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Quiet Please!
Library? More like ‘Loud-brary’, am I right!? Is it time to turn the volume down?!

Continued on Page 3 >>

Would you like to 
write for us?

For more information Email:
acacia.news@keysboroughsc.vic.edu.au

Homework 
is not fun!

Hey guys. This is writers GiGi 
and Blub at your house (school 
paper). We wanted to raise 
awareness of the tragic events 
that have been going on re-
cently. This is a heartbreaking 
issue for all of our precious 
little lives (especially Mr Dwyer 
and you, the Readers). Have 
you ever come into the library, 
thinking that you were going to 
sit down and have a peaceful 
lunch after having to listen to 
your demanding teachers all 
day, only to walk in and hear:

LOUD RAPTOR NOISES, 
SCREAMING IN THE BACK-
GROUND. BUILDINGS ARE 

BLOWING UP. THE KIDS ARE 
CRYING FOR THEIR MUM-
MIES.

We have very, very delicate 
ears, did you know? And how 
about when we are trying to 
concentrate, but get distracted 
by everyone’s unnecessary 
wailing? How about those 
people - oh those poor peo-
ple! - who are trying their very 
hardest to do their work, but 
cannot for the life of them do 
diddly-squat? It’s frustrating! 
This is a library! You do not 
scream your lungs out in a 
library about the love of your 
life (which is probably Fortnite. 
*Sigh*) You are supposed 
be quiet, reading, doing your 
homework, talking in hushed 
whispers! If you’re gonna play 
games, do it quietly! It gets really stressful 

when you can’t hear anything 
and all of your concentration 
gets thrown out the window.

So let’s start something new. 
How about everyone starts 
talking quietly or else gets 
kicked out of the library and 
landed with a one-day cool 
down. And if you walk into the 
library during your cool down, 
and be all loud (thus re-en-
acting the very reason why 
you got kicked out in the first 
place), you get an EXTRA DAY 
added to your cool down. :) 
You know, it’s just an idea, but 
it could be a thing… it could 
be a thing...

GiGi & Blub

Is the library too loud? A cou-
ple of our writers try get heard 
above the noise. 

What do you think?
Is the library too loud?

Should Mr Dwyer crack down?

A dramatisation of the library going crazy. 
It’s not really this bad though. Is it?

Homework is a part of life, 
but should it be? Two of our 
writers take aim at doing 
school work at home.
Alex and Adam

So here I am, missing yet 
another episode of my favou-
rite anime to complete some 
worthless homework. Okay, 
I’ve reached my limit. I never 
actually thought it would get 
to this point but here I am. It’s 
getting way out of control, and 
I’m serious. I mean, who even 
came up with this crazy idea? 
Are they trying to end us? I’m 
not joking here! When did I 
sign up for this torture?

I am sure that you, like me, 
have suffered from the imbal-
ance of this dreadful misery 
they call ‘homework’. I know 
that it ‘helps us’ in some ways, 
but sorry to tell you that the 
cons are in the lead this time. 
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Exclusive 
Interview:  
What does  
a Principal  
actually do!? 

PLUS: Are you sick 
of waiting in line? 

The Canteen gets a serve!

Inside: Page 2

Do late passes make  
you even later?

1) Best place to land?
Start right! Jumping out of the 

bus at the right moment and 
landing in a good spot is im-
portant. You want the spot to 
be unpopulated and quiet. This 
means you can gather items 
fast without being attacked. 
I suggest Retail Row, Salty 
Springs or Greasy Grove. 

Tips for the 
Fortnite win!

Habib

We sat down with Habib to 
discuss Fortnite and pick up 
a few tips to help out those 
newbies amongst us (We’re 
looking at you Mr Dwyer)! 

Continued on Page 5 >>

Hit new 
comic inside



1. Be yourself!
Just be yourself! It’s so 

cliché, but it’s true. Being 
someone you’re not just for 
another person is going to put 
more pressure on yourself. 
Keep in mind that people who 
find out that you’re nothing like 
what you show yourself to be 
and that you’re only doing it to 
be popular, are not going to 
think you’re cool. So Just be 
yourself!

2. Most phases last 
for a while but not 
forever!  

It’s okay to cry in public, but 
maybe don’t go over the top. 
As Year 7s, we are growing up 
and our bodies and emotions 
are changing and making our 
lives a bit more complicated. 
You might feel sad or angry 

when things happen to you 
now, while you used to be 
more calm. This is okay. This is 
natural. Try your best to control 
your emotions, but don’t go 
overboard. You are not the only 
one struggling. Ask for help 
when you feel you need it.

3. Get in the habit of 
Homework

Get into the habit of doing a 
certain amount of homework 
everyday so that your parents 

In this Edition Surviving Year 7

Canteen time waster

5 things you need to know to survive Year 7!
Survival Expert

One of our wise Year 7s 
shares 5 tips to thrive in the 
first year of high school (and 
beyond!). 

Got any other tips?  
We’d love to hear them!

Can you think of better spots 
to bunker down? 

We’d love to hear them!

Do you disagree with this 
article? How about you  
let us know? Send us a  

letter to the Editor!

will be proud and let you go 
out! This is also keeps you from 
having a lot of homework at 
once and getting in trouble or 
getting detention for not doing 
it on time!

4. Don’t date for  
anyone else

You should never feel pres-
sured to date someone. We’re 
still young, there’s no need to 
rush things. Only date if you 
feel like you’re ready and if you 

are actually into the person. 
Don’t do it to be popular and 
don’t get with anyone just 
because your friends want you 
to. This is known as peer pres-
sure and listening to it is not 
going to make you happy. 

