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THE ARTS
VISUAL COMMUNICATION

This subject teaches students about 
eco-friendly, sustainable and ergo-
nomic designs. Students are taught 
to progress their creation through the 
stages of the design brief and research 
various techniques and skills in order 
to plan and create a range of ply-wood 
furniture pieces. Students are taught 
about safety awareness and measures 

to ensure student wellbeing. 

FASHION DESIGN  
This subject is offered to students who 
are interested in learning about how to 
plan and create individual garments 
using a variety of techniques and 
skills. Methods such as constructing 
outlines from a template, hand sewing 
and adjusting to various measurements 
are undertaken whilst closely working 
with the given design brief. Students 
are taught how to operate an electron-
ic sewing machine and learn the skills 
for hand embroidery. These techniques 
are developed throughout the one se-
mester course and used when creating 
a final outfit, which is showcased in a 

fashion show.    

ARCHITECTURE 
A design based subject that focuses 
on sketching and formatting realis-
tic plans and structures. Folio work is 
an essential factor in this course as it 
is crutial to the development of a stu-
dent’s ideas and learning. These are 
presented using many computer pro-
grams, including Adobe Illustrator and 
InDesign , which teaches the students 

a new form of media.

Year 10 Fashion Student pinning paper pattern pieces onto 
fabric, creating a garment. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY
Photography encourages students to 
explore different forms of photograph-
ic methods including digital and film 
photography. In this subject, the stu-
dents are taught how to load, shoot and 
develop black and white film using the 
darkroom. The students are encouraged 
to expand their skills and are taught 
how to improve and edit their images 

in Photoshop.

STUDIO ART
This subject is the most diverse art 
subject offered at Fintona. The course 
strives to allow freedom of choice in an 
area of interest to the students. A vast 
range of media is on offer for students, 
such as photography, oil paint, water 
colour, ink, lino cut and many more. 
Throughout this course, the use of art 
elements and principles are incorpo-
rated in everyday learning. They play 
a crucial role in the development of all 
artworks. The use of many media types 
encourages a combined use of creative 
conceptual thinking and skill building.

DRAMA
The Drama Department aims to increase 
students’ confidence levels through 
performance and participation. These 
include monologues, duologues and 
group performances. The main high-
light of the Drama is the annual School 
Play which provides students to ex-
preience all aspects of performing arts 
from acting to backstage and lighting. 
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Ms Sanders, DESIGN 
teacher
What is your favourite part of being an 
Art teacher at Fintona?
Working with the students, embracing 
the enthusiasm and some of the ideas 
talked about in the classroom. I really 
think that we can construct ideas togeth-
er between the students and the teacher 
to really share my area of passion.
What influences did you have in your 
childhood that impacted your choices 
in becoming a teacher?
So, I guess I’ve always had creative 
people in my family that I have been 
around. I was really nurtured to visit 
creative places when I was younger 
like museums and art galleries. I also 
travelled when I was younger but I also 
just loved looking at imagery and col-
ours. I’ve always loved tactile things 
too like fabrics. So, I think all of those 
experiences have really given me an 
appreciation of culture and also quality 
of making. 

Can you tell us about your journey as 
a fashion student, designer and then 
teacher?
Sure, so when I was about 15 at school 
I studied textiles. I absolutely loved 
that subject and a curiosity was really 
lit within me about textiles and fashion. 
When I graduated from school I decided 
to study fashion design at RMIT Uni-
versity. I studied there for four years and 
did my honours year as well.
After I graduated from RMIT, I worked 
in the fashion industry for many years 
for several designers. I worked for 
Collette Dinagen in Sydney and I 
worked for Metalicus in Melbourne, I 
did some textiles prints for them and 
a couple of other companies. I also 
worked in big fashion businesses, 
importing collections from Europe and 
selling them to clients like David Jones 
and small boutiques. 
After getting all that experience I decid-
ed I would like to have my own label, 
so I did that for a little while as well and 
I was really thinking about how I could 
invest in the next generation of inno-
va-tors and creative people and design-
ers. From this I decided teaching would 
be a really good way to do that so I went 

Mrs McCormack, ARTS 
& DESIGN
What is your favourite part of being a 
textiles teacher?
My favourite part is seeing the students 
completed work. The final product, it’s 
good to be able to see that I’ve man-
aged to teach you something.
Can you tell us how you became an 
Art teacher at Fintona?
Well I had to actually move to the 
country and was not working, I re-
ceived a phone call from someone at 
Fintona wanting to know if I would 
come back to work 2 days a week. So 
that’s how I started. 
What subjects in high school influ-
enced your choice of career?
Probably Art. I enjoyed Art. What else 
did I enjoy? Biology but that didn’t go 
anywhere. So Art, definitely Art. 
What is your favourite type of textiles 
to work with and why?
At the moment, I have been known to 
change around and do a lot of different 
things, but I like making clothes. And 
at the moment I've taken up weaving, 
I’m doing a course, a certificate of 
weaving. 

