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JOURNALIZING JOEYS
REAL STUDENTS, REAL STORIES, REALLY EXCELLENT 

Finn (Left) and Jethro (right) working on Google 
Docs and Slides 

Google at St Joseph’s 

HAYDEN MURPHY 

IF you are one of the lucky people walking into St 

Joseph’s on the 28th of October, you will be able to 

hear the clicking of keyboards and the dragging of 

mice. This is because Google will be coming to the 

school. They are going to be present because they 

believe that St Joseph’s use their applications well. 

“We are really excited about sharing what our 

students do here at St Joseph’s, with the wider 

community” says Paul Staniscia, Deputy Principal 

and ICT Leader of St Joseph's.  

The event is being run by ASI. ASI are a company 

that sell other companies computer products. Such 

as the Chromebook, the laptop that Google 

manufactures.  

This is the first time Google has done anything like 

this in Australia. At the event there is going to be 

Google employees present as well as teachers, Vice 

Principals and Principals. ICT student leaders and 

Paul Staniscia, will make speeches about Google 

programs and how the school use. One example is 

I.E.M, which is the way that the school keep track

of all of the students learning. The Google workers

and the school teachers, vice principals and

principals who are visiting, will all take a tour

around St Joseph's.

Noah Melia, one of the ICT leaders at St Joseph's 

who will be giving a speech at the event, says that “I 

think that it’s a great way to encourage other 

schools that are at the event to continue using 

Google in their daily learning”. Google is hoping 

other schools will be influenced and make changes 

to how they use technology. 

MEET THE TEAM 

CLICK ON THE PICTURE AND FOLLOW THE LINK TO 
WATCH A VIDEO ABOUT OUR CRACK TEAM OF 
JOURNALISTS! 

Figure 1: St Joseph's female athletes proudly pose in their sport uniforms.  Photo Credit:  Nicola G. 

Girls in Sport Creating a Level 
Playing Field 

EXCLUSIVE 

EMILIA LUCIONI AND SARAH BALDWIN 

OVER the past years, the sports industry has seen a 
growing number of young females employed as 
athletes. The rise of women in the business has 
inspired many female adolescents from St Joseph's 
Primary School to take part. 

Tessa Berryman, a year 5 student from St Joseph's, 
shared her experiences playing in a football team, 
stating “My team has 21 girls, majority coming from St 
Joseph's Primary.” 

“From the moment I joined a Football team in 2018, 
I’ve been having fun. The environment is very friendly 
and inclusive, and when I play, I feel positive and 
physically healthy. I think it's a great sport for anyone 
and any girl.” 

Currently in St Josephs, over 50 percent of 6-12-year-
old girls participate in a before school or after school 
physical activity. AFL, Soccer, Basketball and Netball 
being the predominant sports. 

However, these changes have only occurred in the 
past couple of years. In fact, the New Zealand Health 
Survey (2015/16) showed an excessive gender gap 
when it came to physical recreation. The result being 
a 6.5% participation difference.  

5-6 teacher, Sonia Scott stated,” It’s only in the past
two years that I seem to have had female AFL players
in my class. I think it’s so inspiring that these
children aren’t letting gender stereotypes influence
the sports they play.”

Alex Parker, a year 6 student, has also shared his 
opinion on girls in sport by saying, “I think that girls 
playing sport is great. It's a fantastic way for 
everybody to participate and make sport even more 
fun!” he also said that people all over the world 
should encourage girls playing sports. Not just in St 
Joseph’s. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Walking in the 
Shoes of 
Refugees
Students Participate in a Refugee Experience Day 

EDITORIAL 

REFUGEES: 
INVADING OR 
NEED SAVING? 
DAISY LAWRIE 

REFUGEES coming into  
Australia has become an 
overwhelming topic. It 
 seems to be a never- 
ending debate between politicians, the public 
and countries. My opinion? Well, both of the 
sides of the story have their legitimate points 
but I don’t believe that either side is 
completely correct. 

Technically speaking, every country has the 
right to protect its borders. The question I ask 
myself is, does this mean they should? These 
border problems have to lead to many 
devastating events like separated families and 
people going to extreme efforts to get to 
somewhere safe. Does this sound right to you? 
To me, it shouldn’t sound right to anyone. 
People thinking they're protecting themselves 
are just ruining other people’s life and future. 

“With great power comes great 
responsibility”- Marvel. 

But should some of the leaders of the world 
be trusted with this responsibility? It has 
become obvious with the number of petitions, 
protests, and websites that are trying to bring 
refugees into their homeland, as well as 
equality between refugees and people born in 
Australia. For example, the recent protest in 
front of the home affairs in Sydney, fighting 
for Visas and equality with refugees! 