5. It’s not like the 
movies!

Movies over exaggerate 
EVERYTHING, from popularity 
groups, bullying, drama, mean 
teachers, detention and the 
overall school experience. This 
school is nothing like that, in 
fact most schools aren’t. Try to 
make friends with students and 
teachers alike. Know that there 
are people to talk to if you 
are being bullied physically or 
emotionally such as the Well-
being Team at C Block or even 
a teacher. Just enjoy your time 
as Year 7 and do your best 
work and you will be fine.
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Canteen? More like “I can-NOT-teen because I’m stuck in this line!”

Adam
Are you sick of 30 minute 

queues? Are high prices get-
ting the better of you? Are you 
tired of going to class with an 
empty stomach?

Yup that’s right, I think that 
it’s time that we had a little talk 
about the canteen.

Fact: the canteen is a small 
place with a big queue. Fact: 
There is no denying that it 
shouldn’t take you the whole 
of 3rd break to get a chicken 
burger! Long queues are frus-
trating and inconvenient to deal 
with especially when you’re 
hungry!

The canteen service and the 
quality of the food is great but 
it’s let down by outrageously long lines.

Teenagers are known for 
having large appetites and it is 
important that we get enough 
food to keep us going all day 
long. I don’t know about you, 
but I hate being in class with a 
empty stomach and I’m afraid 
that some people might be ex-
periencing this because of the 
long cue times in the canteen.

The canteen is meant to be a 
place where you can get your 
lunch quickly. Instead it has 
become some hectic place 
that you can hardly even walk 
into.

I think that the school ought 
to provide a more efficient 
system.

In a perfect world I’d sug-
gest separate canteens. One 

for the juniors and one for 
the seniors. This would cost 
more for the school at the start 
but as the canteen would be 
quicker to go to more students 
would buy their lunch and the 
profits would increase.

How about we just start 
small though? Maybe a line for 
the juniors and a line for the 
seniors? Or perhaps different 
lines for different purchases? 
I know of one school where 
the Canteen had a special line 
for one particular type of pop-
ular food, and another line for 
everything else. It really sped 
things up!

Things need to change. If 
the school doesn’t act fast the 
canteen will become a weird, 
cramped and just overall bad 
place to be! We don’t want 
that! We want everyone to be 
able to get quick, good and 
affordable food.

Get in touch: acacia.news@keysboroughsc.vic.edu.au
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Survive the 
Zombies!

The Zombie Apocalypse 
could happen at any mo-
ment so it pays to always be 
prepared. We sent someone 
to scope out some potential 
hiding spots should the worst 
happen and the living dead 
come looking for brains!

Alec

1. The Library
Pros: Lots of shelves to hide 

behind or even push onto the 
zombies. 
  Cons: Lots of windows for 
the zombies to smash through.

2. The Toilets
Pros: You can lock the 

3. The Front Office
Pros: There are so many 

exits! You’d never get stuck. 
  Cons: So many exits means 
lots of possible entry points for 
all the zombies! *Gulp!*

4. The Gardens
Pros: A good place to hide 

and camouflage yourself. 
  Cons: You’re a bit in the open 
though. Might be dangerous.

doors! 
  Cons: There is only one way 
out. You could be stuck in 
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Are you looking for a book to 
keep you occupied? Like dark 
humour? Then I suggest the 
Series of Unfortunate Events. 
The series start off with the 

three young Baudelaire siblings 
that are left orphaned by a fire 
in their mansion. They are cart-
ed off to live with their distant 
relative, Count Olaf. Unfortu-
nately Olaf is a cruel, scheming 
man only after the inheritance 
that the eldest Baudelaire, 
Violet, is set to receive. The 
children escape from guardian 
to guardian, but Olaf is never 
far behind.
Snicket explains that very few 

positive things happen to the 
children. Violet Baudelaire, the 
eldest, is fourteen and is very 
passionate about inventing. 

Klaus Baudelaire, the middle 
child, is twelve, and known 
to love books. He is an ex-
traordinary speed reader with 
a first-class eidetic memory. 
Sunny Baudelaire is a baby 
and enjoys biting things with 
her abnormally large and sharp 
teeth. 
Lemony Snicket frequently 

explains words and phrases 
in incongruous detail. When 
describing a word the read-
er may not be aware of, he 
typically says “a word which 
here means ...,” sometimes 
with a humorous definition, 
or one that is relevant only to 
the events at hand (for exam-
ple, he describes “adversity” 
as meaning “Count Olaf”). 
Snicket also translates for the 
youngest Baudelaire orphan, 
Sunny, who in the early books 
almost solely uses words or 
phrases that make sense only 
to her siblings. Lemony Snick-
et’s narration and commentary 

is characteristically cynical 
and despondent. In the blurb 
for each book, Snicket warns 
of the misery the reader may 
experience in reading about 
the Baudelaire orphans and 
suggests abandoning the 
books altogether. However, 
he also provides ample comic 
relief with wry, dark humour.
A series of unfortunate 

events is a very popular series 
and is most commonly clas-
sified as children’s fiction, but 
has also been classified in 
more specific genres such as 
Gothic fiction or Mock-Gothic.
I suggest this series to all 

ages because I think almost 
anyone would find it interesting 
in some way.

Mailyna

It’s a book series that has 
been made into a movie and a 
hit Netflix series. We find out if it 
lives up to the hype!