Mr Biviano, ART CO-
ORDINATOR 
What is the best part about being 
head of Art?
Working with the students is the best 
part. Watching students grow from 
say- Year 7, or Year 5 through to Year 
12 is fantastic. To see that develop-
ment over the years, and their tech-
nical skill and their understanding 
of the importance of Art and why we 
do Art, and why it’s vital for a society 
moving forward. 
What is your favourite medium to 
work with?
Paint. I like oil paint. 
Can you tell us which artists have 
influenced your style?
Hmm. Good question. Goya. Fran-
cisco Goya. Delacroix (Eugène Dela-
croix) is another one. Two very good 
artists but then there's people like 
Duchamp (Marcel Duchamp), who is 
pretty cool. 
When did you decide you were going 
to teach Art and why?
Because I love teaching, it’s the best 
job in the world. I decided that after 
experiences with my own teachers in 
high school.

Mr Forrest, THEATRE & 
PERFORMING ARTS 
What is the best part about directing the 
School Play?
I think the best part about directing a 
school play is working with a number of 
students, in various different roles; on-
stage, backstage, in design, costume and 
makeup. Therefore providing students 
with lots of different opportunities to 
be able to develop their skills and to be 
involved. I think it allows them to work 
to their strengths but also to really have 
an opportunity to explore and extend 
their interests as well- so that’s probably, 
for me, the best part about directing the 
school play.

Tell us about your journey as a student 
and eventually as a Drama teacher.
I studied Drama from Year 8 right 
through to Year 12 and I really enjoyed 
it because when I was a student, I was a 
bit of a different kid; I didn’t quite fit into 
the “box”. So Drama was like an oppor-
tunity for me to express my individuality 
and also to find a place where it was ok 
to be different. I also had really great 
Drama teachers who encouraged me, 
therefore I enjoyed school more because 
of Drama and the teachers and friends I 
made in the subject. So it made me think 
I would like to be a Drama teacher, be-
cause of the teachers I had. I then went to 
uni and studied Drama for 4 years- act-
ing, directing and teaching. I then moved 
to London straight after uni, teaching 
Drama. And then I thought- “maybe 
that’s not what I want to do”, so I took 
4 years off and travelled. I worked in 
record stores, which was a really fantastic 
thing to do for 4 years- managed a few 
of them. Then I decided I wanted to get 
back into teaching. So I've been teaching 
for about 20 years now- mostly Drama 
and English- in co-ed schools, public 
schools, all girls and all boys. So I've had 
a lot of experience as a Drama teacher, 
as a Head of Drama and also 10 years 
being the Head of English at my previous 
school in South Australia. I moved to 
Melbourne about 2 and a half years ago 
now, so I guess I've been putting on a lot 
of productions, musicals and also Year 
12 Drama performances for a long, long 
time! And I really enjoy it. 

Interview featuring Miss Sanders
 
Visual Communication Design and Fashion Teacher.

What process was used to select the art for this years Art Show?

“We try and represent every student. The selection is random, based upon what’s 
successful. 

What’s your favourite media in which the students worked in? 
 
“Textiles. I teach a textiles and it’s just such a good learning process, I love to see 
the students develop and learn new skills.” 
 
How long has the show been running for? 
 
“It’s a permanent fixture on the calendar.” 
 
How long does it take to set up the Art Show? 
 
“About a week and a half.”
 
Which piece of art is the most significant to you? 
 
“Year 8 Textile. The process is imporatant to see.”

The Art Show, is one of Fintona’s biggest events showcasing the exceptional artistic abilities of kindergarten to year 12. It displays work from a wide 
range of different medias. In particular, the art chosen for this article showcases a range of year levels with a conceptual oil painting by Joy Zhu in Year 10 (Cake 
Eats ,Man) for Studio Art. At the bottom left of the page is the prep’s Mixed Media Camouflage Creatures which demonstrates their study of habitats and organ-
isms. Next to that is the pumpkin still life as a study of value and light. Finally we see the VCE Year 11 Mixed Media on canvas, a self portrait of Maddie Pynta. 

                                                        

Interview featuring  
Mr Biviano:
Art teacher. 