With one of the key arguments against 
refugees coming in, people believe that we 
need to take care of our issues before we 
solve others. I disagree with this as it is quite 
obvious that they need help and resources 
much more than us privileged citizens. I think 
that this is extremely un-humanitarian to want 
your problems solved more than people who 
have urgent issues. In this world, we should be 
and are equal.  
Have your say, email 
journalizingjoeys@sjbwickw.catholic.edu.au 

ALLEGRA KLINE & ELEANOR GRINSTED 

HAVE you ever felt what it is like to be a refugee? 
All of the struggle, pain and emotions they might go 
through?  

Even just doing an experience of what it might be 
like for 4 hours was hard. St Joseph's Primary 
School, Brunswick West just did that and had what 
they called a ‘Refugee Experience Day.’  

This included many tasks and setbacks which 
made them realise how hard it is to be a refugee.  

Students were put into ‘families’ for the rest of the 
day. Each student played a role in the family such 
as a 6-month-old baby, 32-year mother etc.  

Some of the family members were injured, had 
special needs and still infants which meant they had 
to be carried or helped by someone in their family. 
Some people were even blind or couldn’t speak 
which caused many more challenges for their family 
to deal with.  

One of the first Tasks was to find their family in the 
‘smoke’, in the school yard. The scenario was  
“You are on a family outing, and all of a sudden a 
plane flies just over head causing some people to 
panic. Many more planes follow and start bombing 
your town causing there to be smoke everywhere. 
You can barely see a meter in front of you. During 
this you have been separated from your family and 
must find them again, to make sure everyone is 
safe.”  

All students put on a blindfold to simulate that they 
cannot see anything, they used their sense of voice 
and touch to locate their family again.  

Scarlett Milin, Grade 6 student from St Joseph's 
wrote “I felt terrified most of the time, not because 
of the actual activities, but because I felt like this 
would be a refugee’s life and it is unfair that they 
have to live like that because of countries fighting.”  Students attempting to find their ‘families’ 

Experiencing a cramped shelter 

Another one of the activities simulated an interview 
with the border control who spoke a different 
language to them. Each Family had 10 words to 
try to convince the ‘border controls’ to let their 
family into Australia. This was a simulation of what 
it would be like if you were doing an interview and 
you only had limited language. 

This meant they had to use a lot of actions, 
expressions and even the tone of their voice to 
make them have a higher chance to get into 
Australia. Not all families made it through to 
Australia, where it was even harder to 
communicate with Australian Citizens.  

Lots of students reached deeper into the situation 
that is one of our big world issues.  

For example, one student said ‘There are 70.8 
million people displaced worldwide and the 
number is increasing day by day and not only do 
these people do it for 4 hours they do it for years.’ 

This goes to show how lucky we are’. Comments 
like these show how much empathy students grew 
during this task. St Joseph's students grew their 
education through a powerful experience and 
emotional tasks and would recommend this 
wonderful journey to all to try to feel just the way a 
refugee would. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

BUSY BEES AT SHEIL’S 

RESERVE! 

 EXCLUSIVE 
Marley Mackinnon, Allegra Kline and Olivia Portelli 

MORELAND City Council’s Landscape and Design 

Architect, Wendy Skala, had an idea to transform what  

used to be a plain grassland into biomimicry inspired park. 

The park aims to introduce wildlife back into the area. The 

park is called Sheils Reserve and is located on the corner   

of Hope St and Duggan St in Brunswick West. 

 

4-year-old Kinder kids at Dewdrops Kindergarten are very 

excited about the redevelopment of Sheils Reserve. A 

kindergarten teacher at Dewdrops explained that ‘The kids 

have been very involved in the process and it has been a 

very positive experience for them. They have known all 

about it since October 2018 and they can’t wait for it to be 

completed.’   

 

The children are designing stepping stones out of 

concrete… the stepping stones will showcase different 

insects and vegetation that you will see in the park. These 

include flowers, butterflies, trees, insects and lizards.  

 

The park is based on biomimicry. Biomimicry is when the 

design and structure of a human invention is inspired by 

nature. An example of this is the bullet train. The bullet train 

is designed around the shape of the kingfisher’s beak to 

make the train go faster through its aerodynamic shape 

 

The main design of the park is the blue-banded bee. To 

feature the bees into the park the designer incorporated them 

into the play equipment. The main features will be a blue-

banded bee slide and bridge.  

 

 

 

 Not only will they mix the bees with the playground but Ms.    

Skala is planning to plant flowers and plants that wildlife is 

attracted to as well. For example, the blue-banded bee’s 

favourite flowers are the white, purple and yellow ones, 

therefore, these flowers will be displayed within the area.  

The design of the park will attract bees and other wildlife 

into the area with the help of an insect hotel. This man-made 

structure will provide shelter for insects and can come in 

many different shapes and sizes depending on the specific 

purpose or insect it is catered to. 