It’s a seriously unfortunate book... in the best possible way!

A Series of Unfortunate 
Events: a Book Review 

Homework: It’s not fun! 

Have you got a review you 
would like to share!?

Is there too much homework? Are you a speed champion?

While we could be spending 
our precious leisure time being 
social or catching up on plenty 
of other things, we’re subject-
ed to sitting around working. 
It’s not like I have a problem 
with work, I mean, we all have 
to at some point, but don’t you 
think we do enough at school? 
We have so much to bear and 
you’re dragging us down with 
this pointless studying? COME 
ON!

If you’re not getting rid of 
homework completely (no 
complaints here if you want 
to though) can you at least 
decrease the number of hours 
we waste our lives on it? I am 
positive we already learn half 
of what you order us to do in 
class. Almost the whole day 
at school is enough, and now 
that’s pulling into our peaceful 
free time. We have home time 
FOR A REASON! We’re meant 
to be enjoying life, boring us 
to death isn’t part of it. To all 

teachers! If you don’t believe 
then let’s see a few words 
from the students you so 
harshly give homework to...

Reporter 1: Describe home-
work in one word.

Innocent student: Useless.

Reporter 2: Would you be 
happier with a homework free 
life and why?

Victimised student: I would 
be happier as I wouldn’t need 
to stress and I’d have more 
time for family.

Reporter 3: Do you think 
homework fits in with your daily 
life? Why or why not? 

Noble Teacher: Yes it should 
because it’s useful to students 
who don’t finish their class-
work.

Teachers are never going 
to change but that’s another 
problem for another day. May-
be, just maybe, we’ll see a day 
in the future with no home-
work. Maybe students will be 
free of this terrible school-wide 
problem.

News Flash: Turns out that students don’t really love homework. Who’d have thought?!

Above: A dramatisation of a teacher surprising a brave student with 
a whole lot of extra homework!

<< Continued from page 1 
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The Card Game 
known as Speed

Have you heard of the card 
game called speed? People 
are going crazy for it in the 
library. We thought we should 
take a look to see what all the 
buzz is about!

Newspaper Crew
The best way of getting the 

low down was to ask those 
playing it. Here is what they 
had to say!

Q. What is it? 

A. A fast, quick-to-learn 
game card. You learn to play it 
quickly and it all happens fast. 
It uses a deck of normal play-
ing cards. It’s about having fun 
and learning how to look at the 
cards quick as you can.

Q. What do you like about it?

A. It’s fun and addictive. It’s a 
way to improve your eye hand 
coordination. It’s fun to see the 
others reaction when they lose. 
You get to make fun of them!

Q. What makes a player 
good?

A. Having fast and steady 
hands with the ability to pay at-
tention to opponents cards as 
well as your own. You’ve got to 
be able to handle the pressure.

Q. Who is the best player 
you know?

A. Debrah. Youdon is good 
too though. 

Almost everyone wants to live 
in a fantasy world with witches, 
wizards and magical creatures. 
A world where a normal person 
like you could go on a magical 
adventure.
Howl’s Moving Castle is an 

Japanese animated movie di-
rected by Hayao Miyazaki made 
in 2004. The movie is based 
on the book by Diana Wyn-
ne Jones. It depicts a fantasy 
world in which you are definitely 
going to wish you could live!
Sophie Hatter is a young 

woman who works at a hat 
shop. Her life turns around after 
she meets a wizard named 
Howl and is transformed into a 
old woman because of a curse. 
She goes on a quest to go find 
the Witch of the Waste and 
finds a giant mechanical castle 

walking about. Since it was in 
the late afternoon and cold, she 
decides to go in to seek shelter. 
After this, she doesn’t realise 
the adventure she’s about to go 
on.
This movie is a very well an-

imated, with beautiful artwork 
and an interesting storyline 
based on the book. It’s main 
theme is fantasy, so if you like 
fantasy please check out this 
movie.
I would rate this movie 4/5 

stars for its art, animation and 
storyline. If you enjoy this movie, 
consider checking other films 
like Spirited Away, Princess 
Mononoke and Ponyo, which 
are all also directed by Hayao 
Miyazaki.

Mandee
We take a look at the classic 

animated movie to see if it’s as 
good as people say!

The story of the moving castle moves us!

Howl’s Moving 
Castle Review 

Have you seen this movie?
What did you think?
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Late and made to wait!

It was a cold, damp morning. 
My alarm failed its task and I 
was woken up by my father at 
8:30. I needed an hour to get 
ready and go to school, so I 
resigned myself to the reality 
that I was going to be late. What 
I did not expect was how late I 
would be.

When I went to receive my 
late pass, I found that the Junior 
Office was closed. A notice said 
to go to the Senior Office, so I 
did. It was only 9:10am at this 
point.

There was no one in the 
Senior Office. Asking a nearby 
teacher, I was instructed to wait 
for the office staff to return. This 
meant I was going to be more 
late than I would have been oth-
erwise. This was fine, I thought. 
I could be patient, I thought. It 
was now 9:20am. 

Fast forward. 9:45am. 
9:45am! This was ridiculous. I 

sent an email to the teacher of 
the class I should have already 
been in to tell them my situa-
tion. I felt a bit better, knowing 
that at least they knew why I 
was going to be so late.

The office staff returned 
at 9:55. I got my late slip 
and went to class at about 
10:00am (just fifteen minutes 
until first break).

Who am I? Which day was 
this? Who were the office staff 
and which teacher instructed 
me to wait? These questions 
are not important as this article 
is not an attack on anyone. 

