 
Many of which are 
non-threatening to 
humans, but there still 
are sharks that are 
man-eaters. Humans 
use the shark nets to 
catch and kill these 
man-eater sharks to 
prevent the option of 
an attack. 

 Shark nets have been 
installed on the Gold 
Coast since 1962 and 
have prevented many 
deaths of humans, but 
what about the sea life. 
The nets are currently 
responsible for the 
deaths of 500-700 
sharks yearly and over 
100,000,000 are killed 
each year, that’s 11,432 
every hour. 

 The nets kill dolphins, 
turtles and rays which 
are animals that are 
positive to human 
society and our oceans.  

The nets are just a 
TDSRK (Turtle, ray, 
dolphin, shark killer) 
and can be replaced 
with something both 
more effective and 
detects the sharks by 
using a breakthrough 
sonar system, that 
measures the shark’s 
unique movement. 
Once a shark has been 
detected a message is 
sent via the Optus 
network to the beach’s 
lifeguards, so they can 
get everyone out of the 
water and to safety. 
 
 The Clever Buoy is a 
shark attack 
prevention system that 
is a non-invasive  

 

alternative to the 
current shark 
prevention methods, 
such as shark nets. 
The Clever Buoy is 
efficient, cost 
effective and humane 
so it’s a better choice, 
than these nets.  
 
As you can tell the 
Gold Coast has had 
very few shark attacks 
due to shark nets and 
since The Tweed and 
Lenox Head areas 
don’t have the nets 
and they have loads 
more attacks you can 
probably say that they 
come in pretty handy 
for humans, but for 
the sea life that keeps 
this world running, 
they really are a 
tangled web of 
destruction. 

 

‘They may seem handy, but they don’t have 
good outcomes!’                -Jeremy Neale 

   

 

Did you know, sharks are immune to all known diseases? That is a bit scary! Also, there are 150 
million sheep in Australia with only 23 million people! 

 

Is Minecraft Good 
For Kids? 

Popular game Minecraft is 
back on the rise and a 
question that parents are 
asking is if it is good for their 
kids? 

 

Minecraft also has a certain 
amount of violence but no blood 
and being very pixel heavy the 
violence isn’t the worst but kids 
under the age of 4 I believe 
should not be able to play 
Minecraft. 

 At Hillcrest Christian College 
there is a skill set referred to as 
Secrets Skills, the name was 
chosen as students at Hillcrest 
are meant to show these skills in 
everyday life. I believe skills 
such as creative thinker and 
reflective learner are part of the 
learning process in Minecraft. 
Another point is that in 
Minecraft kids can try again and 
again being able to erase their 
mistakes rather than getting 
frustrated in real life and giving 
up.  

 Minecraft also has a function 
referred to as downloading 
mods and texture packs allowing 
your child to have a different 
variety of items, certain mods 
can be bad for younger children 
as they can add violent content 
to Minecraft, but mods also can 
be good allowing kids to have a 
different perspective on how 
they build different buildings 
with new unique blocks, mods 

Written by Lachlan Richards  

 The game Minecraft devolved by Mojang and lead by 
Markus Persson more commonly known as Notch, is a 
free roam, building, exploring and combat game. 
Since the original release of Minecraft in 2009, it has 
been updated many times. Minecraft was owned by 
Mojang until 2014 when Microsoft announced they 
would be buying Mojang for 2.5 billion dollars but 
Mojang would continue to develop Minecraft.  

 When playing Minecraft, you will spawn in an 
endless cubed world and you are to explore, destroy 
and build and the endgame goal is to kill a mob called 
the ender dragon. 

 Is Minecraft good for kids? My opinion, yes, 
Minecraft is a game that can create new neurological 
pathways getting kids to think in a different way. Your 
child can go in creative mode allowing them to build 
whatever they want with whatever they want. 
Minecraft has a thing referred to as Redstone which 
allows your child to build machines and other 
contraptions developing their creative thinking and 
rewarding them with the success of a contraption that 
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Survivor Secrets         Skills needed to 

                                                                            win Survivor                                                                                                                       

 

Written by David Radloff 

Australian Survivor, a reality television 
show that is sweeping the nation. The show 
has had a 13% increase in national viewings 
since 2018 and was the most watched 
program for Wednesday nights. The 
program follows a competition in order to 
win a prize of $500,000. But in order to 
win, the contestants need to conceal, Secret 
Skills. 
 