What process was used to select the art for this 
years Art Show?

“The artwork we presented was successful. We try to 
offer something different from previous years.”

What’s your favourite media in which the stu-
dents worked in?
 
“Year 7 Lino. They were very sucessful and differ-
ent. Also Year 11 Ceramics.”
 
How long has the show been running for? 

“1 day.”
 
How long does it take to set up the Art Show? 

“2 days.”
 

By Chloe,Skye and Michelle.



Interview with Year 
10 
Studio Art and Year 
10 Fashion Design 
students
What made you pursue this theme in your art work?
“I was just, I...like apples.” - Skye, Studio Art. 
‘I just, I drew a building.”-Chloe, Studio Art 
“The only thing I liked.’- Stella, Studio Art 
“I wear a lot of dark and black colours. I wanted to in-
corporate my love for tie dye.” - Maia

What was the design process in which you underwent? 
“I, bought some apples, I observed a lot of apples...I 
started painting the apples.”- Skye, Studio Art 
“The news...horror attack.”- Chloe, Studio Art 
“I drew...I took a photo of it, I drew it. It took me...like, 
forever to make.” -Stella, Studio Art 
“Throughout the construction I went through a research 
period of different designs and concepts and thematic 
concerns.” -Maia, Fashion Design.

What was your inspiration?  
“I just like apples.”-Skye, Studio Art. 
“I just want to represent how scary it is.”-Chloe, Studio 
Art.  
“I just...I just like theatre.” Stella, Studio Art. 
“Everywhere from my sources including the natural 
landscapes and different eras of fashion.” -Maia, Fashion 
Design

Will you pursue art in the future?
“...probably.” -Skye,Studio Art
“...maybe.” -Chloe,Studio Art
“A form of art...yes.” -Stalle, Studio Art
“Yes, I am doing VCD as I really enjoy constructing a folio and showcasing 
my passions.”- Maia, Fashion Design.

Did you enjoy it? 
“...As much as I could.” -Skye, Studio Art. 
“...Partly.”- Chloe, Studio Art. 
“Um...I enjoyed it, yes. It was stressful.”-Stella, Studio Art. 
“Yes, I really enjoyed learning about fashion culture and different design 
processes used in the industry.”-Maia, Fashion Design.

The School Play has been happening at Fintona 
the last 11 years. We have done a range of differ-
ent plays, from Mid-summer night’s Dream to 
The Wizard of Oz. The Shool Play is a great way 
to get to know other students from other year 
levels and to expand on a range of performance 
skills. In 2016 we presented ‘Game of Tiaras’, di-
rected by our former Head of Drama: Mr. John 
Thompson. Game of Tiaras was a dark come-
dy about love, death and family. It was a mix 
between ‘Game of Thrones’ and Shakespeare’s 
‘King Lear’, All of the characters were based 
upon animated Disney characters. It followed 
the King who wanted to devide his kingdom 
between his three daughters: Cinderella, Ellie 
(copyrighted Elsa) and Belle. The daughters go 
to war for the bigger half of the kingdom. While 
this is happing their step sisters: Ariel, Poca-
hontas, Mulan and Jasmine plan to attack the 
kingdom and rule it. The King flees the king-
dom with his right hand man: Sméagol. In the 
end everyone dies, there is no winner. Game of 
Tiaras was a funny and gory.

History of the School Play

This year we staged ‘The Wizard of Oz’, directed by Head of Drama: Mr. Jason Forrest. ‘The Wizard of Oz’ is a crowd pleasing, family loving tale of a young 
girl named Dorothy and her furry friend Toto and their adventure to the magical land of ‘Oz’, which is quite the opposite of Dorothy’s dull and colourless 
life in her hometown ‘Kansas’. Whisked away to Oz by a terrifying twister, Dorothy, and her house, not only land in the new colourful city, but on top of 
one of its cruellest witches. By further inquiring about the witch, Dorothy meets a whole town of munchkins and their Good Witch, Glinda. Seeking only 
to return home, the Good Witch sends Dorothy off on an adventure to seek out the ‘Wonderful Wizard of Oz’ and his assistance in returning her home. 
On the way Dorothy meets a Scarecrow who wants a brain, a Tinman who wants a heart and a Cowardly Lion who wants courage. Dorothy brings them 
along on her journey to the Wizard. Incredibly heartfelt, ‘The Wizard of Oz’ was a beautiful and stunning play.  Dorothy’s journey is filled with friendship, 
laughter, danger and love as she and her friends realise the importance of courage, compassion, intelligence and family. ‘The Wizard of Oz’ is a truly won-
derful tale appropriate for all ages, families and friends.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory was the 2017 School Play, directed by new Head of Drama: Mr. Jason 
Forrest. ‘Charlie and the Chocolate’ is a well-known book by Roald Dahl. Poor boy Charlie gets a Golden 
Ticket and is allowed to visit Willy Wonka’s Factory with four other children. One by one each child disap-
pear until Charlie is left; the only good child. At the end of his plan, Wonka reveals that Charlie is the new 
owner of the factory. ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ was praised for its colourful and funny characters. 