I’m sure the office staff were 
attending to other important 
tasks and the teacher was just 
following protocol.

The fact is though, this hap-
pened: I was more late than I 
should have been. Not be-
cause of any fault of my own, 
but because the late pass 
system is flawed. There is only 
one person in either the Junior 
or Senior offices who can 
issue a late pass. If they are 
occupied with something else 
important then the time of stu-
dents is wasted while waiting. 
There are also times where 
multiple students are in a line 

to get these slips of paper, 
which can cause long periods 
of waiting and wastes even 
more time. This means that 
students miss out on class 
time and have the potential to 
lose out on learning that they 
may find important. They may 
even gain homework they oth-
erwise would not, forcing them 

Does the late pass system make sense?
The Ghostwriter 
Edited by Rashdan

Do you have any late pass 
stories? Send them to us!

“The late pass  
system is flawed”

to make time they should not 
be needing to make at home.
It also confounds me that 

there is no contingency plan 
for situations like the one I 
found myself in. The school 
needs to hire more assistant 
staff to take over the offices 
whenever others are occu-
pied, or at least train others to 
also issue late passes when 
appropriate. Otherwise, what 
are students paying for? Edu-
cation or mindless waiting in a 
hallway? 

Running Late? Make sure you get that pass!

Fortnite Fight!

K & P

Two friends go head to head 
with differing opinions...

K: I don’t like fortnite.
P: WAT U SAY?
K: Fortnite is bad because  

there is no point in it!
P: Fortnite is good because 

millions of people play and you 
can make friends with strang-
ers!
K: Sounds like that’s one of 

the bad things about fortnite... 
CATFISH!
P: You can play for hours. You 

can stay indoors and never see 
the light of the sun ever again!
K: Well it seems that I’ve no 

need to argue with you there...
P: Huh? What do you mean, 

sister? ...
K: I don’t like fortnite.
P: WAT U SAY?
K: Fortnite is bad because  

there is no point in it!
P: Fortnite is good because 

millions of people play and you 
can make friends with strang-
ers!
K: Sounds like that’s one of 

the bad things about fortnite... 
CATFISH!
P: You can play for hours. You 

can stay indoors and never see 
the light of the sun ever again!
K: Well it seems that I’ve no 

need to argue with you there...
P: Huh? What do you mean, 

sister? ...
K: Never seeing the light of 

day again sounds bad! Sounds 
like you’re proving MY point! 
Fortnite is bad!
P: GASP!
-DRAMA-DRAMA-DRAMA-
Well... Fortnite is really fun and 

it keeps you from not getting 
bored!
K: Yes, it may be fun but 

because of it you can get suffer 
from a lack of sleep! 
P: ... but that’s your problem, 

not mine. You should sleep! 
K: Sigh. That’s not what I’m 

getting at.
P: Anyway, there are so many 

cool skins in Fortnite!
K: ... But why do you need so 

many skins for?
P: because everyone needs 

to know how good you are!
K: Exactly! There is no point.
P: Whatever!     You can think 

what you think but I still think it’s 
awesome.
K: fine……

Holidays are almost here!

That is two whole weeks of relaxing by the pool!
With Holidays fast approach-

ing we give you a friendly 
reminder of just how close they 
actually are!

K & P
It’s time for a break!!

Most of you would know 
that it is almost the holidays, 
but I bet that there are some 
who don’t realise it yet. In fact, i 
think that they won’t even think 
about it until the day they come 
to school and find there is no 

one here because we are all on 
holidays!

Well Luckily for them we are 
writing this to remind everyone. 
We end school on Thursday 
29th of March. I can’t believe 
it is sooooo close! To make it 
even better for all you people 
who love the holidays, we get 
an extra day! You you heard 
me, we get an extra day! Nor-
mally we’d end the term on a 
Friday, but this year we end a 
day early because of the Good 
Friday public holiday!

Deciding what to do on your 
holidays can be quite difficult. 
There are so many things to do! 
Go on a “dangerous” adventure 
to the tv remote, or perhaps go 
to a friend’s house. If you are 
wanting something more you 
could always go on a holiday to 
Queensland or maybe even to 
the snow. There are so many 
options you just need to put 
your mind to it! There is no such 
thing as boring holidays, only 
boring people! 

Reasons for not being too 
depressed when the holidays 
finish:
K: You can see your friends at 

school! 
  P: Umm, you can see them 
on the holidays.
K: You can go to the library at 

school! It’s an alright place. 
  P: You can just go to the local 
public library on the holidays. 
K: Think of all the learning you 

can do! 
   P: We can just google what 
we need to know…
K: Okay, Ummm, so I guess 

there is nothing good about the 
holidays ending then?

Are you glad when holidays finish? 
Why or why not? Let us know!

Above: perhaps this is more 
your style pf holiday?



What does a Principal 
actually do!? What really happens in that 

office when the door is closed?

Katelyn & Teaghan

We sent two of our best 
reporters to ask Mr Baston the 
hard questions!

What we thought a  
principal did... 

Above: It turns out that the lolly jar is true!

Above: Mr Baston spends his day in meetings and answering hundreds of emails!

Has anyone been wondering 
what Mr Baston, the College 
Principle of both campuses 
is doing during his working 
hours?? Well my photographer 
and I went to investigate. We 
have found out some very ‘inter-
esting’ things he's been doing!! 
Expectation: Sitting in his office 

writing and answering serious 
emails.
Reality: Sitting in his office 

and (wait for it), DOING SOME 
MEDITATION! Even worse he 
sometimes sits there going 
through his secret stash of 
lollies!  
Don’t worry too much though. 