‘Secret Skills’ are part of the way students 
learn at Hillcrest Christian College. Secret, 
as in they need to use these skills in 
everyday life without realising, they are 
using them. 
 

Take Luke for example, a contestant from 
Survivor season 2 & 4. Luke has the skill of 
Creative Thinker in the way he plays his 
strategy for the game. He uses this skill in 
order to create new ideas to create alliances. 
This helps him to flip people from one 
alliance to his own which 

puts him on top of the pyramid. This 
skill helps him to create spy shacks so 
he can listen to other contestants’ 
conversations. This is an advantage for 
him since others don’t realise, he has 
information of theirs that he can use 
against them. (That is, vote them out). 
 
John, a contestant from the current 
season (4). John uses the skill of 
effective participator for his main 
strategy. He uses the skill when 
completing challenges for his tribe. 
John is extremely loyal to his tribe and 
never gives up when it comes to 
challenges. He puts in everything he 
has and works hard to get his tribe the 
win. This skill helps him get further in 
the game because other contestants 
don’t vote him out since it is useful to 
have someone with the Effective 
Participator skill. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

works. With the survival game mode, you start off 
with nothing but your fists, you must develop 
different skills to make your way up to the top rank 
where you’re able to make red stone and build until 
you run out of resources. 

 Minecraft has some disadvantages being a game that 
is very addictive and should be played in regulated 
time slots, I recommend that you select certain hour 
time slots. 

 

are also only available on the PC 
form of Minecraft. 

 Minecraft is a very 
developmental game allowing 
children to roam freely and do 
what they want but still 
Minecraft is an addictive game 
and playtime should be 
monitored. I still believe that 
Minecraft is a game that will 
benefit positively with your child 
and personally I would allow my 
child play Minecraft. 

The winners of Australian 
Survivor for the past seasons have 
all had great Secret Skills and have 
used them to make their way 
through the game. But sometimes 
contestants don’t get very far and 
get voted out early on since they 
lack the use of Secret Skills. 
 
Des, a contestant from Australian 
Survivor season 1. Des was the 
first contestant to be voted out 
since he didn’t hold strong Secret 
Skills. Instead of being a team 
worker and helping his tribe build 
and design the shelter he slacked 
off and let others do the work for 
him. He wasn’t a Creative Thinker 
in the way that he didn’t creatively 
build strong alliances early on. 
 
“Secret Skills are a big part of 
Survivor” 
 
-Lachie Richards Yr6 HCC 
 
Secret Skills are a massive part 
of the game Survivor, if you 
want to win, you need to have 
strong Secret Skills in play.  

Terrific Tone 
Written by Lachie Richards 

Australian Gymnasts 
Becomes A Community 
role model. 

Michael Tone, an 
Australian 
Commonwealth gymnast 
who at the 2018 
Commonwealth Games 
came fifth on high bar 
and seventh on pommel 
decides to give back to 
the Community 

After many years of doing 

gymnastics and being looked 
after by the AIS (Australian 
Institute of Sport) artistic 
gymnast Michael Tone has 
decided to give back to the 
sporting community by 
becoming a Lifeline Australia 
Community Custodian. 

The program led by Athlete 
Wellbeing Engagement team at 
the AIS aims to use athletes as 
positive role models to raise 
awareness about mental 
wellbeing. Lifeline Australia has 
been operating for over 55 years 
and having around 11,000 staff 
and supporters raising awareness 
around Australia about mental 
health and wellbeing. 

When Michael Tone was asked 
about the program, he explained 
that he got in touch with Lifeline 
after injuring himself. GA 
(Gymnastics Australia) straight 
away got him in touch with the AIS 
when they found out about it, the 
result of Tones injury resulted in 
him not being able to compete for 
the 2018 world cup team causing a 
massive dint in his mental 
wellbeing. After Tones full recovery 
at the AIS, Tone showed a lot of 
interest into mental health and then 
was asked to become a custodian. 

As the program aims to put athletes 
as positive role models Tone 
explained that he is interested in his 
of future being a Lifeline custodian. 