School Play 2018- ‘The Wizard Of Oz’

Charlie and The Chocolate Factory in 2017 Game of Tiaras in 2016

Main Cast
DOROTHY GALE played by Sameena Pavri – Thomas 
TOTO played by Stella Gracie 
THE SCARECROW/ HUNK played by Genevieve Retallick 
THE TIN MAN / HICKORY played by Mia Pope 
THE COWARDLY LION / ZEKE played by Amy Chilcott 
PROFESSOR MARVEL – Fortune Teller played by Tanisha 
Vivekanantham 
MISS GULTCH / BELINDA – the Wicked Witch of the West 
played by Gayatri Chaturvedi 
THE WIZARD OF OZ – the terrible played by Freya Solnor-
dal 
GLINDA – The Good Witch of the South/North played by 
Eliska Mitchell 
AUNT EM played by Zara Burk 
UNCLE HENRY played by Claire Walters Supporting Cast 
BOQ – Munchkin played by Rachel Crawford 
ZOQ – Munchkin played by Monique Solnordal 
VERDO – who guards the Wizard played by Shivaani Sivara-
jan JADE – the Wizard’s maid played by Alexia Karagiannis 
RUBY – Glinda’s soldier played by Livia Tropea 
GARNET – Glinda’s soldier played by Ashleigh O’Donnell 
INKY – Belinda’s cats played by Maya Martin 
SLINKY – Belinda’s cats played by Dayara Jayatissa 
AMBER – Winkie girls played by Charlotte Dowling 
TOPAZ – Winkie girls played by Catherine Flynn 
WINKLE – Winkie boys played by Jaimes Bowe 
WONKLE – Winkie boys  played by Melissa Paul

Ensemble Cast MUNCHKINS / 
THE POPPIES – deadly flowers
Elaina Karametos 
Lucy Parmenter 
Hannah Ogawa 
Annie Walters 
Zarah Kahlon 
Ebru March 
Anya Telfer 
Samanthy Sudheshan 
Jemima Wilson 
Ruby Bennett 
Jess Lennen 
Francesca Spano 
Paige Stanley 
Holly Orrico





Due to this year’s School Play “The Wizard of Oz”, stu-
dents from Year 7 to 12 have been involved in designs 
and apply the make up for the production.  In the video 
footage, you can witness first-hand the magic behind the 
make up as our students put their wonderful talents in 
action. As seen in the footage, our students have sacrificed 
their lunch times to learn how to do designs and apply 
with make-up for the play.  The video features The Cow-
ardly Lion, the Tinman, the Scarecrow and many more. 

Make -up Design Team

What do you like most about playing the Lion? 
I love being able to be silly because it’s fun. I really like being able to cry because I need to release 
my emotions. I absolutely love the costume because the feet are really cool and huge, I love them. 
If you didn’t play the Lion, who would you want to play? 
Dorothy’s Uncle or Aunt, either of them. I really like their characters because they are sarcastic 
and funny. I really like playing those sorts of characters.   
You also played Violet in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Who do you like playing better? 
That’s hard, probably Violet because I love the bogan accents. I also loved my costumes, the 
bright pink jumpsuits and the blueberry costume. They were quite nice and added comedy.
How many School Plays have you been in? 
Four. I love being in the School Plays at Fintona. They are really fun and a good way to get to 
know people from other year levels. I played Telly Basko, the hero in ‘The Mouse That Roared’. I 
was Ellie, Copyrighted Elsa (Frozen) in ‘Game of Tiaras’. I was Violet in ‘Charlie and The Choco-
late Factory’ and this year I am The Cowardly Lion in ‘The Wizard of Oz’.  
What is your favorite line or scene or thing in The Wizard of Oz? 
Anything Mia Pope (The Tinman) says, she is so cute. I love every single thing Gayatri does. The 
angles that her body can make are amazing. Wow! The tricycle is my favorite thing in the whole 
play.   
What made you interested in acting?
 When I was three years old, I was in a shopping centre in Brisbane and they were doing Swan 
Lake Ballet, however, the music wasn’t working, so they got everyone off the stage, so the tech 
people could work it out. I ran up on stage and started to sing Twinkle Twinkle Little Star to 
everyone. This guy came up to my mum and was like “I love her, let’s do it”. That was the moment 
that I knew I loved being on stage and making everyone laugh. 