Some things he does are defi-
nitely work related! (phew   )! For 
example, he answers around 
100 emails a day!         Can 
you believe that he reads 
through about 130 each day. I’d 
say we go through about four! 
With all those emails to answer 
and meetings to go to he prob-
ably doesn’t get to do too much 
meditating and lolly eating.
Well anyway, here are some of 

the questions we asked him:

Q. How many days do you 
spend at each campus?? 
   A. "I spend 2 days in one and 
3 days in the other and then  
switch that around each week”.
Q. Which is your favourite 

campus?? 
   A. ”I don't have a favourite.”  
(I think he means acacia       ).
Q. How many meetings do 

you have in a day?? 
   A. “7-8 with students, par-
ents, teachers, and public.”
Q. Is your desk neat or 

messy? 
   A. “My desk is messy all the 
time!”

Q. Do you ever secretly have 
food in your office? 
   A. “All the time! I even have a 
secret lolly jar!” (Editor Note: It’s 
not secret anymore!).
Q. What do you do in your 

free time at work? 
  A.“Close the door and Medi-
tate.”
Thanks Mr Baston for taking 

some time out of your busy 
schedule (and a break from 
answering all those emails) and 
letting us come to you office 
and ask you some questions! 
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2) Items and loadout
It’s important to organise your 

item and weapon inventory. If 
you order it right you can save 
valuable time which could prove 
crucial in tight spot. Put a medi-
um range weapon in slot one. A 
close range weapon in slot two 
and a long range weapon in 
slot three. In the remaining two 
slots put first aid kits and shield 
potions. 
3) Spike Traps
Spike traps are ‘uncommon’ 

so are fairly easy to find. They 
are good because you can set 
and forget. They can take out 
enemies for you without the 
danger of you getting dam-
aged. The best spot to put a 
spike trap is on the inside of a 
house or building. Place it just 
through the doorway on the 
ceiling. Remember that you 
can’t set off your own spike trap 
so you don’t need to be care-
ful around traps you have put 
down yourself.
4) Bases
Building a base is good 

because they offer protection 
and cover. The simplest base 
has four walls and stairs inside. 
Learn to build these quick and 
you are off to a good start! 

Tips for the 
Fortnite win!
<< Continued from Front Page

Why teachers!? Why!? 

It’s already the end of term 1 
and nothing’s happened. We 
haven’t even left the school 
grounds once.

“What are they talking 
about?” you are probably 
asking. 

We are talking about the 
lack of excursions for year 7s 
during term one!

We are kids. You know this. 
You should know then that we 
need some excitement instead 
of just sitting around waiting 
to get homework. Like come 

Seriously why!?
Two of our year 7 students 

makes some noise about the 
complete lack of excursions!

Double Trouble

on! We’re about to turn into 
teenagers (some of us already 
are!). How about you give us 
some excitement. You should 
take us out on an excursion 
or something. Not any of that 
boring stuff that you’re thinking 

about though. It needs to be 
adventurous, creative and 
something all of us will like. 
We’ll learn better that way. 

Almost every other year level 
has already had one or more 

excursions. Why are the year 
7s being left out!?

Don’t just take our word for it. 
We asked around and some 
students said they are disap-
pointed and are feeling de-
pressed that we have not been 
on a excursion yet.
One student suggested that 

they would like to go “some-
where to really kick-start the 
year where we can learn but 
not know we’re learning” 
If we had an excursion and 

got to do some work while still 
having fun then all would be 
well with the world.
YOU TEACHERS SHOULD 

REALLY TAKE OUR ADVISE! 
Thank you.
Sincerely, Double Trouble 

Year 7 students struggle through another day without an excursion

Year 7 students demand answers to important question!

Get in touch: acacia.news@keysboroughsc.vic.edu.au

Would you like to 
write for us?

For more information Email:
acacia.news@keysboroughsc.vic.edu.au



Miss Know It All!
Got Questions? Miss Know It All has the answers!

Q. A Perplexed Puppy owner 
asks, “Dear Miss know it all, 
what name should I give my 
dog?” 
A. What is the dog’s gender? 

That will really impact the name.  
Regardless, here are some 
names you could try:
If it is a boy you could try 

Frank, Luke, James or Jason.
If it is a girl how about Lulu, 

Sofia, Kim or Ashley?
Although they are very human 

sounding names. Does that 
matter though?

Q. A Worried Writer asks, “I 
think my boyfriend is cheating 
on me? What do I do?”
A. Just ask him why and if 

he is cheating on you. Many 
relationship problems can be 
solved by honest and open 
lines of communication. If he 
doesn’t answer or avoids the 
question just dump him be-
cause he probably has no feel-
ings for you and is just wasting 
your time anyway. Q. Lost Book Lillian asks, “I’m 

pretty sure that I lost my library 
book Is Mr. Dwyer going to yell 
at me?”
A. It’s always good to let Mr 

Dwyer know as soon as you 
can. Keep looking for the book 
and don’t lose your motivation 
to find it. Mr Dwyer will encour-
age you to continue the search, 
while keeping an eye out for it 
himself. If you still can’t find it Mr 
Dwyer will discuss replacement 
options with you. He probably 
won’t get too cranky, so long 
as it’s only the first book you’ve 
lost!

?
Miss Know It All!

Our resident advice guru 
answers all your questions! 
From dog names to love and 
other catastrophes. She has all 
the answers! Have you got a 
question for her?
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Q. Indecisive Individual asks: 
“Who do I like?”
A. Is this a pick up line? 