 

Bees are important to the park as they will pollinate the 

plants. Pollination is a process that bees do to make flowers 

grow seeds. Without this, there won’t be any flowers or 

plants. There are two different parts of a flower, the stamen 

and the pistol. When the bees go to get the pollen and nectar 

from flowers to make honey, they spread it into the different 

sections of the flower which makes the flower grow seeds. 

The kindergarten children also know bees are important as 

they say  ‘We love bees because they make honey and they 

fly.’   

 

 

 

Unfortunately, bees numbers are reducing rapidly and in 

the future, they may become extinct. The reason for this 

is that ever since World War 2 people have been using 

lots of pesticides and fertilizer which is not good for the 

bees. 

The goal of the park is not only to provide entertainment 

for young children but also to introduce more wildlife 

into the area. To do this Ms. Skala states that the team 

will firstly introduce the animals at the bottom of the 

food chain and progressively work their way up. Ms. 

Danica, Kinder teacher at Dewdrops kindergarten says 

that ‘the park will be great for our kinder kids so they 

can be more exposed to insects and bees and seeing them 

as a great opportunity to help nature, instead of being 

afraid of them.’ 

 

Sheils Reserve’s new look is coming together quite 

quickly. Kinder Kids from Dewdrops Kindergarten 

explained that ‘they moved the grass at the park, and 

yesterday there was only mud! It must have magically 

happened overnight!”.  

 

Sheils Reserve will come to great use for the schools, 

families and kindergartens around the area. If you want 

to get involved, the Council will be hosting a community 

planting day on the 25th of August 2019. Ms. Skala is 

anticipating the official park opening day in Mid-

September.  
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ROXIE DOBSON & MICHAEL MANOLITSAS 
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ST JOSEPH’S STUDENTS FIND THEIR VOICE IN DEBATING AND PUBLIC SPEAKING 

MIETTA STEFANI 

ST JOSEPH'S students in years 5/6 recently competed in an in-house public speaking competition.  
Students were required to prepare a speech, based on the topic “My Invention”. This speech could  
be about anything they could dream of inventing. The sky was the limit. Some of the inventions 
 included, indoor sunlight simulated vegetable garden, hairdryer- hairspray-and brush in one, an 
 air travel pod, an improved map and a plant waterer.   
 
Once students had completed presenting their prepared speech, it was time for the next round: 
 Impromptu. Impromptu was more difficult, since students had to come up with a speech in a short  
amount of time. They became even more nervous. Each student received 5 ideas that they could talk  
about. They had 15 minutes to brainstorm what they were going to say. Students went on to compete 
 in this round and this determined how good a public speaker they were. 
 
Classroom teacher from St Joseph’s Primary, Lydia Bevanda, who ran the competition said, 
 “It’s wonderful to see students step out of their comfort zone, and end up producing engaging and 
 sophisticated speeches, that they feel immensely proud of. It has been some of the best times in  
my whole teaching experience!”. Year 6 Student who competed in the public speaking competition,  
Allegra Kline, says, “The days leading up to it were so stressful and it just ended up being extra 
 homework, -however, I loved participating in such an academic event”. 
 
The Year 6’s also got to compete in a regional debating competition, where Students debated against other schools. Some of the topics the students argued 
ranged from free public transport to banning pet shops. They all said they had a great time learning different skills and techniques. Niki Christakos, 
debater from St Joseph’s says, “It was great. We got to go to different schools and debate against each other. It was also cool to see other people’s writing and 
speaking styles along with their interpretation of different ideas. We all learned something from one another and I will definitely do it again”. 

  

The Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) 

awards were established in 1945. Book week was 

initiated by the CBCA to get children interested in 

Australian literature. This year book week was 

celebrated from 17-23 of August. 

 

The CBCA chooses a theme every year. This year's 

theme is “Reading Is My Secret Power”. superhero! 

 

Each year the school gets the shortlisted books for the 

book of the year for the classes to read. 

 

Book week at St Joseph’s is always a big event. The 

students of St Joseph’s have the chance to choose a 

character from a book to dress up as. Senior student 

Sarah Baldwin stated ‘I like seeing the students having 

so much fun!” 

 

The morning commences with a parade. This is a chance 

for the students to show everyone their spectacular 

outfits. The best outfits in each class gets an award. 

 

Usually there are many activities students can participate 

in. This has included treasure hunts, parades, St Joseph’s 

staff competition, races and more humorous activities. 

This year the year 5’s and their buddies made an animal 

flip book.  

There are many different categories that the books are 

placed in. The top book of each category is named the 

book of the year award. 

THE WONDERS OF READING 
ISABELLA ADRIGRATI & GABRIELLE MATENSON 
 