Interview with Amy Chilcott (The Cowardly Lion)

Amy Chilicott as The Cowardly Lion

 

About
The Fintona Fashion Runway has been run-
ning since 2013.
This year, the Fashion Runway will show-
case the work of Year Eight students in their 
Art classes, and the Year Ten students stud-
ying Fashion Design. The students are filled 
with pride and accomplishment when they 
see their completed pieces displayed after 
many long months of working on them. 
It is also a great opportunity for parents to 
see the work that their daughters have been 
creating. The students have a choice to either 
model their garments themselves or have 
someone else walk their work. Aside from 
the design students, many other students are 
involved, whether it be with hair or makeup, 
the studio is filled with people getting ready 
for the show. 

Art Tour
The New York Art and Design Tour was an 
amazing experience for all of the girls that 
attended. Between interests of photography, 
architecture, fashion design and painting, the 
students had something valuable to gain from 
the trip. I am personally interested in the field 
of fashion, and the fashion industry in New 
York is certainly prosperous. I particularly 
gained insight into the realities of the indus-
try. It is certainly less glamourous than it ap-
pears to be.  We visited Fashion (7th) Avenue 
in the Garment District, as well as the ac-
claimed fashion college, the Fashion Institute 
of Technology (FIT). During our time at the 
FIT, we had the rare opportunity of viewing 
timeless, original pieces from major design-
ers over time.

 Clothes Drive
On the night of the runway there will be a 
clothing drive where students in Years 8 to 
10 will be involved in ‘buying’ and ‘selling’ 
their clothing in a sustainable manner. This 
drive allows Fintona students to upcycle and 
recycle their unwanted clothing. Girls who 
participate will bring along clothing items 
which are no longer used or are unwanted. 
These items will then be hung and accessible 
to be purchased with the tokens provided. 
There will be a donation collected from each 
girl participating that will be given to Baptist 
World Aid Behind the Barcode. The organ-
isation aims to improve working conditions 
and increase transparency in the fashion 
industry.

This included archives from Coco Chanel, 
Christian Dior and Anna Sui. We also had the 
chance to view a working pattern-maker’s 
studio, as well as visiting the Cooper Hewitt 
Smithsonian Design Museum. The museum 
is situated in the stunning streets of Manhat-
tan’s Upper East side, and displays the ways 
that effective design can be an advantage to 
our everyday world. This trip has influenced 
my view of fashion culture in a realistic and 
beneficial way and the city proved itself as 
uniquely compelling. 

By Emmanuelle Zapris, Year Ten Fashion 
Design Student 





The video above displays the moodboards from the Year 10 Fashion Design students. A moodboard describes the aesthetic 
of someone’s collection, including colour palettes, inspiration photos, collection name and season. Within the two fashion 
classes there was a wide array of design tastes. The elective brought together many different styles. We’re very excited to 

see them all come to life at the Fashion Runway in December.

Grace Hordern (Year 10)
What did you make?
I made a resort season capsule collection 
consisting of an open-back linen top and 
cotton culottes. Small insects were embroi-
dered over the two garments to tie in with the 
theme of the Sahara Desert. 
What was your favourite part of the process?
My favorite part of the process was hand em-
broidering small insects over the garments. 
It was the most time consuming but also the 
most enjoyable process. I love how you can 
create something totally unique and everyone 
is slightly different.  
What was the most challenging part of the process?
The most challenging part of the process 
was sewing the pieces together - especially 
the pants. I accidentally sewed my pants into 
a giant tube initially and needed to unpick 
them and start again. 

Anne Walters (Year 8)
What did you make?
Our Year 8 Art class made a simple t-shirt 
built from pattern. My design included a 
block print over the front and back of the 
t-shirt. 

What was your favourite part of the process?
My favorite part of the design process was 
experimenting with the block print. I really 
enjoyed altering the size and shape of the 
block that I printed. 

What was the most challenging part of the process?
The aspect I found most challenging was the 
neckline of the design. This was difficult as I 
was a new sewer and have never had to cre-
ate such a garment. The process of putting 
in a neckline included many steps and was 
difficult. 

Interviews with Year 8 Textiles, and Year 10 Fashion Design students