Because I don’t date letter 
senders. That aside, are you 
conflicted? Do you like multiple 
people? See, now you have 
me asking questions, which 
isn’t not how this column is 
supposed to work. I’m gonna 
assume your feelings are split. 
Try writing down what you like 
about each person on paper. 
Compare and choose. Honestly 
though, you’re not likely to have 
a long lasting relationship in 
secondary school. Plus you’ll 
probably find someone else one 
day anyway. Or you know, just 
be single.

Q. An Imbecile Inquisitor asks: 
“Do I like Suho or Sushi?”
A. I…just…I…can’t…Why not 

both? Oh, great another person 
making me ask questions! You 
know what, how about Suho 
eating sushi? Yeah. Satisfied?

Q. An Almost-Amnesiac asks: 
“I keep forgetting things. How 
can I get a better memory?”
A. What kinds of things are 

you forgetting? You haven’t 
already forgot have you? Sigh. 
Another person making me ask 
questions! If it’s serious and you 
forget things often, you should 
talk to a doctor, maybe even a 
psychologist. In the meantime, 
try writing down everything you 
think is important in a diary, use 
alarms and get the people who 
care about you to remind you. 
Take a picture of my answer 
and use it as your iPad wallpa-
per. Do it the moment you see 
this. NOW!

MKIA
xoxoO

Q. A world wide web worri-
er asks, “What will break the 
Internet?”
A. Why do you ask? You’re 

not scheming to end life as we 
know it are you!? 
The Internet will break when 

the letter ‘i’ is no longer in exis-
tence. Ba-dom-tish! Ha!
You see, If the letter ‘i’ no 

longer existed due to a myste-
rious reason, then the Internet 
cannot exist because the word 
wouldn’t exist. Since our era’s 
language is quickly developing 
we might completely come up 
with a new language, meaning 
all letters and words of the En-
glish language would no longer 
exist, which leads to nothing 
existing. Whoa. 
Actually  the Internet ending 

could also be related to trends. 
If something CrAzY enough 
were to happen on the Internet, 

Q. An interested inquirer asks 
Have you ever been in love?
A. Yes, once. A long time ago, 

when the world was wide and I 
was young. I don’t want to talk 
about it. *Sigh*

(bigger than fortnite), and all 
7.442 billion people were on 
their devices at the same time 
the Internet might not be strong 
enough to handle all the hits 
on its’ servers and EXPLODE!! 
Due to this immensely huge 
worldwide explosion of devices 
it could definitely also be the 
cause to human extinction. So 
like, be careful out there and 
stay off your phone...

Submit your questions to Miss Know it all either by emailing  
the paper or using the anonymous box in the Library!

Get in touch: acacia.news@keysboroughsc.vic.edu.au

What are we Building?
Our investigators get invited inside the fence! You won’t belive what they found!

Text: Kiera
Photos: Paige

On Thursday the 21st of 
June I was able to go into the 
construction site with one of my 
fellow classmates from the Ju-
nior School Newspaper Team. 
During first recess we went 
to the front office to meet up 
with Mr. Boyd. Mr Boyd is the 
Campus Principal of the Bank-
sia campus. He is overseeing 
the building program on both 
school sites. 

After meeting Mr Boyd we 
went to the construction site to 
sign in and to get bright yellow 
vests. We then entered the 
construction site and had a tour 
of the buildings. We were able 
to interview Mr. Boyd and the 
Head Builder while we walked 
around.
Here is how the interview 

went. We started by asking Mr. 
Boyd (MB) two questions. We 
then spoke to the Head Build-
er (HB) and asked him some 
questions too.
Q. When will the current con-

struction be finished? 
   MB. 13th of July (That is first 
day of term 3!)

Q. What are you planning on 
doing next? 
   MB. We will be doing J block, 
including Art, Technology and 
Woodwork areas.
Q. How many workers do you 

have working every day? 
   HB. We have 15-25 guys at 
the site each day.

Q. What’s the most important 
thing you need to watch out for 
when working on site?  
   HB. Falling objects and safe-
ty.
Q. What’s the most dangerous 

thing that can happen? 
   HB. Something falling and 
hitting people below. 
Q. Has there ever been a mix 

up when building where you 

used the wrong material? 
   HB. Yes happens quite often!
Q. Is it hard to move trucks 

through the two gates with so 
many kids around? 
  HB. Not really. All you have to 
do is open the gates and make 
way for the kids so the trucks 
can get through.
The head builder told us that 

the current construction area 

Above: Head Builder, Kiera and Mr Boyd 

will be used for Food Technolo-
gy and as a new Canteen and 
Cafeteria space when finished. 
The old canteen room will be 
knocked down. As mentioned 
they will also be starting work 
on the J block building soon. 
They think that everything will 
approximately finish in October 
or by the start of November.

Are you exited for the new 
buildings to be finished!?



I think tomatoes are very 
weird. Some people think 
they’re vegetables, but some 
think they’re fruit because of the 
seeds. Regardless, it’s the fla-
vor that counts and I think they 
are not so yum. They taste a 
bit weird if they are not cooked 
right, but if in a salad they mix 
quite well. 

Tomatoes
Cooked, raw or neither?

Mandee

They look okay now, just don’t 
cook them or they’ll be yuk!

Can you think of any that we 
missed? Why not let us know?

The school uniform is way too 
expensive.

Buying a school uniform is 
really expensive. What is worse, 
is that we are expected to buy 
two uniforms! That’s right, we 
need an academic uniform and 
a sports uniform! All up we have 
to purchase: a tie, a belt, a 
short sleeve shirt, pants, shorts, 
shoes, socks, long shirt, sport 
shirt, sport tracksuits, skirt, 
dress, sport shirt, sport jacket 
and rain coat. That all adds up 
to be really expensive.

The prices for both of 
these school uniforms is very 
unreasonable and it needs to 

Uniform vs  
Free Dress

change. It shouldn't cost people 
a fortune just to buy clothes for 
school. Not to mention the fact 
that we are likely to grow out of 
it all quickly anyway!

As if spending all this money 
on uniform isn’t bad enough, 
we also have to buy an iPad. I’s 
just way too much. Especially 
when we have to upgrade to a 
computer in year 10.

Students should be able 
to wear what they want so 
that they feel more at ease. 
Students should wear casual 
clothes so that they are more 
comfortable at school. When-
ever we have a free dress day 
everyone seems to wear free 
dress and are in a better mood 

which makes everyone work 
hard and be more productive. 
When students wear whatever 
they want they are more com-
fortable and more confident as 
they are in the clothes that they 
like and are also able to wear 
things that make them feel good 
about themselves. This is why 
it’s so important to wear cloths 
that students actually want to 
wear.

It is very unfair that most 
teachers don't have to where 
any uniform, while all students 
have to! The School uniform 
looks boring and feels boring.
The School uniform cost is too 

great and you should not have 
to buy so much for it, (only to 
soon grow out of it anyway). 
Free dress is so much easier 
and feels way better. All in all 
school uniform should cost 
less. I think that something 
needs to change, and change 
fast!

Adam

It’s time we gave free dress more than just some casual thought!

Do you agree? 
Why not let us know why?

What things get 
you annoyed?

We complied a list of things 
that really grind our gears. Can 
you relate? 

What about the opposite? 
What things that make us feel 
better? Less Angry? 

Newspaper Crew

 » Salty people.
 » Ending your favourite show.
 » Siblings!
 » When the WI-FI is slow.
 » When you ask someone a   

question and they make you   
repeat it.
 » When you are the quietest   

person in the group and you   
ask a question but no one   
listens.
 »Getting 2nd place in Fortnite.
 »Getting stuck behind a slow   

walker on the footpath.
 »When you do or say dumb   

things without thinking.
 »Gross make-up testers.
 »Being told to calm down.
 »Broken nails.
 »Fandom controversies.
 »Cracking the screen on your   

phone or iPad.
 »Being judged for liking   

something.

 » Pressing floral foam.
 » Playing with slime.
 » Ruling a perfect straight line.
 » Particularly neat writing.
 » Cutting soap. Or even videos  

 of someone cutting soap.
 » Holding an unopened CD,   

still in its shrink wrap.
 » Ripples on a lake and   

skipping stones.
 »Sleeping real good.
 »Good food.
 »Having the house to yourself.
 »Reading a real good book.
 »New clothes.
 »Having no chores to do.
 »A good movie with a real   

good plot.
 »Peeling off a face mask.
 »Covering a book with contact  

 and getting no bubbles!

Photo Credit: Kelly Lam

I cannot eat tomatoes 
because of the taste. I have 
been trying to give tomatoes a 
chance but it just doesn’t taste 
right when someone cooks 
them. I prefer my tomatoes 
fresh.

Overall, I do like tomatoes but 
not cooked tomatoes. Thank 
you for reading my little article 
about tomatoes.

Books to 
Movies 

We’ve had famous series like 
Harry Potter and The Hunger 
Games get real, epic movies. 
But what about the others? 
   Some filmmakers just decide 

to make one movie and leave 
it there. Percy Jackson was 
a flop, and The Mortal Instru-
ments: City Of Bones was also 
a fail. Here are some reasons 
why certain filmmakers should 
be fired:
- The actors they hire are too 

old for the character they are 
supposed to be playing.  
(a 25 y/o playing a 12 y/o!?) 
- The plot is wrong
- The characters are wrong
- Most of the book is gone
- All of the most important 

parts have been CHANGED! 

Couldn’t we have a book se-
ries turned into a full set of mov-
ies? Properly? It’s not that hard. 
Look at all actual teenagers 
who could play the roll of a16 
year old. Why not make them 
audition for the role? It’s so 
simple, just drag them in, give 
then the sheet and BAM - good 
actors. We don’t have to watch 
way older people pretend to be 
heaps younger. We don’t want 
people in their twenties playing 
children. It doesn’t make sense! 
What about other continual 

book to movie inconsistencies?
We need to get it into the film-

makers’ heads: Make. It. Accu-
rate. Heck, if you can’t do that, 
at least don’t leave us hanging 
on one movie and a confusing 
TV show! 
Friends and foes (mostly foes), 

if you agree, I appreciate it. Let’s 
get together and make movies 
right. If you disagree, the door 
is open, waiting for you to leave 
with nobody stopping you. We 
are tired of not getting a book in 
its correct visual form. 

Ever loved a great book, only 
to see it turned into a sub par 
movie? You are not alone!
Blub

Above: Books. We love them. Not so much the movies though?

Get in touch: acacia.news@keysboroughsc.vic.edu.au
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Is social media 
ruining society?

You could argue that in some 
ways it might be, but in lots 
of other ways it isn’t. Here are 
some of my thoughts on social 
media: 

1. It’s good for catching up 
with family overseas. 

2. Instead of sending a letter 
like an 84 year old, you can 
send emails or a text messag-
es.

3. I know that social media 
sets unrealistic beauty stan-
dards but why can’t we just 
understand this and learn to 
ignore them?  

4. Kids who don’t have any 
friends in real life can make 
Internet friends.

5. There are lots of social 
media accounts who try and 
spread positive messages. 
Subscribe to those. 

6. You can find people that 
are similar to you, and it makes 
you feel like you aren’t alone. 
There are teens dealing with 
depression and other things. 
If you feel like the only one 
it’s great to know that there 
is someone out there that is 
dealing with the same things 
as you. It can help you over-
come. 

7. I know that there are 
Internet predators out there, 
but can’t we just be smart and 
not post inappropriate selfies? 
Please put your accounts 
on private to prevent creepy 
people commenting “         ” 
on your posts! 
8. Scrolling through Insta-

gram or desperately asking 
your crush to do ‘streaks’ with 
you on Snapchat, is MUCH 
better than listening to your un-
cle talking about his business 
failures or your auntie going on 

What do you think? 
Let us know!

What do you think? 
How does your handwriting 

measure up? How would you 
feel if you had to write on the 
board for the whole class to 

read and copy!?

The right way 
to write

Is social media making the 
world a worse place?

We’ve all been here. 
The struggle is real!

Fariha

Zahraa
It was Friday period 4. I 

arrived in class and got myself 
ready. The teacher said “take 
out your books and copy 
down what I will write”. Easy. I 
take out my exercise book and 
my pen. I’m ready to write.

Then the teacher started to 
write on the board and I was 
like, “what is going on!?” I 
couldn’t understand any words 
on the board! I began to ask 
my friends, “what is that? Is 
that an ‘A’?”

The handwriting was too 
messy for me to understand!

**Editors Note: Wait a sec-
ond! This article’s author has 
the Junior Newspaper Making 
Connections class P4 on a 
Friday! Was it my hand writing 
that she couldn’t read!? #Guilty 
#Sorry #Iwilltryharder** 

 Fact. Some students find 
it hard to read their teachers’ 
handwriting. 

My story could be happen-
ing right now to students all 
over the world, so I think some 
teachers’ need to improve their 
handwriting.

Mind you, some teachers 
have great handwriting! To 
those who do we say a big 

well done and thank you! 

I asked two teachers for their 
perspective on the issue.

Miss H said that writing on 
the white board is hard. She 
explained that she naturally 
has cursive writing so has to 

“We think some teachers 
should improve  

their handwriting.”

change her style so that stu-
dents can read it.

Mr Dwyer also thinks that 
it is hard too. He says that it 
is hard because you have to 
write a weird angle. Also he 
admitted to being nervous 
when he writes on the white 
board because he isn’t very 
good at spelling!
I don’t want this article to just 

be negative, so I asked around 
and came up with a list of 
three teachers who student’s 

thought had good, neat and 
easy to read handwriting. 
We gave them a certificate 
to show appreciation of their 
skills!
 I also want to help everyone 

so I have done some research 
on how we can improve our 
handwriting. Teachers (and 
students) take note!
1. If you’re left-handed, get 

pens with fast-drying ink. 
2. Put some spaces between 

the words.
3. Use a Nice marker or pen.
4. Choose a good colour 

marker.
5. Use different colours (eg. 

red for questions and black for 
the answers).

It’s time to dot the i’s and 
cross the t’s - How does your 
hand writing measure up? 

Above: Congratulations to these three teachers for their amazing 
neat and easy to read handwriting. Your student’s thank you!

Get in touch: acacia.news@keysboroughsc.vic.edu.au

How to make your own Mug Cake

Just take a moment and 
imagine something. That 
something is a moist chocolate 
melting lava cake! Even better, 
it is in a mug and only takes 5 
minutes to make! Doesn’t that 
sound easy? Here is a choc-
olate lava mug cake recipe for 
you to cook in the middle of 
the night, making yourself nice 
and cuddly and warm with the 
sweet smell of the choco-
latey aroma drifting around 
your house and your younger 
siblings begging to do anything 
to have some. Well, imagine 
no more. Here are two simple 
steps to do it!!!

Step 1: Place the mug in front 
of you and add 1tbs of baking 
soda, 1tsp of coco powder and 
2 to 3 cups of milk (depend-
ing on the size of the the mug 
your using). Crack the egg over 
the mug and then add 1 to 2 
spoons of flour and mix it up all 
nicely. Put a spoon of chocolate 
chips in the center of the mug 
and add some water on top.

It doesn’t matter if the batter 
is watery or solid. If the batter is 
watery, add a little bit more flour 
and mix it again. Also, if the 

chocolate chips go deep into 
the mug, it doesn’t matter too 
much either.

Step 2: Put the mug in the 
microwave for 2 to 3 minutes 
but if still uncooked put for 
another 1 minute. Make sure 
you watch that it doesn’t bubble 
over and make a mess! Once it 
has finished, take the mug cake 
out of the microwave carefully. 
It might be hot so use an oven 
mitt.  Wait for it to cool down a 
little and just add the ice cream 
and enjoy! 

- Baking soda
- Chocolate chips 
- Flour 
- Coco powder 
- 1 egg

Melissa

Like Cake? Got a mug? 
Think chocolate is brilliant? This 
might be the recipe for you! - Water/Milk (your choice)

- Some ice cream (optional) 
- A mixing spoon
- A mug (of course)
- A microwave

What you’ll need:
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